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Presidents Column–Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

A

pril is here and I believe the rains started early in March so maybe we’ll have some good Model ‘A’ driving
ahead. Spring is already officially here and Mother Nature seems to agree as flowers are showing up more
every day and the trees seem to be full of buds. Many of the dogwoods in my area are out in bloom now.
I recently added a 1930 Cabriolet (68-B) to my paddock. It belonged to Earl Fairbanks who developed it into a
beautiful car ready for long distance touring, which is my favorite kind of driving. I’m anxious to get her out and
exercising in the upcoming nice weather.
This cabriolet is an early one, dating to early January of ‘30. The 68-A was made in 1929 and is unique in its
design as it is one of a few models that didn’t have the “coupe pillar” in its cowl area. The 68-B was introduced with
the other new 1930 models. Like most other ‘30 Model A’s, it had and early and late version, most often demonstrated
by the ‘28-’29 style dash panel and the oval speedometers. The later ‘30 models had the new dash and round
speedometers. The 68-B models continued in to 1931 until late in that year about July when the 68-C was released
sporting the slant windshield of the other late ‘31 models.
This Cabriolet is the earliest 1930’s in the large documented collection of data in the MAFCA & MARC Cabriolet
club (Special Interest Group). Another interesting fact about them is that all the 68 bodies were manufactured for Ford
by Briggs (Walter), who also made some of the four door sedan bodies. It is not the Briggs (Stephen Foster) and
Stratton of the lawn mower engine fame. Each Cabriolet has a Briggs Body Tag number on it, which is helpful in
identifying dates and places of manufacturing. Earl believes this Cabriolet still has the original wood in the frame,
which seems to be so on my cursory examination where the body tag is located. It is in very good condition.
(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued on page 3)

•

Saturday, April 17th
Don’t forget the Safety & Reliability Event at the Varady’s
garage. See the Rumble Seat Reviewer, March 2021 issue,
for complete details

•

Saturday, May 15th
Marine Corps League 1st annual Rods n’ Hogs Show in
Maryville. See poster to the right.

•

Saturday, September 18th, 10 am — 3 pm.
Annual Club Picnic at The Cove at Concord Park.

•

November
Knoxville Veterans Day Parade. (Watch for details.)

Page 2

The Rumble Seat Reviewer April 2021

(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued from page 1)

I’ve always had an interest in the 68-B A Model since I first got into the Model ‘A’ car endeavor. As I
mentioned before, when I first got Daisy she had been restored to look like a 1929 Sport Coupe . . . essentially a
‘wannabe’ Cabriolet just lacking the true convertible top and other trim details. The Landau arms were rigidly
fixed and mere decoration. I wanted to convert her back to her intended Business Coupe look as she was,
originally. I finally accomplished the conversion as I approached retirement. I also mentioned that the fellow
Model A’er who got me into MARC, when I was at West Point, had just purchased a 68-B (‘31) that I greatly
admired.
Now you probably know more about Cabriolets than you ever wanted! I also noted many of the other car
manufactures had “cabriolet” models.
This month’s “Tidbit of Uncommon Facts”:
As mentioned last month, on March 17th of 1929, Henry achieved a milestone
record of producing 8,000 cars in a day. Well, by the end of June 1929, the
production had risen to a peak of 9,100 vehicles (cars and trucks) per day.
(Henry’s Lady, by Ray Miller, Illustrated History of the Model A Ford )

As always, I hope to see many of you at our next meeting/get together, which will be on April 17th at the Safety
& Reliability Event; details elsewhere in this issue. As nice drivable weather is coming along, we may hope to do
more impromptu drives, so you can . . .

. . . Keep America Beautiful . . . Drive Your Model A!
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by Steve Wickizer

Minnie’s ‘Shocking’ Secret

W

hile Bob Helsel and I were trying to start the old gal, the starter started to smoke! I know she is old
enough (92 years) to smoke, but at her age it’s not a good thing. Needless to say the starter needed to
be removed and rebuilt. The source of the smoke was found to be missing internal insulation in the starter.
This time I did remember to use two bungee cords to assist in holding the very heavy
starter in place while trying to thread in the attachment bolts. Yes, I also remembered to use
the shorter bolt in the correct hole so it would not rub against the flywheel. In addition, a new
starter switch and fuse were installed and no “shocks” or smoking have occurred since.
Please note the evidence on my new wrench where Minnie showed her
“shocking” side. The cure was to insulate the wrench or, better yet,
disconnect the battery before beginning work on the starter. That was a
lesson I definitely learned the hard way!
There is so much to remember.
Correcting the problems with the starter led to a complete rewiring to maintain safety, as
electricity can sneak up on you. New wiring support clips were installed underneath the car and
Arc strikes!
on the firewall. In addition, all potential places where the
wiring could rub a sharp edge were covered in plastic or rubber tubing and
held in place with that wonderful invention “zip ties.”
I also installed an electrical disconnect “kill” switch with new cables.
The first switch was from . . . you guessed it, Harbor Freight; and I
made the switch holder from a 2x4 block of wood. After inspection, my
mentor Bob H. suggested that a better metal kill switch and bracket should
be used, so I ordered the proper switch/holder and now sleep better at
night.

The new and better switch and bracket.

Stay in touch to find out if Ms. Minnie could have more power at 92!

Pilot Steve Wickizer
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Safety and Reliability 2021
By Vic Varady

O

n April 17th (rain date April
24th) the club will be
holding our yearly Safety and
Reliability Inspection. I have
gotten some responses, but would
appreciate more. I know you are out
there and are intending to come. If
we are going to have enough
refreshments and food for you, we
need to hear from you. Call 865093-5515 (home) or 865-291-7599
(me) or 865-291-7598 (Linda). Our
address is 3902 Fieldview Road,
Maryville, 37804. We are behind
Heritage High School.

A few of the members have said that they will be bringing specialized tools that they made or have
accumulated that can help us perform our tasks (see page 7). If you have anything of this nature that you
want to bring, please do so. Bob Wyrick is bringing a toe-in gauge, and John Baxter is bringing the tools
to install new wheel studs and cast iron brake drums.
I have heard from two new members that have newly acquired cars that they are unsure of it's
reliability. I have discussed the possibility of securing a local towing company to get your vehicle from
where it is to my garage that morning. It will involve some cost to you but it is better than being stuck on
the road for an indeterminate time and possibly missing the event.
Many of us have towing insurance from AAA, Hagerty or your insurance company that likely is free
but this could be a safer and better choice. To use this you are supposed to be stranded on the road, not in
your garage. I have been discussing arranging a pickup with two towing companies. Their estimates
were in the $150 range, so I dropped the idea.
At the time I am writing this, April 6, I have responses from some people, a total of 16 bodies plus our
two. This total is smaller than in the past. As you know, the club will be providing a store-prepared
lunch and soft drinks for everyone so we need to know who will be attending.
If you plan on attending and have not responded, please do so ASAP. We are looking forward to
seeing everyone.
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the eleventh in Randy’s popular series of articles for your amusement and continued Model ‘A’
education. How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Can you identify these parts by name and number on every Model ‘A’ that Henry made?
If you enjoy this series of quizzes, let Randy know. He puts lot in of time and work to research,
photograph, and identify these parts.

Answers to last month’s quiz:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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Front crank guide ......................................... A-5461
Square head ear spring center bolt ............ A-5345-R
Water pump impeller ................................... A-8501
Speedometer drive assembly ...................... A-17270
Clutch release fork ....................................... A-7515
Brake cross shaft mounting bracket ........... A-2478/79
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Model A Front Wheel Alignment
As Vic mentioned in his article on page 5, some members will be bringing special
tools to be used at the Safety & Reliability event on April 17th.
Bob Wyrick will be bringing a Toe-in Gauge of the type recommended in the Ford
Service Bulletins and can assist you in measuring and adjusting (if needed) the toe-in on
your car. Proper toe-in enhances handling and helps to minimize tire wear.

T

he following images and information are taken from the Ford Service Bulletins. The Ford Service Bulletins are
available in an undersized book form. Unfortunately, the monthly cover pages were omitted to conserve space,
but all the other pages are reprinted in their entirety. A full-sized version of the Ford Service Bulletins for the Model A
years is once again being reproduced and is available from the usual Model A vendors.
The bulletin states:
•

“Pull car forward at least three feet before placing gauge in position. Place gauge between front wheels with
ends of gauge bearing against the tires and both pendant chains barely touching the floor.”

•

“Test for play in bushings by pressing outward on the front of both front wheels at the same time.”

•

“Set the scale on the gauge so that the pointer registers at zero, then with the gauge still in place, move car
forward until gauge is brought to a position back of the axle with both pendant chains barely touching the
floor. The pointer will now register the exact amount of toe-in.”

Measurement changed September 1928
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Club News

Can any of you “old-time” members put names to some of these faces?

Join and support these organizations promoting
the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,
10am to 4pm, Pacific Time

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6711 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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FOR SALE or WANTED

Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style
heater (used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill
Snyder (865) 365-1029.

FOR SALE: LED Tail
lights, 1/2 price, L & R
Direct plug in, 6V Positive
ground.
Call (865) 805-9945

Ran when parked; Easy restoration; Uses
no oil; Always driven slowly; Clean; Bought
new by original owner. Good investment.
“NOT FOR SALE!” . . . I’m going to restore
it someday.”
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MEETING NOTICE
2021 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 805-9945
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Frank Trent
Gary Steadman

We will have a short business meeting
at the Safety & Reliability Event
On Saturday, April 17th

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2020 & 2021
Darrell Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

2021 & 2022
Vic Varady
Bill Snyder
Steve Wickizer

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

APRIL MEETING!

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the
materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house
of information and as a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions. No responsibility or liability is
assumed, expressed or implied as to the suitability,
accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using
the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein
does so at his own risk and discretion and without
recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless
otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of
the material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

