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Presidents Column:
by J. Darrell (DD) Davis

W

ell it’s already February 2022 and January is in the books.
We’ve still had some very cold weather and some of our Smoky Mountain family got a little
snow, but we just had to deal with it.
One of my business customers, Mike, asked me, because I have a
Model A Ford and a Model T, if I could get a 1924 Model T to run
again. It needed all four new wooden coils , all new wiring, new spark
plugs, new fan belt, and the carburetor cleaned out and adjusted.
Richard Lett and I realized that this was going to be a hard job to get
this old car to run again. After we looked up the engine number, we
found that the car was a 1922 Model T — not a 1924. She was 100 years
old!
One day later we got her to start but she would only run on three
cylinders, so we had a lot more work to do. The engine had double lock
nuts on adjustable tappets, not the original solid tappets to adjust the valves. Mike made us a special wrench
to help hold the tappets so we could get them into proper adjustment.
We had to clean out the radiator because it had a rat’s nest in it. The gas tank needed some work, too. But
it all came together and now the old 1922 T runs and drives again.
It took four days of hard work to get it to run better. Mike said that if Richard and I hadn’t worked on this
old Model T, he would never have got it to run again. Even with our help, it still needs some more help!!!
I’m looking forward to get our Model A’s out of the garage and just drive around town to show them off.
I do need to make sure the heaters work . . . . or put on the “long handles” and a heavy coat!
Remember, we have our February 19th, meeting at Shoney’s, 4032 N. Broadway @ 1:00 pm I hope to
see a lot of our Smoky Mountain Model A Club members come and enjoy the fellowship with everyone.
We also hope all of the sick members are getting better. Everyone misses you. Just a few that I remember
who are sick are Bob and Lin Helsel, Gordon Bohanan, Bill Snyder and Joel Slagle’s father.
May God Bless our Club now and in the future!
I’m looking forward to touring with everyone this year!

A

fter the end-of-year Holiday season, the winter months of January, February and, sometimes
most of March really slow down the outdoor activities of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club.
The past year’s club activities were further hindered by the precautions we were taking to help slow down
the COVID pandemic gripping the world.
Hopefully, we can enjoy a much more active year in 2022.
Vic & Linda Varady are already planning to again host the Safety and Reliability Seminar, at their
place on April 2nd (with a rain date of April 9th). Many of you have participated in this very popular
annual event in the past. We’ll have more details in the next issue.
Tony Gardner has sent a proposal for a number of interesting seminars that he has presented at other
places, see “A Time for Planning,” below.
Come to the February meeting and share your ideas about what club activities you would like to
participate in this coming year.

A Time for Planning

I

by Tony Gardner

have seminars on the following topics that are each about 15 minutes long. Some
have charts and some have models or actual test equipment. Even more are
possible if there is a demand for it.
1. How to Improve Top Speed
2. Carburetor Drips and Solutions
3. Converting to 12 Volts Negative
Ground
4. What is a High Compression Head
5. Using a Model A Generator or
Alternator Tester
6. Using a Model A Distributor Tester
7. How Model A Brakes Work (with Model)
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January 19, 2022 Meeting Minutes
by Vic Varady, Temporary Secretary

T

he meeting was called to order by our new President, Jimmy Darrell Davis (DD) at 2:15 pm in Shoney’s.
Present were approximately eleven members and companions. DD read a report from our Treasurer,
Gary Steadman. There was a list of members who have not yet renewed and a list of other members who have
committed to renew.
Mileage reports: There were no reports available due to the virus.
Safety and Reliability Seminar: This is scheduled for April 2nd with a rain date of April 9th.
Possible seminars covering various Model A subjects were presented on poster boards by Tony Gardner. The
seminars and schedule will be discussed by the board at the next meeting.
Tony has a homemade distributor machine that will be available for our use.
Future events: There is a Tractor Show on June 11th in Clinton. On June 18th in Dayton there is a Strawberry
Car Show.
The next meeting is scheduled for February 19th at 1:00 in Shoney’s.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 pm.
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Remembering Benny Webber
by Bob Helsel

T

his year started off on a sad note as we lost one of our oldest, if not the
oldest member, of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Benny
Webber. A member since the early 70’s, He and his wife of 54years, Shirley,
have always been very active in the club attending most events and meetings
and serving as officers in the club as well. Benny was on the Board of
Directors from 2014 through 2020.
Benny was a true Model A man; his first was a beautiful leather-back
Victoria, which he got from David Phipps, one of our charter members.
Ben worked for TVA in Knoxville for a most of his career. He and Shirley
Benny V Webber
September 24, 1943 - January 2, 2022
moved to Chattanooga when TVA transferred his job there, and he sold his
Victoria. While down there, they remained members of the Smoky Mountain
Model A Club, as Chattanooga did not have a Model A club back then.
Retirement brought them back to Knoxville and on to acquiring more Model A’s. They owned several coupes, but
he finally got another Victoria which he’s had for many years and, worked on it continuously with one of our other
long-time members, David Hayes. David said that Benny was instrumental in getting him to join the Smoky
Mountain group.
David recalls admiring an original Motometer radiator cap that he saw every time he was at Benny's garage helping
him work on his Vicky. Benny boxed up the Motometer one day and gave it to David for all of the work he had
helped him with on the car.
Bob Wyrick, another long-time member, remembered Benny as a friend to all and always willing to help out and
get things done.
Benny was very proud of his military service and participated in every Veterans’ Day Parade. The only one I recall
he missed was several years back when it was raining cats and dogs and enroute to the assembly point, they slid and
damaged a wheel so he prudently limped home. The parade went on despite the heavy rain but we had one other “A”
to make it and represent us.
He was also a strong supporter of our national clubs . . . MAFCA and MARC. He and Shirley are 48-yearmembers of MAFCA and just recently received the 40-year pin as MARC members.
The Victoria will be looking for a new home as Shirley isn’t inclined to drive and maintain it nor are the rest of the
family. So hopefully we will find a local member or potential new member who’ll acquire this wonderful piece of
history and keep it rolling on the by-ways in their memory.
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MAFFI Newsletter Minute-January 2022

H

appy New Year from the Model A Ford Foundation. We have busy doing tasks around the
museum so it will be ready for Model A Day 2022. Members of local clubs did some
troubleshooting on electrical issues on the Gibby Station Wagon. At the end of the day the lights and
horn all worked. John Marshall and crew have been working on the Paddy Wagon that will be added to
the Museum collection later this year. The Museum should receive a large collection of unique Model
A parts from the Steve Ryan collection in the Spring. These parts may be included the Model A Day
Swap Meet. The Museum was offered the Gordon Buehrig Re-Creation Model A as a donation. The
car is on display at NATMUS. Another possible donation of a 1929 Fordor Blindback is in process.
Details on Model A Day 2022 at the Museum will be coming soon. Thank you for your continued
support of the Model A Ford Foundation through your membership and your donations.
Thank you,
Marsha DuBreuil,
MAFFI clubcontact@maffi.org

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028
Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,
10am to 4pm, Pacific Time

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6711 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the latest in Randy’s popular series of articles for your amusement and continued Model ‘A’
education. How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Can you identify these parts used in the Model A?

Answers to last month’s quiz:
1.

Rear hub puller ............................................................ A-1114-PL

2.

Pinion nut wrench ........................................................ A-4634-T

3.

King pin reamer ........................................................... A-3111-R

4.

Valve guide remover .................................................... A-6500-VGT
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Between the

Black Fenders

T

he following is true. As always, real names
are not used upon my attorney’s advice and
by Bill Snyder
to avoid a possible bloody nose.
We start today with a trip to Crossville. A trip that the club took a number of times to visit the
Cumberland Play House for a great show and, as most of us looked forward to, a good meal at
Cumberland Mountain State Park.
After our fantastic buffet meal us men exited to the parking lot while our ladies powdered their noses, or
whatever they do. Upon approaching our Model A’s we came upon a bus full of mostly elderly ladies with
a few men exiting and surrounding our A’s. These folks were about the age of what most of us are today.
Probably from a church or home.
Two or three ladies had surrounded Sam’s car sticking their heads inside the windows. One lady asked
Sam where the heater was. Sam said, pointing to the three-inch hole in the firewall, “right cheer.” The
ladies looked at each other with bright eyes. Then another asked “where is the air conditioner?” Sam
reached up to the windshield bracket knobs, loosening each a little, and pushed out the windshield a couple
inches and said “right cheer.” Again the ladies gave each other wide-eyed looks. Shaking their heads, they
turned around and went into the restaurant.
The second part of this trip goes as follows. Going to and from Crossville we usually drove Highway
70, taking our time. However, by eating more than we should have and enjoying the company of the bus
folks we saw dusk coming on, so we decided to return home via the Interstate.
As always, we tried to make sure the Model A behind was in our rear view mirror to insure no problem
had happened. Sure enough Sam was not behind us at about Kingston, so about five of us pulled over on
the shoulder to wait. As time went on we talked about doubling back. After a few minutes here comes Sam
and Sue. We thought he would stop! . . . . Nope!
Sam and Sue passed us with big smiles and laughing, going as fast as I have ever seen a Model A go.
No two wheels on his car were in line with another, and taking both eastbound lanes.
We were no help sitting along the roadside so we started towards Knoxville thinking we might see Sam
and Sue along the side somewhere. . . . Nope, no did see.
Upon arriving home I called Sam and Sue to see why he didn’t stop. Turns out his fan broke off a blade
and he knew he couldn’t run with one blade, so he cut the belt. Luckily the blade broke downward not
hitting anything. Knowing with darkness coming soon he would not have lights very long, his goal was to
get home before dark.
Never know what Sam and Sue will do next.
All stay safe and keep your eyes Between the Black Fenders!

The Rumble Seat Reviewer February 2022

Page 7

Club News

T

hanks to the timely response of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club
members of the class of 2022 in submitting their dues, and the
untiring efforts of our hard-working and dedicated Treasurer, Gary Steadman in
tracking, recording, issuing membership, cards, etc. etc. etc. — the 2022
Directory of Membership is nearing completion.
Hopefully by the next meeting, the Directory will be available in the
Members Section of the club’s website.

Please checkout both the website at www.smokymountainmodela.com
and the Facebook page at Smoky Mountain Model A Club
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If
you no longer need to advertise, please
notify the editor. New items will be added
and yours may be deleted.

•
•

•
•
•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31
Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill
Snyder (865) 365-1029.
FOR SALE ANTIQUE SUN Model VAT 6-3 “VoltsAmps tester.” $1,000 or FREE. Contact Charlie
Currier (865) 776-0088
FOR SALE Model A Intake Manifold. Used, but very good
condition. $40 to be donated to the club. Contact Bill Gunnell
(901) 626-3736.
FOR SALE MODEL A Parts Dennis Havner is selling parts out
of his inventory. If you need parts, call Dennis and see if he has
the part(s) and if so, arrange a time to get together, buy and pick
them up. Dennis Havner (865) 688-3964.
FREE Four used 19-inch whitewall tires. One of the four would
work as a spare. Text Tim at (865) 640-6369
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MEETING NOTICE
2022 Officers
President:
J. Darrell (DD) Davis
Phone: (865) 310-3371
Vice President:
Bob Helsel
Phone: (865) 805-9945
Treasurer:
Gary Steadman
Phone: (865) 264-0882
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2021 & 2022
Vic Varady
Bill Snyder
Steve Wickizer

2022 & 2023
Joe King
Tony Gardner
Bill Gunnell

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Saturday, February 19th
Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway,
Knoxville
Business meeting starts about 1:00 pm
Come early. . . Have lunch and visit!

DISCLAIMER
The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and
opinions. No responsibility or liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the suitability, accuracy, safety or
approval thereof. Any party using the suggestions, ideas, or
examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission,
unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of
the material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

