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Picnic in the Park and Club Election
Presidents Column–Driving "Cabby"
By Bob Helsel

H

ere we are in November but where did October go? We had a great Fall picnic at Cove
Lake State Park in the mid month and then who stole the last 2 weeks? Oh yeah, I said Halloween was just
around the corner in last months column and it slipped right past by me. Steve Wickizer and I did go to our Trunk or
Treat event on the day before Halloween. But we went in a modern car because it was too cold and rainy for model
A’s and us old geezers. They did have the event as it was billed as rain or shine. We got there just before the kickoff
and dropped off a bunch of Candy for them. We even got to tour the Oscar Meyer Weinermobile.
November is time for the annual Veterans Day Parade in downtown Knoxville as we’ve done every year for a long
time. See details (pg. 2) about meeting and driving to our step off point. I know we’re on the participant list but they
haven't released the lineup positions yet. This will be the 96th Veterans Day Parade for Knoxville.
The outing & meeting at Cove Lake State Park was a great time. Much thanks to Jimmy Darrell Davis (DD) for
reserving the nice pavilion for us and showing up early with mini trailer behind his Fordor, to secure parking for us as a
group like last time. The Pollards and Bohanans also were there early to get things organized and tables nicely
decorated for a Fall and Halloween theme. Great job as always, Anita and Mary Lee! We had a beautiful drive there
through the countryside and all arrived without mechanical issues.
The Schwerdt’s and Helsel’s went on a multiday tour to Beckley, West Virginia towards the end of the month. All
total we drove about 1,000 miles counting there and back and local side trips. The tour
was sponsored by MAFCA’s Southeastern Touring Group Chapter (SIG). A’s, numbering
19, met there and toured together for three days. We visited the New River Gorge
National Park (the newest NP). It has the longest (1,700 ft.) single span arch steel bridge
in the US. (It was the longest in the world till 2003). It is 876 ft above the river, second
only to Colorado’s Royal Gorge.
The Greenbrier (Country Club and Golf Course of Sam Snead fame) in White Sulfur
Springs was another great adventure. We all lined up our Model A’s at the entrance for a
“Cover” shot for some publication down the line. See Pics elsewhere. The two SMMAC
coupes made the trip unscathed and attracted attention wherever we stopped. I even got to
unload my Rubber Chicken Award that I “won” on a previous outing when my center
New River Gorge
main bearing gave out. The unfortunate soul ( recipient’s) engine sounded just like mine
did. It went back to the hotel on a rollback where the trailer that brought it from the Nashville area was waiting to
carry it back home. He only had to keep the chicken for a day because another fellow tourer had bad engine trouble
related to his carburetor and/or ignition the following day.
(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued on page 3)

•

Thursday, November 11th
th

Knoxville 96 Veterans Day Parade.

•

Saturday, November 20th 1:00 pm
Club meeting Election of 2022 Officers

•

Saturday December 11th from 4:00-7:00 pm.
Christmas Party / 60th year celebration.

Thursday, November 11th - Knoxville’s 94rd Veterans Day. Depart Broadway
Shopping Center (near St. Mary’s Hospital) at 9:30 am and convoy to the assembly
point at the Civic Coliseum where the parade will step off at 10:40 am.

W

e have secured the venue for the Christmas party. It will be held at The Chef’s Table,
which is open for breakfast and lunch M-F from 7:00 to 2:30 and, starting soon, brunch
on Saturdays. They have breakfast all day and lunch starts at 10:30. Try it out if you’re in the area.
We will be having our private event Saturday December 11th from 4:00-7:00 pm.
The Chef’s Table is located at 9111A Executive Park Drive just off Cedar Bluff Road.
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(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued from page 1)

The Greenbrier Country Club and Golf Course, White Sulfur Springs

It’s great to tour with lots of different folks from (15) different states and see how they prepared their A’s for this type
of event. One couple we met trailered from Dalton, Georgia and also belonged to the Chattanooga club.
Our next meeting will be at Shoney’s 4032 North Broadway on the 20th of this month.
has a home game
with South Alabama that day, most likely at noon, so we will plan the meeting for 1:00 P.M. to try and miss most of
the traffic. We can adjust the time if need be. This will be the meeting where we elect next years board members and
officers, so try to attend if at all possible. Additional nominations will be accepted from the floor.
December will be our Christmas meeting and 60th Anniversary celebration at the Chef’s Table. More details will
be available at the November meeting. If you have memorabilia about the club from previous years, consider bringing
it to display. I’ll bring the plaques with the names of our charter members and previous presidents to display.
This months “Tidbit of Little-Known Facts”:
October 1928
The 4-point engine mounting was change to a 3-point floating front yoke supported with springs on the cross
member and a center spring. Rubber pads were available as an after market item to replace the side springs.
At about engine #560,000 the very problematic multidisc clutch and flywheel were replaced with a new and
improved single-disc assembly. Many early 1928’s were retrofitted with the new single disc system by owners or
dealers.
The 5-bearing cam shaft was replaced with a 3-bearing one and the block altered accordingly.
From “The Ford Model A ” by George DeAngelis, et. al.
As always, I hope to see many of you down the road on our next adventures in Henry’s Lady.

Keep America Beautiful . . . Drive Your Model A!
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A

round 25 club members drove their Model
‘A’s to Cove Lake State Park for a cool,
windy, picnic/meeting on this beautiful
East Tennessee Fall Saturday.
Thanks to DD for arranging the reservations, and to
Anita and Mary Lee for the colorful table decorations..
Special thanks to all who drove their Model ‘A’s !
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the latest in Randy’s popular series of articles for your amusement and continued Model ‘A’
education. How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Can you identify these parts by name and number on every Model ‘A’ that Henry made?
If you enjoy this series of quizzes, let Randy know. He puts in a lot of time and work to research, photograph, and
identify these parts.

Answers to last month’s quiz:
1.

Front motor mount spring ........................................... A-6031

2.

Emergency brake cross shaft bracket .......................... A-2845

3.

Clutch release shaft arm .............................................. A-7511-B
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New Mexico Encounter
by Steve Wickizer

W

hile attending the International Balloon Fiesta in Albuquerque in October, 2021, I saw a 1930
Model A Coupe. I just had to catch him and chat about ‘A’ Models. It took about five miles because
we were heading downhill away from the mountains into the city. He made a U-turn and my rental’s horn
made him stop.
We chatted about our cars and he explained that the Coupe was his Dad’s derelict that he completely rebuilt
and, yes it had a Mitchell Overdrive. That was why he was so hard to catch! He gave me the information about
a dinner meeting that night.
This was to be a joint meeting because a MAFCA tour was arriving and his local chapter was
hosting a dinner. When I arrived, the local club (see photo on the President’s jacket to find out
which chapter) there were eleven Model A’s of various models parked nearby.
Slowly the tour arrived in groups of five to six from their evening lodging. There were 24
Model A’s in the tour, and the parking lot looked like a big used Model ‘A’ car lot. I have never
seen so many and different Model A’s at one time.
Please look closely at the photos and enjoy the fun.
Stephen Wickizer,
The Wandering Cub Reporter
Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club
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Club News

T

he November meeting is important because we will hold the election for 2022 officers.

The Nominating Committee, comprising Bill Snyder, Steve Wickizer, and Vic
Varady have presented the following slate of candidates.
Other nominations may be accepted the night of the meeting.

•

President
Jimmy Darryl Davis (Double D)

•

Tour Director
Steve Wickizer

•

Vice President
Robert (Bob) Helsel

•

•

Secretary
No one has come forward

Director for Two-Year Term
Joe King
Tony Gardner
Bill Gunnell

•

Treasurer
Gary Steadman

2022 Dues ($25) should be paid by the end of December.
Please get your dues paid as soon as possible so that we can update the roster for
mailing/emailing your monthly Rumble Seat Reviewer.
For your convenience, you can mail your dues directly to:
Gary Steadman, Club Treasurer
1209 Dreamview Lane
Knoxville, TN 37922
Note: If you have changes to your information, (new address, phone number, etc.) please let
Gary know so that we can get your new Club Directory published with the latest info!
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FOR SALE or WANTED

Get this information to the editor promptly. If
you no longer need to advertise, please
notify the editor. New items will be added
and yours may be deleted.

•
•
•
•

•
•

•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31
Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.
FOR SALE ANTIQUE SUN Model VAT 6-3
“Volts-Amps tester.” $1,000 or FREE.
Contact Charlie Currier (865) 776-0088
FOR SALE Trailer Tires, (4), Carlisle
8-ply, 205 x 75 D15. Used, but very
good tread and condition. Contact Bob
Helsel (865) 805-9945
FOR SALE Model A Intake Manifold. Used, but very good
condition. $40 to be donated to the club. Contact Bill Gunnell
(901) 626-3736.
FOR SALE A few items new in packaging. 28/29 wheels; 30/31
wheels; 32 wheels; Glass Fuel filters; whole motors;
Transmissions; Heads; Pistons; Valves; Distributor, 1 left;
Starters; 6v Alt/Gens; Horns; Dash panel; Steering wheel; Brake
rods; Wiring harness; Fan blades; Brake shoes; Light bulbs;
Gaskets; Tail light; King pins; Spindles; 1 Trunk; 2 banjo rear
ends with axles and drive shaft; Bucket full of lead I think for
Babbitt but not sure. Many other parts I have no idea what they
are. Make Offer. What is left in January goes to the scrap metal
yard. Sam Ruble (865) 850-1326
FOR SALE MODEL A Parts Dennis Havner is selling parts out
of his inventory. If you need parts, call Dennis and see if he has
the part(s) and if so, arrange a time to get together, buy and pick
them up. Dennis Havner (865) 688-3964.
FOR SALE 1930 Town Sedan Miller Overhead Valve, ‘B” Model
block. Counterbalanced crank. Weber carb. 12v neg. ground
alternator. Fuel pump. Petronics ignition. Four-speed OD
transmission. 4.11:1 rear end gear. Mohair interior. Dual side
mounts. Trunk. Cast iron brake shoes. $19,000. Sam Ruble (865)
850-1326
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MEETING NOTICE
2021 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 805-9945
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Frank Trent
Gary Steadman

Saturday, November 20th
Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway,
Knoxville
Business meeting starts about 1:00 pm
Come early. . . Have lunch and visit!

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2020 & 2021
Darrell Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

2021 & 2022
Vic Varady
Bill Snyder
Steve Wickizer

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house of information
and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No
responsibility or liability is assumed, expressed or implied
as to the suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof.
Any party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion and
without recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material
and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

