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Model A’s at Morning Pointe

S

ix Model ‘A’s and their
occupants visited the residents
of Morning Pointe Senior Living facility
in Powell on a sunny, summer day to join
them in an outdoor cookout complete
with hamburgers and hot dogs with all the
trimmings, cold drinks, ice cream, and
live musical entertainment.
One of our long-time members, Clay
Reagan, is a resident of the facility and
was instrumental in our being invited to
visit with him and his fellow residents.
Thanks to Clay and facility activities
director, Beverly Smith, for allowing us
to share our love of the Model A Ford
with the Morning Pointe residents and to be a part of the cookout, entertainment and fellowship of every one in attendance. See
more pictures inside.

Presidents Column–Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

is here and I hope all had a good 4 holiday. It looks like the heat is moving
J uly
in so push out that windshield and let the air come in and cool you off as you head down the road in your A
th

Model. We are finally getting out more and enjoying being together like in the previous years.
The Tri-Motor event with the EAA and our club received some national attention through
an article published in General Aviation News. If your in the email version of this news
letter, you can click here General Aviation News and it will take you to the article. (another
advantage of getting the Rumble Seat Reviewer by digital format . . . Email. You can copy
& paste [https://generalaviationnews.com/2021/06/24/tri-motor-tales/] into your browser
and it should take you to the article. Again, thanks to Steve Wickizer for orchestrating this event.

(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued on page 3)

Tuesday, July 13th
•

Tuesday, July 13th Visit Dion Mountain’s shop
and view his vintage military vehicle collection.

•

Saturday, September 18th, 10 am - 3 pm.
Annual Club Picnic at The Cove at Concord Park.

•

Saturday, August 14th 10:00 am -4:00 pm
Powell Craft Fair: Powell Lions Club/East
Tennessee Bloodhound Rescue. 7145 Old
Clinton Pike, Powell Tennessee.

•

W

e will be going to
see Dion Mountain's collection of
military vehicles. He also has a trailer-building
business he would like us to tour.
Dion and his wife live in New Tazewell,
Tennessee (about 1 hour away by Model A).
We plan to depart the Rural King parking lot
7340 Norris Freeway, Knoxville, TN 37918 at
9:30 a.m., and travel Hwy 33 north to Dion’s
place arriving at about 11:00 a.m.

November (date to be determined)
Knoxville Veterans Day Parade. (Watch for details.)
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We had about 14 or so attend our first in-person meeting at Shoney’s last month. The feedback from Frank Trent our
vice president, who held the meeting brought to light the desire to return the meeting to the evening time frame during
the longer days so not to split up the day. We will hold this coming July meeting back at our original time of 6 P.M. and
see who attends and evaluate the feedback for this time slot. I feel we can go back to the afternoon time slot when the
days get shorter, so people can attend the meeting and not have to drive their A’s or other cars after dark. Democracy
rules!!
Randy & Vicki Schwerdt and
Lin & I attended the MAFCA
National Tour the end of June and
had a great time. We left on a
Friday morning and trailered our
A’s to Scranton, Pennsylvania,
where we spent the night and shared
tales around their outdoor fire pit.
We split up the next day with
Schwerdts heading to the Boston
area to visit his sister in Andover.
Lin & I went to Goshen, New York
and spent the day visiting the
USMA at West Point, New York
where I was stationed in the late 70’s into 80’s. It is very inspiring to see all the young, polite and smart youth that will
be infused into our country and carry us onward and
upward.
We by chance ran into a senior cadet who happened to be
the 6’4” 280 pound (#85) Tight End for the Army Black
Knights football team. He was familiar to me, having
watched a lot of their football games during the Pandemic.
There was plenty of history to see there, with West Point
having been established in 1802
The Journey continued on Sunday when we met the
Schwerdt’s at our destination in North Conway, New
Hampshire. After we unloaded our A’s, we got together
with the rest of the arrivals for a massive tailgate party with
the box lunches they provided. The attendance was
estimated at over 250-275 people and about 200 Model A;s.
We spent to next four days in spoke-and-hub tour activities.
We took a mail boat cruise on Lake Winnipesaukee and saw lots of little islands whose inhabitants get their mail and
Amazon packages by this boat. This is the largest lake in New Hampshire and is dotted by lots of inhabited islands
accessible only by water. We went by Governors Island, which has the largest concentration of multimillion-dollar
homes in the US.
We later accessed the island and drove the loop around it to see a lot of these huge spectacular water front homes.
Another day we drove the famous 56-mile Kancamagus Highway (known locally as the “KanK”). Our route took us
through the mountains where the A’s performed flawlessly. We drove by the “On Golden Pond” lake but it really didn't
(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued on page 4)

The Rumble Seat Reviewer July 2021

Page 3

(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued from page 3)

look much different than any of the others we saw. My F-100 steering box surely needs some attention, I found out.
On this and other routes, we got to see many covered bridges and some of nature’s beautiful landscapes. A train ride
out of N. Conway and back revealed the flavor of the local New England communities and landscape.
Randy’s niece has a bar-restaurant in N. Conway called the Sea Dog. We went there on trivia night with a bunch of
other Model A’ers. Our Model A table was in first place in the trivia contest till the last question where we fell flat and
wound up fourth. We had great food (lobster rolls and other seafood delights) and had a great evening with Model A
friends. [no flat tires this trip]
Our outing for this month is for the trip to New Tazwell to see the military vehicle collection of our member Dion
Mountain. This is on Tuesday the 13th. See details elsewhere in this edition and previously sent emails.
Despite the imposed separations, we continue to get new members joining the club. Hopefully we will get to meet
them at upcoming events and meetings. I’m hoping to get them to write short bios and profiles about their Model A
experiences to put in future Rumble Seat Reviewer issues.
Our next meeting is at Shoney’s on N. Broadway on the 17th of July at 6 P.M. . . NOT 2 P.M. Come early and eat
and socialize before we start the meeting at six. I’m hoping we can have more attendance this month, as people feel
more comfortable about getting out.
This months “Tidbit of “WOW” Facts”:

May 25, 1927

With their market share declining from 1923 (57% and 2,120,898 T’s) to 1926
(34%) Ford, after many rumors, finally announced it would build a new car. The next
day, coincidentally, the famous 15,000,000th Model T was produced.
December 2, 1927
The Ford Model A was officially introduced in America (and the world). It is estimated that 10 Million people saw it the first two days!
“The Ford Model A, As Henry Built It”
George DeAngelis, Edward P. , Leslie R. Henry
By February of 1929 Ford was again outselling Chevrolet

As always, I hope to see many of you down the road on our next adventures in Henry’s Lady.

Keep America Beautiful . . . Drive Your Model A!
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The Alemite Grease Gun A-17125
by Bob Wyrick

T

he Alemite grease gun was issued in the Model ‘A’ tool kit and was part of all Ford tool kits through 1934.
There were many of these guns produced during this time and are fairly easy to find if you know what you are
looking for. There are other Alemite guns similar in appearance, but with slight differences from the Model ‘A’
version.
Model ‘A’ Judging Standards indicate there were two manufacturers of the Model ‘A’ grease gun: Alemite
Manufacturing Company with coarse serrations on the cap and Bassick Manufacturing with fine cap serrations. David
Adair in his article identifies a third manufacturer, Alemite-Stewart and Warner, a Canadian product with extra-fine
cap serrations.
All grease guns were finished with dull nickel plating and were initially marked “Alemite lubricator” and below
was “Bassic Manufacturing Company.” By mid-1929 the second line was changed to read “Alemite Corporation.”
No grease gun was known to have Ford script.

The accompanying photograph should be helpful in assisting you in finding an authentic grease gun for your Model
‘A’ tool kit.
(1) Model A Judging Standards—Area 17—Tools.
(2) How to Restore Your Model A — Vol 9, p. 105 —David Adair

A small part of the large crowd of family and friends enjoying the
delicious cookout fare and live entertainment.. Thanks, Morning
Pointe, for including the “car people.”

Clay Reagan in his “farmer’s hat” visits with Model A guests in the shade.
Clay and a friend maintain a beautiful small garden of tomatoes, peppers,
and cucumbers.
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the fourteenth in Randy’s popular series of articles for your amusement and continued Model ‘A’
education. How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Can you identify these parts by name and number on every Model ‘A’ that Henry made?
If you enjoy this series of quizzes, let Randy know. He puts lot in of time and work to research, photograph, and
identify these parts.

Answers to last month’s quiz:
1.

Torque Tube Gasket............................................... A-4207

2.

Starter Switch Housing Gasket ......................... A-11450-G

3.

Oil Pump Gear Cover Gasket ................................. A-6619

4.

Speedometer Drive Housing Gasket ..................... A-17275

5.

Water Pump Gasket ............................................... A-8507

6.

Cowl Lens Gasket ............................................ A-13309-C
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The Model ‘A’ Screwdriver A-17020
by Bob Wyrick

T

he Model A screwdriver was issued with every Model A toolkit and was used by Ford through 1934. It was
also used with the Fordson Tractors.

While these screwdrivers were manufactured in large numbers, it is difficult to find one in good condition today.
I have seen these priced in the twenty-dollar range at Model A flea markets, condition notwithstanding.
However, you should not be deterred from you search if you are assembling an authentic Model ‘A’ tool kit.
They are out there most often unrecognized by the seller. The secret is to know what you are looking for since there
are other screwdrivers similar in appearance.
The Model ‘A’ Judging Standard describes the screwdriver as “having a wood handle treated with a dull
black preservative. “The handle was fluted, and the flutes varied from distinct to almost nonexistent.” “The
non-fluted portion of the handle was more rounded (approximately 7/8-in. in diameter) compared to later
screwdrivers after Model ‘A’ production.” “The handle had a 9/32-in. steel blade shaft passing entirely
through it.” “The ferrule was either plain steel or nickel plated.” The rivet was installed perpendicular to the
blade and was approximately 3/8-in. from the large end of the ferrule.” The overall length was approximately
8-9/16-in.” “There was no knurl on the ferrule.” “The shaft was dipped in black proxylin lacquer or was
plain steel and on occasion stamped on blade a B indicating the manufacturer.”

As noted earlier, it is difficult to find a screwdriver in good condition. Years of abuse find many with shortened
shafts, broken and filed blades, damaged and broken handles. These can be repaired most often by lengthening the
tip with weld and filing back to shape. Shafts can be cut and good shafts welded on. . . . But remember to protect the
wood handle with a wet rag when welding. The shaft cannot be removed from the handle because two lugs on the
shaft are pressed into the wood to prohibit removal.
Hopefully, this information can help you find an authentic screwdriver to add to your Model ‘A’ tool kit.
References:
Model ‘A’ Judging Standards – Area 17- Tools
How to Restore Your Model ‘A’ – Vol 9-p.97-David Adair
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Club News

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028
Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,
10am to 4pm, Pacific Time

Keep ‘er in the middle, Bob!
Check out the Schwerdt’s car in the rearview mirror.
Great photo work by Lin Helsel.

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6711 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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FOR SALE or WANTED

Get this information to the editor
promptly. If you no longer need to advertise, please notify the editor. New
items will be added and yours may be
deleted.

•
•
•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31
Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.
FOR SALE ANTIQUE SUN Model VAT 6-3
“Volts-Amps tester.” $1,000 or FREE. Contact
Charlie Currier (865) 776-0088

FOR SALE Trailer Tires, (4), Carlisle 8-ply, 205 x 75 D15. Used,
but very good tread and condition. Contact Bob Helsel (865) 8059945
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MEETING NOTICE
2021 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 805-9945
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Frank Trent
Gary Steadman

Come early and chow down!

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2020 & 2021
Darrell Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

2021 & 2022
Vic Varady
Bill Snyder
Steve Wickizer

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Saturday, July 17th
6:00 pm
Shoney’s Restaurant
4032 N. Broadway

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the
materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house
of information and as a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions. No responsibility or liability is
assumed, expressed or implied as to the suitability,
accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using
the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein
does so at his own risk and discretion and without
recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless
otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of
the material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

