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Presidents Column–Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

M

ay is here, but who stole April? It seemed like it was only a week long. Nice
driving weather has also arrived. I’ve been on a few outings in Daisy and my
yet unnamed 68-B Cabriolet. Any applicable suggestions are welcome. Both A’s
performed very well, but I had a minor problem with the 68-B to be covered later.
We had a great turn out at Vic and Linda Varady’s Safety and Reliability event. As mentioned last issue, this has
become an annual happening to which everyone looks forward. A Mega-Huge thanks to them for doing this every year
for our club. This takes a lot of preparation and work to make it as successful as it is, and we
all appreciate you for doing it so many times for us. On a personal note, I want to thank them
for surprising me (and probably a lot of others) with a birthday cake! It had a big picture of
Model A’s on it and it was an edible picture! Thank you so much for remembering me, even
though I am trying to forget those necessary things.
I’ve been on two Dogwood Arts Trail rides that were very nice. The first was part of the
AACA ride thru Farragut. We had a few of our SMMAC members participating. The
Baxter’s, Lund’s, Terry’s, Varady’s and Helsel’s made the excursion with about 20 or so
other old cars. We only had three A’s on the Sequoyah Hills drive but we had a great time.
Bill and Deborah Hall came in their 1929 Roadster along with Murphy, their Golden-Doodle. Steve Wickizer, along
with Cristall Mount, came with his newly acquired 1930 Roadster . Daisy, my ’29 Business coupe led the trio. There
weren’t many cars checking out the beauty and there were still lots of blooms to see in front of some beautiful old
homes. We had a nice time and social hour back at Steve’s afterward.
Steve and I went to the Blaine County Road Runners car show in, of all places, a ball field in Blaine, Tennessee.
Steve was awarded a trophy for his beautiful 1930 Roadster. There were all sorts of vehicles even two wooden models
of semi-trucks and trailers. There were lots of hot rods and “souped” up 50’s to 70’s cars.
Steve met and introduced me to a potential new member with a mostly unrestored 1930 Tudor. He’s done lots of
cleaning and enhancing of the motor and the running gear. He is planning to leave the body pretty much as he found it.
Roger Phillips was there with a Model A Pickup which was in the Beverly Hillbillies style. Lots of interesting
memorabilia and things to see and wonder about. I gave him a club card so hopefully he will join the club as well. I
knew him from the Classic Thunderbird Club. They own a beautiful Merlot 1956 T-Bird.

(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued on page 7)

•

Saturday, May 15th
Marine Corps League 1st annual Rods n’ Hogs Show in
Maryville. See poster to the right.

•

Saturday, September 18th, 10 am — 3 pm.
Annual Club Picnic at The Cove at Concord Park.

•

November
Knoxville Veterans Day Parade. (Watch for details.)

Saturday, June 5th

M

eet Knoxville’s EAA (Experimental Aircraft Association) Chapter 17 at Downtown Island Airport
DKX for a chance to have your Model A photographed with EAA’s 1929 Ford Trimotor Airplane and
to support the EAA in keeping this historic airplane flying!
The EAA will be selling tickets for an aerial tour over
downtown Knoxville.
Contact Bob Helsel or Steve Wickizer for
details on time and meeting place.
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Safety and Reliability 2021
by Vic Varady

O

n April 17th the club held our 11th Safety and
Reliability Inspection event at the Varady’s
garage. Rain threatened and a few drops fell but we were
not discouraged. We missed last year because of the
virus pandemic and the previous year when Linda was
recovering from a hip replacement. We had 14 Model
A’s in attendance and some members came in modern
vehicles.
We started the day off with a meeting which we had not held in a long time. Our Secretary was in attendance and
she will have a report later. Steve Wickizer brought a selection of parts that he acquired from Earl Fairbanks who is
downsizing and moving.
The club purchased coffee mugs with the club logo and “Safety and
Reliability” on the sides for members who brought their cars. We
have some mugs left over and they may be available as prizes at
future meetings. A collection of club shirts, jackets and magnetic
signs was put on a table for purchase and items were purchased,
with the money going to the club treasury. We have more of these
items and they will be made available at later meetings.
Several new members
were in attendance; Sam Ruble who brought his car, and Tim Heck whose
car was not quite ready for the road. We adjusted the brakes on Sam’s car
and determined that they needed further work. Frank Trent was in
attendance with his Model A . Frank recovered from an extended stay in
the hospital due to the COVID. Kelly Naber returned from Texas without
her car. It is in Virginia and will be used in her wedding on May 8.
Much of the meeting was used for discussions among members who
had not been together with their cars for some time. Randy Schwerdt
brought a homemade tool for adjusting the point gap. The Model A News
had an article on constructing a metal one. Randy, who is an expert wood
worker, made a similar tool from some scrap wood. It worked well in
determining the point gap for original and modern style points. John Baxter brought his tools that he uses to install cast
iron brake drums on hubs. Bob Wyrick brought a tool that is
used to measure the front toe-in.
This year we had store-prepared sandwiches, potato salad and
various chips. After lunch we surprised long term President Bob
Helsel with a birthday cake and we sang “Happy Birthday” in
our best voices. The cake had a frosting covered edible transfer
of the cars lined up at a previous S&R event. Bob’s birthday was
the following day. His starter failed when he was leaving.
Randy and I pushed the car to get it running and he made it home
without incident.
Not that many adjustments were made to members’ cars but
people enjoyed the camaraderie. Thanks to everyone, members
and friends, who made this a memorable event.
A few items were left in the garage. If one of them is yours, please let me know.
The Rumble Seat Reviewer May 2021
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The Cranky Starter
By Bob Helsel

A

s I mentioned in my column, I had a minor problem at the Safety and Reliability meeting with my
Cabriolet. Everything had been fine with it the previous outings and that morning. Randy Schwerdt
and I were the last to leave. On getting in and pushing the starter button, only a whirring sound was heard. . . Now
what??? The usual car rocking, starter tapping and cussing did not change anything. Vic had another starter, if I wanted
to dive into that pond. The consensus was, since it had been running fine, push start it and go on home to live and fight
another day. “So let it be written so let it be done” (Yul Brenner in the TEN Commandments). After a couple of tries,
Henry’s Lady roared to life and I was homeward bound, arriving unscathed.
Now for the post mortem findings: I pulled the starter and, as all expected, I had a bolt missing from the Bendix
spring. On closer inspection the Bendix was actually
cracked. Ok, a new Bendix will fix this. John
CRACK
Baxter had one of the new style and that was
installed with no problem. On trying to install it with
that modern Bendix, it wouldn’t succumb to the
usual manipulations to install it. (Don’t forget you
have to remove the oil check stick!)
The light came on . . . The car has an F-100 steering
box which is bigger than a two-tooth box and it was keeping it from making the turns to get it in, unless I took off the
water inlet pipe. Well, back to the normal Bendix and it should go right in, which it did.
But wait . . . what about the missing bolt and special lock washer?? It’s at the bottom of the bell housing
waiting for some future major adventure. It won’t bother anything and many have found more than one bolt or other
things down there when pulling an engine or transmission.
Well, never being content to leave well enough alone . . . (Good, better, best, never let it rest, till good’s better
and better’s best.) I thought the best shot at getting those foreign bodies out, was through the starter hole. I tried
various things to no avail. Shining lights with small mirrors to see if I could even
see down there didn’t help much.
I remembered I had a long flexible light that had a magnetic ring on the tip that
might be able to get there. After a lengthy search, (I can never remember the last
place I put things, besides where they’re supposed to be), I found it and went to
work. After multiple attempts by changing angles and bends, I retrieved the bolt which was pretty scarred up from
banging in the starter before it took the final dive to the bottom to the flywheel housing. So with that success, maybe
that unique washer would come out too. Several more attempts brought Mr. special washer to the surface. It probably
didn’t change anything, but I can sleep better knowing the villains are out of there. Steve Wickizer also said it’s a good
time to turn the engine over by hand and check the ring gear for damage . . . only minor flaws were seen.

The missing pieces retrieved from the depths of the flywheel housing!
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the twelfth in Randy’s popular series of articles for your amusement and continued Model ‘A’ education.
How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Can you identify these parts by name and number on every Model ‘A’ that Henry made?
If you enjoy this series of quizzes, let Randy know. He puts lot in of time and work to research,
photograph, and identify these parts.

Answers to last month’s quiz:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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Headlight rim “T” bar clip .......................... A-13059
Drag link/tie rod end cap ........................... A-3305
Headlight lens retainer clip ....................... A-13061
Radius rod nut ......................................... A-3440-N
Headlight rim retainer clip ........................ A-13021B
Wiring harness-to-frame clip..................... A-14585
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(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued from page 1)

I have been in contact with Shoney’s on North Broadway and they are back to full seating and only require gloves
(which they supply) for the salad bar. If we continue to see things improve in reference to the virus situation, we may be
able to have our June meeting there. Unfortunately (or fortunately for me) I will be out of town at the MAFCA national
tour in New Hampshire then. More information as it becomes available.
We have been invited by the Knoxville Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA), chapter 17, to bring our Model A’s
to Island Home airport for the showing of the 1929 Ford Trimotor. We have done this in the past and is always great to
see such an extraordinary piece of history. They would like to take pictures with the cars and plane together. One time I
believe we had four Model A’s under each wing. The date to save is Saturday, June 5th. The EAA has not set a time for
us as of now. Since this will be before the next Rumble Seat Reviewer comes out, we will get the word out by email. Emailed members will need to spread the word to their member friends without email.

This months “Tidbit of Uncommon Facts”:

May 1930
“The breather pipe on the crankcase was changed for a third time to a pipe having
three internal disc baffles with their centers bent downward; alternately (sic) on the left
and right. This was the last attempt to check oil blowby.”
Source: “The Ford Model A, As Henry Built It” George DeAngelis, Edward P.
Francis, Leslie R. Henry
(Owners solved this blowby problem by installing an accessory flexible breather pipe to
conduct oil vapors down below the car frame.)
Many still use these devices, both old and reproduction ones, to handle the situation. For
me, I put an old sock over the tube to trap the fumes and throw it away when it starts getting too
oil soaked.

As always, I hope to see many of you at our next meeting-get together, which will be at the May Marine Car Show in
Maryville. Details elsewhere in this issue. As nice drivable weather is coming along, we may hope to do some
impromptu drives, so you can . . . Keep America Beautiful . . . Drive Your Model A!

Bill and Deborah Hall came in their 1929 Roadster along with Murphy; Bob and Ms Daisy; Steve with award winning Roadster.
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Club News
Ralph Lewis Jackson Remembered
by ‘DD’ Darrell Davis

O

n February 27th 2021, our Smoky Mountain Model A Club lost Ralph Jackson
at the age of 91. Ralph was one of our founding charter members.

Ralph was an inspiration to everyone who knew him, and touched many lives over
the years. Like any avid antique car nut, Ralph loved the old cars. If you needed old
car parts, Ralph had them to sell, trade, or knew where to go and get them.
Over the years he owned many antique cars, but one car stood out; he called it the “Jiffy Car!” Back in the
1960’s , there was a little restaurant in Fountain City in North Knoxville kinda like our “Krystal” of today, called the
“Jiffy Restaurant.” The owner drove around town in a 1930 Model A Ford Tudor Sedan with a tag of his restaurant
and the car was well-known as the “Jiffy Car.”
When the Restaurant closed in the early 70’s . . . you guessed it, Ralph bought the car and the legend of the “Jiffy
Car” lived onward! I'm sure some of our older members that knew Ralph well, remember the “Jiffy Car”, and other
stories of Ralph.
Some of us newer members got to meet Ralph in summer of 2019 at a Cruise-In over on Clinton Hwy. at the old
K-Mart parking lot one Saturday. It was good to see he was still involved with the antique cars, and enjoyed seeing
our Model-A’s that day, and sitting a spell with us. We even bought some parts that we needed from Ralph.
The photo was taken at the Cruise-In that Saturday.
Now even us newer members have a memory of Ralph Jackson and are blessed to have known him.

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028
Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,
10am to 4pm, Pacific Time

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6711 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style
heater (used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill
Snyder (865) 365-1029.

FOR SALE: LED Tail lights,
1/2 price, L & R Direct plug in,
6V Positive ground.
Call (865) 805-9945
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MEETING NOTICE
2021 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 805-9945
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Gary Steadman

There will be a short meeting at the Marine Corps League 1st
annual Rods n’ Hogs Show in Maryville (See page 2)

On Saturday, May 15th

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2020 & 2021
Darrell Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

2021 & 2022
Vic Varady
Bill Snyder
Steve Wickizer

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

MAY MEETING:

Frank Trent

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the
materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house
of information and as a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions. No responsibility or liability is
assumed, expressed or implied as to the suitability,
accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using
the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein
does so at his own risk and discretion and without
recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless
otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of
the material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

