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A Visit to the Mountain’s Military Vehicle Collection
See page 4 for more pictures from the club’s visit to
Dion and Rebecca Mountain’s home to view their collection
of military vehicles and tour the Homesteader Trailers
facility.

Presidents Column–Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

Heading for the “Mountains“
August is here and seems to be not quite as hot as last year
but still enough heat to test your Model A’s cooling system. At
times like these, I’ve often thought about what it would be like to have air conditioning in my Business Coupe. But
then I realize it was only a bad dream as I realize how unnatural that would be. So I push out that front window and
pick up some speed to get that conditioned air flowing in. Speaking of cooling systems, the Cabriolet seems to have a
very small leak which is elusive but aggravating, not knowing where it’s coming from, and wondering if something
worse is about to unfold. I then think about pulling the radiator . . . Nah, I wait a little longer and play ostrich and till
something else occurs and then you can say I told you so . . .

We had nearly a full house at the July meeting at Shoney’s. I estimated about 30-40 members. The consensus was
to hold the meetings in the evening during the longer days and switch back to the early time frame during the times
when it gets dark early, so we don’t have to drive Model A’s after dark, or for me any car at night if I don’t have to.
This will also be helpful for members who come longer distances.
Last month we had a trip to the mountains and “THE MOUNTAINS” in New Tazewell. Dion and Rebecca were
terrific hosts and gave us a great deal of information on Army military vehicles and weapons. It was very impressive
to see a collection of these vehicles and weapons he as acquired over many years of collecting. He has early Army
“Jeeps” both Ford and Willys. The Jeep’s official designation was U.S. Army Truck, 1/4 ton, 4x4, Command
Reconnaissance vehicle.
We made a visit to the Heritage Christian Academy, which he helped build and sponsors. This is a great K-8 school
which teaches the usual subjects to include cursive writing but also how to be helpful and productive members of
society. It is reassuring to see schools like this still around. They take no government assistance so dependent on
donors and benefactors. I would send my children to a school like this without hesitation.
(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued on page 3)

•

Saturday, September 4th, 5 pm - ??.
Thunder in the Park, Hwy 33, Maynardville.

•

Saturday, September 18th, 10 am - 3 pm.
Annual Club Picnic at The Cove at Concord Park.

•

November (date to be determined)
Knoxville Veterans Day Parade. (Watch for details.)
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(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued from page 1)

Our next stop was to the Homesteader Trailers facility that Dion built from the ground up since 1985. This was an
eye-opening experience for me and our group. He produces about 60 trailers a day in many varieties from horse to dump
to cargo and car haulers. We got a first-hand closeup look at the building of a trailer from the ground up. His computercentered manufacturing makes this a very swift and efficient process with an excellent end product. I subsequently
learned that one of our members, Larry LaPatka, was a Homesteader dealer previously and confirmed what an
outstanding product Dion’s company produces with the dedicated work staff which are treated with a family type
atmosphere.
My dad was stationed in Japan right after the war in 1946 and I remember riding in the back seat of a jeep with my
sister. I survived even not having a seat belt. The Jeep was his personal vehicle to use there because there were no
civilian cars.
We will be helping support the Blood Hound Rescue this month by showing off our “A's” to help draw visitors to a
craft fair in Powell. This may already be past history by the time you read this. If not, drive your Model A over between
10:00 and 4:00, and stay a while to let people know about our truly classic vehicles.
I got a phone call from a potential new member who was very complimentary about our club and especially wanted
to praise our Website. He thought we had interesting events and outstanding photographs. . . . Kudos to our webmaster
and photographer, Gary Steadman.
Our next meeting is at Shoney’s on N. Broadway on the 21st of August again at 6 p.m.…. Not 2 p.m. Come early to
eat and socialize before we start the meeting 6. I’m hoping we can have even more attendance this month, as people feel
more comfortable about getting out. I’m hopeful this new COVID variant won’t put us in a retreat posture. (politically
correct called a retrograde deployment.)
This months “Tidbit of “WOW” Facts”:

1929: Ford sold 23,020 cars in TENNESSEE compared to 14,455 cars sold by Chevrolet.
1930 (mid year): Ford sold 10,776 compared to 6,803 Chevrolets (‘29 depression worsening)
The Automotive Pie in 1929: Ford got the biggest slice (1/3) of it and 40 other makers split the other two thirds
A ‘30 std coupe listed for $500 (17.5% dealer disc)............................. Net cost $412.50
Add cost of bumpers, freight, gas and oil ............................................. Net cost $463.73
Dealer List Price $590 ($100 in 1929 would be $1588.87 today)
“The Legendary Model A ” by Peter Winnewisser

As always, I hope to see many of you down the road on our next adventures in Henry’s Lady.

Keep America Beautiful . . . Drive Your Model A!
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The Adjustable Wrench A-17021
by Bob Wyrick

T

he adjustable wrench was a carryover from the Model T era. It measured approximately 9-1/4 in. long and
had a 3/8 in. square end on the handle that fit the differential drain plug.

From the onset of production to May 1928 Ford script was embossed on the fixed jaw of the wrench. There were
two sizes of script: a large one made by Barcalo and a small one by Moore Drop Forging Co.
After January 1928 the fixed and movable jaws were dipped in black pyroxylin lacquer prior to assembly. The
knurled adjuster was blued steel and the pin was unfinished steel.

After May 1928 these wrenches were unscripted through the end of Model A production.

In December 1931 a third wrench was introduced with Ford USA on the moveable jaw. It is doubtful that this
wrench ever made it into Model A production.

References:
1. Model A Judging Standards—Area 17—Tools.
2. Technically Speaking, Authentically Speaking –Model A Tool Kit by Ed Francis and George DeAngelis
3. How to Restore Your Model A –Adjustable Wrench Restoration A-1702 by David Adair
4. Technically Speaking—Model A Tools and More by George Millar
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the fifteenth in Randy’s popular series of articles for your amusement and continued Model ‘A’
education. How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Can you identify these parts by name and number on every Model ‘A’ that Henry made?
If you enjoy this series of quizzes, let Randy know. He puts in a lot of time and work to research, photograph, and
identify
these
parts.

Answers to last month’s quiz:
1.

Pop-out switch cable clamp to head bolt ...................... A-11575

2.

Light switch spider ....................................................... A-3643

3.

Generator support bracket ........................................... A-10156

4.

Generator coil mounting shoe ...................................... A-10100

5.

Water pump impeller thrust washer ............................. A-8513

6.

Wire clip, cutout to terminal box, conduit to firewall ...... A-14577
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Autos Through the Ages, Great Smoky Mountain Heritage Center
by Vic Varady

F

our members of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club brought their vehicles to the “Autos Through the
Ages” car show at the Great Smoky Mountain Heritage Center in Townsend on Saturday July 17, 2021.
Doug Terry and his `31 Vickie, Lou Puma and his Town Sedan, Randy and Vickie Schwerdt with their Coupe, and
me with my `29 Pickup.
The East Tennessee Region (ETR) of the Antique Automobile Club of America (AACA) hosted and sponsored
the show. The show featured 122 cars and trucks of various models and ages for viewing by interested people. The
weather was beautiful.
The Monday edition (July 19, 2021) of the Maryville Daily Times featured a front-page article about the show
with a picture of our four Model A’s. Other pictures and the rest of the article were on page two.
The ETR and Gerry Hodge of Twin City Buick/GMC and Steve West of West Chevrolet and the Blount
Partnership were financial sponsors of the event. Lunch was provided for exhibitors and they were given passes to
view the Heritage Center galleries. The ETR expects to hold this event annually.
If you are interested in exhibiting your car or just viewing the cars at AACA events, let me know or go the ETR
page on the AACA website.
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Club News

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028
Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,
10am to 4pm, Pacific Time

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6711 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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FOR SALE or WANTED

Get this information to the editor promptly. If
you no longer need to advertise, please
notify the editor. New items will be added
and yours may be deleted.

•
•
•
•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31
Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.
FOR SALE ANTIQUE SUN Model VAT 6-3 “VoltsAmps tester.” $1,000 or FREE. Contact Charlie
Currier (865) 776-0088
FOR SALE Trailer Tires, (4),
Carlisle 8-ply, 205 x 75 D15.
Used, but very good tread and
condition. Contact Bob Helsel
(865) 805-9945
FOR SALE Model A Intake Manifold. Used, but very good
condition. $40 to be donated to the club. Contact Bill Gunnell
(901) 626-3736.
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MEETING NOTICE
2021 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 805-9945
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Frank Trent
Gary Steadman

Come early and chow down!

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2020 & 2021
Darrell Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

2021 & 2022
Vic Varady
Bill Snyder
Steve Wickizer

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Saturday, August 21st
6:00 pm
Shoney’s Restaurant
4032 N. Broadway

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the
materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house
of information and as a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions. No responsibility or liability is
assumed, expressed or implied as to the suitability,
accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using
the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein
does so at his own risk and discretion and without
recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless
otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of
the material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

