September 2021
Visit our website at
www.smokymountainmodela.com
Check out our Facebook page
Smoky Mountain Model A Club

•
•
•
•

Coming Events ................... Page 2
Steering Box Adjustment .. Page 3
Model ‘A’ Parts Quiz .......... Page 6
Club News .......................... Page 8

Annual Club Picnic — September 18th

Presidents Column–Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

H

ere comes Fall! We are moving into September — cooler weather and good times for driving our Model A’s
around town or into the country. This is a good time for some impromptu tours and rides so watch your
email and text messaging if you can do either of those.

Last month I mentioned my Cabriolet having a pesky water leak that I was trying to ignore. Well, it is time for all
the “I told you so’s!!” I took it down to Randy Schwerdt’s garage to update the brakes because it had steel drums and I
wanted cast iron drums for long distance touring. While it was down there, Randy thought it prudent to find the
radiator leak in view of an anticipated tour to West Virginia.
Well let it be said; therefore let it be done. Out came the radiator. It turned out to be a very wise move as Randy
found the leak at the underside of the outflow pipe joint. After some cleaning and scraping of paint, the torch and
solder were put to use. As a bonus, the overflow tube, which had come loose from the edge of the radiator, was tacked
back in place. I’ve driven about 100 miles since then and the water level is staying right where it should be. Thanks
Randy for making me quit my skillful neglect and address the problem head-on. I guess I’m used to small leaks
stopping on their own, but unlike blood, water doesn’t clot!
We had a good August meeting. The attendance was down somewhat, as more people are concerned about the
uptick in the COVID virus infections and hospitalizations. We will just monitor this and react accordingly. Most of us
have been vaccinated, as I’ve been, so we will just be cautious as we proceed.
Our next meeting will be at the picnic at the Cove in Concord Park on the 18th of this month. The current plan is to
meet at 10:00 a.m. Bring a dish or something to share and the club will do the hot dogs and hamburgers with
condiments and provide water or tea.
Jim Wolfe, our usual picnic chef/cook, is not going to be there, so we need a volunteer to cook the dogs and
burgers. Let me know if you can take on this task, (865) 805-9945.
(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued on page 7)

•

Saturday, September 18th, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm.
Annual Club Picnic at The Cove at Concord Park.

•

Saturday, October 2nd, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm.
Union County Annual Heritage Festival

•

Saturday, October 16th, 10:00 am
October Club meeting at Cove Lake State Park Bring
your own picnic lunch and please observe safe health
practices.

•

Thursday, November 11th
th

Knoxville 96 Veterans Day Parade.

•

Saturday December 11th from 4:00-7:00 pm.
Christmas Party / 60th year celebration.

The festival committee is
arranging a special reserved
parking area for the Smoky
Mountain Model A Club, and
requests that we arrive as a
group and have our cars in
place by 9:30 am.
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Union County’s 16th/17th Annual Heritage Festival
will be Saturday, October 2, 2021
“Take a Country Road”
Maynardville, Tennessee
10:00 – 4:00
The festival is a FREE family and pet-friendly
(on a leash) event!
Free Parking and Free Admission
Ride the free shuttle bus to all venues.
FLASHBACK BAND will headline
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August 21, 2021 Minutes
Submitted by Linda Varady

T

he August meeting of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club was called to order at 6:01 pm on August 21st by President
Bob Helsel at Shoney’s, N. Broadway Knoxville. President Helsel welcomed returning and new members.

The new members included are David & Venita Dowker, Ted & Ana Ferguson, Tim & Lisa Heck, Craig Mason, Donald
Eugene Rackard, Aubrey & Becky Needham, Norman & Louise Membrino, Tim & Andi Hooper, and Mark & Regina Heavner.
Sunshine Report: Barbara Mabry continues to recover from her bout with COVID 19. Carol Baxter’s shoulder is improving
with rehab. John Pace slipped and broke his arm, but was able to join us.
The July minutes didn’t make the newsletter, but printed copies were available. They were approved by acclamation.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer, Gary Steadman, was not present
Old Business: President Helsel reported the addition of two new members from our Facebook page: Tim & Andi Hooper, who
were present tonight, and Jim Shockley from Hendersonville, NC.
It was reported that there was a Board meeting held on Wednesday the 25 th at the Chef’s Table in Knoxville, which is being
considered as the venue for our Christmas/60th Anniversary celebration. There is still a need for a committee to plan this event.
If you are interested please call Bob Helsel.
New Business: Election of Club officers. If you are interested in running for a place on the board please contact one of the
election committee members. They are Bill Snyder, Vic Varady and Steve Wickizer.
Tours and Events:
•

September 18th Our Annual Picnic ( International Model Day) will be held at The Cove, Concord Park in Farragut.
From 10:00 am until 3:00 pm. Contact Ken Lund for directions as the traffic patterns have changed.

•

October 16th Meeting at Cove Lake State Park. Details to follow.

•

November: Veterans Day Parade will the Thursday, November 11. Meet at our regular spot between 9:00 & 9:30
am. Details will be in the October newsletter.

•

December: Christmas and 60th Anniversary Party. Details will be upcoming as soon as a committee is formed.

Show and Tell: Gordon Bohanan had a Model A cooker made from an ammunition box. Ken Lund had a picture of the 82
Model As that attended the Club’s 40th anniversary tour at Norris Dam.
The 50/50 raffle was won by Tom Christman. Other small items were won by Bob Helsel, Tim Hooper and Charlie Currier.
Next there was an auction of a Model A Ford Mechanics Handbook, donated by Ken Lund, and won by Tom Christman using
some of his 50/50 winnings.
President Helsel adjourned the meeting at 6:32PM. The next meeting will be the picnic at The Cove at 10:00 am on
September 18th.
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Adjusting the Two-tooth Steering Box
By Robert (Bob) Wyrick

B

efore explaining the proper adjustment of the two-tooth steering assembly we must look briefly at other factors that can
negatively affect proper steering. The steering box is responsible for approximately 70% of the car’s ability to handle
correctly. However, the other 30% can be attributed to a number of other factors that we shall enumerate shortly. If there are worn or
misaligned parts any steering box adjustment will prove to no avail.
Such seemingly benign problems that can contribute to poor steering are:
•loose bolts securing the steering box to the frame
• loose pitman arm bolt
•spindle arm ball studs worn out of round
•incorrect tension on tie rod or drag link plugs
•worn king pin bushings
•spindle thrust bearings worn or incorrectly set
•incorrect caster or toe-in adjustment
When you have examined and corrected any of the above mentioned problems you can now concentrate on the two-tooth
steering box. The seven-tooth box, standard for use in ‘28, ‘29, and a few ‘30 models, will be left for another article.
The most accurate adjustment can be made only after the steering box has been removed, disassembled, cleaned, inspected and
any worn or damaged parts replaced. Should you decide to have the sector housing machined for roller bearings and oil seal, this
would be a good time to have this done.
Begin by applying a thin coat of grease on all moving parts to prevent friction during the adjustment process. Set worm gear
bearings in place, by inserting the upper race with adjusting bolt slot up and gently seat the races on the bearings until there is no end
play in the shaft without drag. When this is done secure the end play adjusting bolt and locking nut (Fig. 1-A).
Next center and align the steering wheel keyway in the steering rod with the end play adjusting bolt on the steering box by
rotating the steering rod from one extreme to the other counting the turns then reversing half the number of turns until the keyway
and end play adjusting nut are in alignment. This will set the worm gear in a central position.
Next insert the sector shaft with the brass cup washer with the teeth straight into the worm gear. Place the sector shaft housing
with the circular seal in place followed by placing the two-piece cone cams (Fig. 1-B) over the top right stud then start the four
assembly nuts and lock washers being careful not to over tighten.
You are now ready to begin the adjustment process by first adjusting the sector end play screw (Fig. 2-C) and lock nut taking
end play out of the sector shaft. This may later need to be readjusted after the final tightening of the sector housing to prevent undue
drag.
Next wrap a piece of masking tape around the end of the upper race above the steering shaft and then wrap a second piece of
tape around the shaft near the upper race. Center the shaft as described earlier again aligning the steering wheel keyway with the
steering shaft end play bolt atop the box. Make a reference mark at top dead center on both pieces of tape for use as a reference
point.
You are now ready to adjust the centralization rivet (Fig. 2-D) located at the bottom of the box. This is the slotted rivet set in a
notch of the sector housing. This adjustment centers the sector shaft teeth in the worm gear. It is seldom out of adjustment but should
be checked just to make sure it is in proper alignment.
Turn the shaft to extreme right and mark the amount of free play on the tape. Turn to extreme left and do the same to see if free
play is equal at each extreme. If more play is detected at right of center, turn the adjusting rivet to the left or counter clockwise. If
play is more to the left of center, turn the rivet to the right or clockwise. Continue until free play is equal at each extreme.
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You are now ready to adjust the eccentric adjusting cone, which will set the depth of the sector teeth into the worm gear. This is
the ¾-inch sleeve and cone located at the upper right bolt securing the sector housing to the gear box. This is a most delicate
adjustment and may entail patience with some trial and error to get it right, especially if there is wear in the sector or worm gear.
Again, center the steering shaft and turn the nut clockwise to where there is a minimal amount of play without drag on the shaft.
Note that the tightest spot will be when the shaft is centered or when the wheels of the car would be straight ahead. Play will increase
at each extreme. Finally, tighten all four bolts then recheck that there is no drag in the center position. If there is drag, repeat the
process always ending the process on a clockwise rotation. Tighten and recheck the sector shaft end play screw to see that the
tightening process has not created drag on the sector shaft.
This process should maximize the steering efficiency of your car. If the assembly has little or no wear and in proper adjustment
the steering wheel should have less than three inches of play at the center position.

A

Fig. 2

B

*Note: Adjustment is on opposite side
of box, hidden by flange in Fig. 1.

C
*D

Fig. 1 Steering box left side

Fig. 2teering box right side

*Note: Adjustment is on opposite side of
box, hidden by flange in Fig. 1.

For more specifics on this subject refer to:
The Model A Ford Mechanics Handbook by Les Andrews, Section 1 pp 290—312.
How to Restore Your Model A, Second Edition “Servicing the Steering” by Murray Fahnestock pp 92—94.
How to Restore Your Model A, Vol 6 “Improving Model A Steering,” by Wiley Higgins pp 16—17.
Technically Speaking Vol 2 “The Two-tooth Steering Gear,” by Paul Moller and George Klicka and Walter Mackin, pp 76—81.
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the latest in Randy’s popular series of articles for your amusement and continued Model ‘A’
education. How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Can you identify these parts by name and number on every Model ‘A’ that Henry made?
If you enjoy this series of quizzes, let Randy know. He puts in a lot of time and work to research, photograph, and
identify these parts.

Answers to last month’s quiz:
1.

Deck lid bumper .......................................................... A-41518

2.

Starter rod ................................................................... A-11470

3.

License plate bracket ................................................... A-13145

4.

Starter switch fiber cross ............................................. A-11450

5.

1928-29 Tudor rear back rest clip ................................ A-47908

6.

Hood bumper center support ....................................... A-16761

Page 6

The Rumble Seat Reviewer September 2021

(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued from page 1)

Once again, it is time to be working on electing next year’s board members and officers. The nomination committee
is looking for people to fill the one-year positions of President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary. We also need to
elect three board members for a two-year term. Please consider helping us keep this 60-year-old club thriving. Don’t be
shy, even if you’ve never done this before the senior board members and officers will help you through it.
As many of you know, we collect aluminum can tabs to support the Ronald
McDonald House. We’ve fallen behind due to COVID effect, but Tommy
Ethridge bailed us out by collecting a huge amount. Thanks Tommy for your
huge efforts. Bring your aluminum can tabs to the meeting to add to the
collection.
Aluminum tab tops for Ronald McDonald House

One of our new members, Don Rackard, has been diligently
working to ready his newly acquired 1929 Tudor to show in the Old Car Festival in Dearborn,
Michigan. The Old Car Festival is the longest running antique car show in America and is
featuring 1903-1932 cars this year.

W

e have secured the venue for the Christmas party. It will be held at The Chef’s Table,
which is open for breakfast and lunch M-F from 7:00 to 2:30 and, starting soon, brunch
on Saturdays. They have breakfast all day and lunch starts at 10:30. Try it out if you’re in the area.
We will being having our private event Saturday December 11th from 4:00-7:00 pm.

The Chef’s Table is located at 9111A Executive Park Drive just off Cedar Bluff Road.

This months “Tidbit of Little Known Facts”:
1928-29 Model A’s
The Tudor (55-A) was the most popular model in this 2 year period
1927: 1,948 sold
1928: 208,562 sold
1929: 518,588 sold
That’s almost a quarter of a million cars
(1928 USA population 120,509,000)
“The Ford Model A ”
George DeAngelis, et.al.

As always, I hope to see many of you down the road on our next adventures in Henry’s Lady.

Keep America Beautiful . . . Drive Your Model A!
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Club News

Thanks guys!

S

everal Smoky Mountain Model A Club members braved the
searing heat of a sunny late-summer East Tennessee day to attend
the Cruise-In at Powell, Tennessee in support of the East Tennessee
Bloodhound Rescue and Sanctuary, whose mission is to Rescue
Bloodhounds simply because of their love of the breed. all donations go
towards saving the lives of more and more Bloodhounds. All of the dogs
will go to approved homes only. When they are ready for their new homes
all will be UTD on all shots and be Spayed/Neutered.

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028
Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,
10am to 4pm, Pacific Time

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6711 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If
you no longer need to advertise, please
notify the editor. New items will be added
and yours may be deleted.

•
•
•
•

•
•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31
Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.
FOR SALE ANTIQUE SUN Model VAT 6-3 “Volts
-Amps tester.” $1,000 or FREE. Contact Charlie
Currier (865) 776-0088
FOR SALE Trailer Tires, (4),
Carlisle 8-ply, 205 x 75 D15. Used,
but very good tread and condition.
Contact Bob Helsel (865) 805-9945
FOR SALE Model A Intake
Manifold. Used, but very good condition. $40 to be donated to
the club. Contact Bill Gunnell (901) 626-3736.
FOR SALE Twelve Model A Engines in various states: 5 have
the head attached, 3 have the bell housing attached. Make offer
per engine. Sam Ruble (865) 850-1326.
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MEETING NOTICE
2021 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 805-9945
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Frank Trent
Gary Steadman

11808 S Northshore Dr, Knoxville
DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2020 & 2021
Darrell Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

2021 & 2022
Vic Varady
Bill Snyder
Steve Wickizer

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Saturday, September 18th
10:00 am
Annual Club Picnic
The Cove at Concord Park

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof.
Any party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples
expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion and without recourse against anyone. Any materials published herein may be reprinted without
permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the
original source of the material and “The Rumble
Seat Reviewer.”

