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61st Year Kick-Off Smoky Mountain Model A Club
Presidents Column:
J.Darrell (DD) Davis

I

t’s hard to believe that it’s already January 2022. Last year was a great time to get the Model A’s out of the
garage and drive them around town. This is my first President’s Column so bear with me. I’m so proud to be
the President of our club for 2022. I’m looking forward to seeing each and everyone at our meetings and our club
tours. We always have a lot of fun touring together. We are a family club.
I would like to thank George Richard Lett for helping me learn how to fix and build a Model A Ford. When my
Dad, James Francis Davis, died back in 2010, I called Richard to help me get my 1926 Model T Tudor Sedan to start.
He came over and we got it to run again with a little adjustment. Richard said “let’s go for a ride,” and so we did. He
helped me learn how to drive her. He’s one of my best friends and we talk a lot. I also want to thank Randy Schwerdt
for helping me. We have many great people to work with in our club.
I’m looking forward to working with all of the board members and learning from Bob Helsel about being the
President of our Smoky Mountain Model A Club, as he was our President for 10 years. He did a great job and I
enjoyed touring with him and Lin, his wife.
John Baxter has always helped me and I have learned a lot from him, too. It’s great to be in a club that everyone
welcomes you. I’m looking forward to moving the club onward and upward just like Bob Helsel did.
Our 60th/Anniversary Christmas party was great. A lot of members
came up to me and told me that they enjoyed the party. I want to thank
Anita Pollard and Mary Lee Bohanan for doing all of the decorations for
the Christmas party, and what a job they did.

I was proud when Bob Helsel passed the club gavel to me like Bill
Snyder had done to him 10 years ago at our 50th Anniversary Party in
2011 . . . Bob told me “DD, carry on as the new President of the Club.”

I’m so happy to be able to work with the officers and board members
to make our club move forward.
May God bless our club now and in the future.
Thank you, from your new president
J. Darrell (DD) Davis

The Passing of the Gavel 2021—2022

Ex Officio:
I just wanted to add a few lines to the January Rumble Seat Reviewer to thank all the
officers, board members and individuals who stepped up and helped me in the last 10 years
while I had the pleasure and honor of serving as your President.
It was a real treat getting to know everyone in the club and seeing the club grow and
improve with the help of our members who came through when needed.
As VP, I look forward to helping DD as our new president continue to make this one of the
best Model A clubs. Please join with me in this endeavor for our great club.
Bob Helsel
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Something About Model A Ford Distributors
by Richard Lorenz

F

ig. 1 shows a very early Upper Plate. One characteristic is the arm,
which appears to be swaged. The other characteristic is the copper
plating. This piece appears to be expensive to build, so it was probably replaced
quickly by the stamped plates. The circular depression in the plate is probably
the manufacturer’s “mark”. There is a design in it, but no name.

Fig.

Fig. 2 shows a distributor that has a circular mark above where the power supply is screwed
in. This is probably another manufacturer’s “mark”. Since there were about a million Model
A’s built each year, there were likely many different manufacturers employed to build them.
Note the brass oiler on the right side. The Judging Standards say that this distributor could
have been used as early as January, 1928

Fig. 3

Fig. 4

Fig. 2

Fig. 3 and Fig. 4 show a reinforcing “bulge” that is located above the outside pin that locates the distributor in the
head. Because of dirt and rust that can accumulate around this pin, it is sometimes difficult to separate a distributor
from the head.
Fig. 5 and Fig. 6 shows what must be an after-market distributor. One characteristic of these distributors is
“cheapness”. There is no support “bulge” in these distributors. One point of cheapness is the
cover on the oiling path that is shown in Fig. 7. It is not leak-tight.
Fig. 5

Fig. 6

One of these distributors had the cover
missing, and the oil channel was filled
solid with dirt. In order to get oil into
Fig. 7
the bearings, a person would need to
have an “oiler” that had a tube that could be shoved clear
through the oil channel. If this type of distributor is the only
one that you have, I would at least replace the “flip-type” cover with the brass one that is visible in Fig. 2.
The Judging Standards say that there was also a good quality distributor made in 1931.
Many of you know that the Model-A vendors sell a distributor shaft and cam screw that are pre-drilled so that oiling
can be done from the top.
(DISTRIBUTORS Continued on page 4)
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(DISTRIBUTORS Continued from page 3)

The drilled holes are large enough so that an oiler with a tube can be inserted in the drilled holes. The exit from the
shaft is near the top of the shaft so that the oil will trickle down through both brass bearings. The brass bearings in
distributors Fig.3 through Fig. 6 all have vertical grooves that would allow oil to spread easily along the bearings. The
brass bearings that I purchased recently do not have these grooves. They have some scattered small pockets that would
hold some oil, but passage of oil downward through the pre-drilled shafts would be very slow.
Additional information about distributors can be found in:
•

The Judging Standards, pages 2-10 to 2-12, and

•

“The Model A Engine, Distributors, and Oil Pumps” by Wm. H. and Paul H. McRee, pages 100 to 108.

Between the Black Fenders
by Bill Snyder

W

e all know how serious we are about our Model A’s. However over the last 30 years or so I have seen, been a
victim of, been accused of, and have accused others of odd happenings.

I will share some of those antics and happenings in the next few issues of the Rumble Seat Reviewer.
These events are absolutely true. However, real names will not be used at the advice of my attorney and foregoing a
bloody nose. We will call our story owners Sam and Sue.
The first story happened on a trip in our Model A’s to the Outer Banks, North Carolina some years ago. Everyone
was chugging along fine when our exit ramp was coming up. Sam and Sue were in the first car, but were not supposed to
be leading. The cars behind Sam were waving to the him to take the next exit, but he did not. As the second, and other
cars, slowly exited Sam saw he had made a mistake.
Without hesitation he made a sharp right turn across the nicely cut state of North Carolina
grass. At this point we all saw the problem; Sue was holding a freshly opened bag of potato
chips. This was evident as chips were flying out the window and all over the inside as the car
bounced, left the ground, went sideways, and sometimes straight.
After getting back on the road the tour continued and more stories were made.
No one got hurt, and Sam and Sue were laughing and having a great time.
Apparently the North Carolina authorities never noticed the tire tracks through their
beautiful landscape beside the exit ramp . . . or they didn’t know where to send the citation!

Page 4

The Rumble Seat Reviewer January 2022

Trunk Rack Repair
by Steve Wickizer

W

hen I tried to remove the damaged and weathered wood on my four-year-old trunk rack, several
wood strips were broken.

The wood was bolted to the metal frame with
carriage bolts and there was no way to remove without
damage to the soft wood.
A trip to Lowe’s showed poor quality of hard wood,
but I purchased a few fair boards of pine that I sanded,
filed, cut and triple-coated with polyurethane.

I placed the new wood on both sides of the metal
with wood screws. The trunk will now sit on four equallength boards, and not on bolt heads that tore the bottom
of the trunk.
Hopefully the wood work will last longer and be
easier to remove in the future by this owner of a 1931
Ford Model A with wood on top, bottom and rear!
Happy New Year!

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028
Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,
10am to 4pm, Pacific Time

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6711 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the latest in Randy’s popular series of articles for your amusement and continued Model ‘A’
education. How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Can you identify these tools used in the maintenance and repair of your Model A?

Answers to last month’s quiz:
1.

Emergency brake cross-shaft bushing ......................... A-2839-R

2.

Starter switch plunger .................................................. A-11450

3.

Rear hub axle key ........................................................ A-4243
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Club News
Club Tools
By Vic Varady

A

s many of you know the club has an assortment of donated tools.
Members can use these tools as they need them. They are located
upstairs in my garage. For new members, my garage is where the club holds our
annual Safety & Reliability event in the early Spring. We do not have every tool
but we may have some of what you need. Following is a partial list of what we
have:
•

Equipment to pour bearings

•

Selection of bushing reamers

•

Engine lift balancer

•

Piston tools

•

Van Norman tools

•

8 ½ inch inside/outside caliper

•

Proto 100 lb-ft torque wrench

The tentative date for the Safety & Reliability event is April 2 nd or 9th .
If there is some tool that you may need, call me to see if we have it. Perhaps you can pick it up at the event. We have a lot
of our old, framed club charters you can look at. We also have other related stuff.
Many left-over club shirts, jackets and magnetic signs are still available at attractive prices. I brought them to the last
meeting at Shoney’s, and can do this again if you let me know.

2022 Dues ($25) are delinquent at the end of January.
Please get your dues paid as soon as possible so that we can update the roster for
mailing/emailing your monthly Rumble Seat Reviewer.
For your convenience, you can mail your dues directly to:
Gary Steadman, Club Treasurer
1209 Dreamview Lane
Knoxville, TN 37922
IF YOUR 2022 DUES ARE NOT PAID BY THE END OF THIS MONTH
THIS IS YOUR LAST COPY OF THE RUMBLE SEAT REVIEWER
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If
you no longer need to advertise, please
notify the editor. New items will be added
and yours may be deleted.

•
•
•
•
•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31
Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.
FOR SALE ANTIQUE SUN Model VAT 6-3 “VoltsAmps tester.” $1,000 or FREE. Contact Charlie
Currier (865) 776-0088
FOR SALE Model A Intake Manifold. Used, but
very good condition. $40 to be donated to the club. Contact Bill
Gunnell (901) 626-3736.
FOR SALE MODEL A Parts Dennis Havner is selling parts out
of his inventory. If you need parts, call Dennis and see if he has
the part(s) and if so, arrange a time to get together, buy and pick
them up. Dennis Havner (865) 688-3964.
FOR SALE 1930 Town Sedan Miller Overhead Valve, ‘B” Model
block. Counterbalanced crank. Weber carb. 12v neg. ground
alternator. Fuel pump. Petronics ignition. Four-speed OD
transmission. 4.11:1 rear end gear. Mohair interior. Dual side
mounts. Trunk. Cast iron brake shoes. $19,000. Sam Ruble (865)
850-1326
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MEETING NOTICE
2022 Officers
President:
J. Darrell (DD) Davis
Phone: (865) 310-3371
Vice President:
Bob Helsel
Phone: (865) 805-9945
Treasurer:
Gary Steadman
Phone: (865) 264-0882
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2021 & 2022
Vic Varady
Bill Snyder
Steve Wickizer

2022 & 2023
Joe King
Tony Gardner
Bill Gunnell

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Saturday, January 15th
Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway,
Knoxville
Business meeting starts about 1:00 pm
Come early. . . Have lunch and visit!

DISCLAIMER
The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house of information
and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No
responsibility or liability is assumed, expressed or implied
as to the suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof.
Any party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion and
without recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material
and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

