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President’s Column
By Bob Helsel

D

ecember is here and the year has just flown by. It seems the older I get the faster time goes. But I
seem to be moving at slower speed? This will be my last President’s Column as we move forward
with our next president Jimmy (DD) Davis. It has been a real honor to serve and I hope we have moved the
club along to bigger and better things.

I would like to thank everyone who helped me along the way from when I started green in 2011 at the
then 50th anniversary and Christmas party, when Bill Snyder passed the gavel to me . . . . Here catch!! I
still remember my first meeting and thinking what have I done to myself, but it was too late to run. Well,
ten years later it seems like it’s become part of me, almost natural, like I’d been doing it all my life. But it’s
time for DD to move us onward and upward and I trust you will support and help him as you did me these
past years.
Many thanks to all the officers and board members who helped and eased and shared the duties…. Too
many to individually list for ten years time.
I would, however, like to thank John Baxter who has been a great help to me and all of us putting out a
world-class, award-winning newsletter every month; keeping the communication between all of us going,
especially those who don’t make many of the meetings. I’ve learned a lot from him especially in the
operation and maintenance of the Model A Ford. Randy Schwerdt also helped me a lot along those lines
and, in addition, took over my job of contributing articles and pictures for the “Model A News” and the
“Restorer”, our national magazines, every other month. He’s done a terrific job usually getting a picture or
two of our club activities. There are so many others that helped and to list them all individually, there
would be no more room for anything else in this issue. I look forward to continue to help the club in any
way I can.
Here is some follow up of the Beckley West Virginia tour in which the Schwerdt’s and Helsel’s
participated. The ‘29 yellow Woody’s engine break down was the result of the #3 rod bearing failure. The
owner plans to rebuild the engine completely as its actual condition was unknown prior to the tour. This
(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued on page 7)

You must get your $25 (refundable if you
show up) to Gary Steadman by December
4th. See details on page 8

Here’s the menu for the December 11th Party.
The items were determined by the votes of those
present at the November meeting and will comprise
the menu!
See more important information
about the party on page 8.

HOLIDAY MENU
Carved Oven Roasted Ham
Green Bean Casserole
Mashed Potatoes
Macaroni and Cheese
Choice of Salad w/Dressing
Sweet Potato Casserole w/Maple
Meringue
CHOICE OF DESSERT
Southern Banana Pudding
Peanut Butter Brownie
New York Cheesecake
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November 20, 2021 Minutes
By Carol Baxter

The meeting was called to order at 4:04 pm by Bob Helsel, President.
President Helsel acknowledged the new members. There were no visitors or guests.
There were no minutes from the previous meeting.
Gary Steadman gave the Treasurer's report. The club has a balance of $8,118. Gary collected dues tonight.
Both the website and Facebook page are getting activity. One man from Savannah, Tennessee had seen the Facebook
page and expressed interest in joining the club. Gary asked the members to let him know if anyone had any
concerns about the websites since he also oversees those as well as serving as Treasurer. Bob said the bylaws are
on the website. The bylaws need to be updated so he's forming an update committee and asked for volunteers.
There will be no meeting in December. The next meeting will be on January 15th. The majority of members voted to
meet at an earlier time during the Winter months. Info on time will be in the January newsletter.
The business cards appear to be useful for handing out to prospective members. The backside is blank so members can
add a contact name and phone number.
The officers for 2022 are: President – Jimmy (D.D.) Davis, Vice-president – Bob Helsel, Treasurer – Gary Steadman,
Event Planner – Steve Wickizer. The board members will be listed in the newsletter.
CHRISTMAS PARTY
The Christmas party will be on December11 from 4pm to 7pm. Menus were handed out for members to select five
side dishes and three dessert options The majority for each item will be chosen. Each couple will pay $25. for a
reservation. That money can go toward dues or will be refunded if the couple attends.
Tours and Events: Steve needs an assistant for the Winter.
The plans for the Spring Safety and Reliability get together will be detailed later.
Show and Tell: Tony Gardner - distributor tester, Gordon Bohannon - linchpin and transmission stand.
Meeting was adjourned.

2022 Dues ($25) should be paid by the end of December.
Please get your dues paid as soon as possible so that we can update the roster for
mailing/emailing your monthly Rumble Seat Reviewer.
For your convenience, you can mail your dues directly to:
Gary Steadman, Club Treasurer
1209 Dreamview Lane
Knoxville, TN 37922
Note: If you have changes to your information, (new address, phone number, etc.) please let
Gary know so that we can get your new Club Directory published with the latest info!
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M

any thanks to all the wonderful, talented contributors to this
publication.
Look back through your past issues at the bylines on all the great
articles and let the authors know how much you appreciate their
efforts . . . They’re the ones who make my job fun and easy.
John B
The Rumble Seat Reviewer December 2021
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the latest in Randy’s popular series of articles for your amusement and continued Model ‘A’
education. How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Can you identify these parts by name and number on every Model ‘A’ that Henry made?
If you enjoy this series of quizzes, let Randy know. He puts in a lot of time and work to research, photograph, and
identify these parts.

Answers to last month’s quiz:
1.

Rear hub seal snap ring............................................... A-1180

2.

Exhaust manifold gland ring ........................................ A-9440

3.

Distributor cam ............................................................ A-12210
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(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued from page 1)

‘29 Woody had a lot of modifications beside the engine. It had onboard GPS and LED turn signals mounted
inside the headlight bucket . . . the whole headlight bucket blinked! He had an electric fan and electric
temperature-controlled water pump, a downdraft carburetor and electronic ignition. It had a canary yellow
hood/cowl with black fenders and was nicknamed the “Bumble Bee.” It will be an eye-catching Model A
once the motor is sorted out.
The second “Chicken Award” winner was a Roadster which wouldn’t stay started and run after being
parked. It was restarted finally with a lot of white smoke, but lost power and quit on the way back. It was
reported later to be a bad intake/exhaust manifold leak and a carburetor problem also.
The Knoxville duo returned without problems after the approximate 1,000 mile outing.
Well, I’ll sign off here and hope to see you at the 60th anniversary Christmas party. See the details
elsewhere in the newsletter.

This months “Tidbit of Little Known Facts”:
May 1930
•

May 1930 The breather pipe on the crankcase was changed for the
third and final time.

•

1927 to July 1929 the inside 3 baffles pointed down and out alternating left and right.

•

July 1929 to May 1930 they pointed up and out.

•

May 1930 to the end of production the baffles pointed down and in.
Who knew??
“The Ford Model A” by George DeAngelis, et. al

As always, I hope to see many of you down the road on our next adventure in Henry’s Lady.
Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A…
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Club News

The response to the Christmas party is good so far.
Please NOTE:
If you are going to the party, you need to have your
$25 to Gary Steadman no later than Saturday the 4th
of December.

T

Gary Steadman
1209 Dreamview Lane
Knoxville, TN 3792

he party is at The Chef's Table, 9111A Executive Park Drive just off Cedar Bluff
Road, on Saturday, December 11th at 4-7p.m., details below.

We will be limited to about 74 people, limit 2 adults per membership. First come first served
basis.
Approximately 38 have already signed up as of the November club meeting.
If you come to the party, your money will be applied for your 2022 club dues. If you have
already paid your dues, your deposit will be refunded, if you come. If you don't come, your
deposit will be forfeited and your dues not covered, unless previously paid.
Call or email Bob Helsel if you have any questions or concerns.
If you know members without email, please relay this information to them.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get
this information to the editor promptly. If you
no longer need to advertise, please notify
the editor. New items will be added and

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31
Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used)
Contact Bill Snyder (865) 365-1029.
FOR SALE ANTIQUE SUN Model VAT 6-3
“Volts-Amps tester.” $1,000 or FREE.
Contact Charlie Currier (865) 776-0088
FOR SALE
Trailer Tires, (4), Carlisle 8-ply,
205 x 75 D15.
Used, but very good tread and
condition. Contact Bob Helsel (865) 805-9945
FOR SALE Model A Intake Manifold. Used, but very good
condition. $40 to be donated to the club. Contact Bill Gunnell
(901) 626-3736.
FOR SALE A few items new in packaging. 28/29 wheels; 30/31
wheels; 32 wheels; Glass Fuel filters; whole motors;
Transmissions; Heads; Pistons; Valves; Distributor, 1 left;
Starters; 6v Alt/Gens; Horns; Dash panel; Steering wheel; Brake
rods; Wiring harness; Fan blades; Brake shoes; Light bulbs;
Gaskets; Tail light; King pins; Spindles; 1 Trunk; 2 banjo rear
ends with axles and drive shaft; Bucket full of lead I think for
Babbitt but not sure. Many other parts I have no idea what they
are. Make Offer. What is left in January goes to the scrap metal
yard. Sam Ruble (865) 850-1326
FOR SALE MODEL A Parts Dennis Havner is selling parts out
of his inventory. If you need parts, call Dennis and see if he has
the part(s) and if so, arrange a time to get together, buy and pick
them up. Dennis Havner (865) 688-3964.
FOR SALE 1930 Town Sedan Miller Overhead Valve, ‘B” Model
block. Counterbalanced crank. Weber carb. 12v neg. ground
alternator. Fuel pump. Petronics ignition. Four-speed OD
transmission. 4.11:1 rear end gear. Mohair interior. Dual side
mounts. Trunk. Cast iron brake shoes. $19,000. Sam Ruble (865)
850-1326
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MEETING NOTICE
2021 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 805-9945
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Gary Steadman

Board of Directors
2020 & 2021
Darrell Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

2021 & 2022
Vic Varady
Bill Snyder
Steve Wickizer

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

No meeting in December!

Frank Trent

See you at the Christmas/60th Anniversary Party
Next Meeting: January 15 at Shoney’s on North
Broadway
DISCLAIMER
The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house of information and as a forum for the
exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or liability is assumed, expressed or implied
as to the suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using the suggestions,
ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at
his own risk and discretion and without recourse
against anyone. Any materials published herein
may be reprinted without permission, unless
otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the
material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

