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Kickoff to the 2021 Touring Season

It’s Safety & Reliability Check time again . . . see page 2!

Presidents Column–Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

H

appy St. Patty’s Day to all our Model A’ers Once again, I can’t
believe another month has gone by. I guess I’m supposed to be having fun, because
time seems to be flying. At least warm spring weather can’t be far away (fingers crossed)!
As I mentioned last issue, I started looking up different subjects in some of my rediscovered books. One that I was
really excited about was the Model A service bulletins. There is a wealth of information in there. It was easy to
imagine being in a Ford dealership service shop and the bulletins coming in and telling mechanics the correct
procedure for an item’s repair or adjustment. At first the layout was a little confusing, until I realized the bulletins
were numbered starting at #200 and pages weren’t sequential.
Well, the first 200 bulletins were for the T’s. The pages are not sequential because some pages weren’t pertinent to
the subjects covered . . . probably sales or administrative information for the management. I often see references to
these technical bulletins when looking up information on line like the “Ford Barn” or just on the internet in general.
If you’re not familiar with the Ford Barn, it is an on line forum for looking up a ton of available information from
members. Membership is free! It has sections for Model T’s, A’s, V-8’s and hot rods. Like all information on the
internet, it is not always accurate or the best advice, so verify if you’re not sure.
One of our members, Earl Fairbanks, is phasing out of the Model A hobby and is selling off his collection of pieces
and parts. He wants to get this material to the club rather than to the recycle site. Steve Wickizer and I made two trips
and brought back stuff which will be available at Vic Varady’s at the April event. Bring your dollars and get a bargain.
Thanks Earl for doing this, as I’m sure a lot of members will benefit from this inventory.

(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued on page 4)

Safety & Reliability 2021 Event — Saturday April 17th
by Victor Varady

W

e are looking forward to hosting the Safety and Reliability Event again this year . It will be on Saturday
April 17th with a rain date of April 24th. Last year we had
to cancel the event because of the virus situation. After careful
consideration and a few changes, we have decided to hold the event
again.
It has always been a popular club outing and enjoyed by everyone. I
don't remember how many S&R events we previously hosted, but they
have always been well attended and many cars have received the
attention that a few sets of new eyes and experienced hands could
provide.
Coffee and sweet rolls will be provided in the morning and we will
A scene from the 2016 event.
have pre-made sandwich shop sandwiches, soft drinks and individual
packages of chips for lunch. If you wish to bring donuts or other stuff, please do. We will start at approximately 9:00
AM and finish when we have done what we can.
This year we will focus on brakes. I will have some displays of “innovations” that I have tried in addition to
displays of cast iron drums and different lining materials. If you do not currently have cast iron drums and
would like to have them installed you can order new ones from my favorite supplier, Randy Gross in
California. He will send complete drums with linings to you or here if you choose. In the past he has sent
the drums out and will refund the core charges for the hubs and shoes when you send them back. They are
not inexpensive but save a lot of time and trouble.
I do not have all the machinery to install the drums to the hubs here. Several of our members have had good
experience with Randy's parts. His phone number is 1-(714) 292-8660 and he is 3 hours behind our time. If you plan on
installing new drums you should remember to have the necessary grease seals
available because I only have a few new spares.

We will also do tune-ups as necessary, check lights and horns and
whatever adjustments we can. If you are thinking of a new water pump, we
can do this also. I like the pumps from James Rupert in California. Bratton's,
Snyder’s, and Bert's also have good leakless pumps. We can also lubricate
your chassis parts. I have several types of wheel balancers.

(S&R 2021 Continued on page 3)
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(S&R 2021 Continued from page 2)

In the March-April of MAFCA’s Restorer magazine, Page 16 there is
an article on a point setting tool that looks easy to make. I will try to make
one to have. It works with the distributor out of the engine.
Many people know where we live but if you don't and need directions,
please call (865) 983-5515 or (865) 291-7599 or 7598 (Linda). To make
sure that we have enough to eat for lunch, please call and let us know who
is coming. Wives and significant others are welcome.
If you want or need to bring your car on a trailer – that is OK. We have
room next to the driveway and can help get your car running or running
better.
We know that some of our members have received the Covid vaccine and expect that more
will receive it prior to the event. In any case, we will have an open garage and have many
chairs and tables outside. I am sure that our people will use common sense.
Several of our members have recovered from the virus and we wish them well. This is
only our second gathering since early last year. Let us make this a good event, renew
friendships, and get our cars ready for the touring season.
Plan on a short business meeting sometime around mid-morning.
Please call and let us know who will be coming
so we can be sure to have the necessary supplies and chairs.

MORE COMING EVENTS
•

Saturday, May 15th
Marine Corps League 1st annual Rods n’ Hogs show in
Maryville. See poster to the right.

•

Saturday, September 18th, 10 am — 3 pm.
Annual club picnic at The Cove .

•

November
Knoxville Veterans Day Parade. (Watch for details.)
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(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued from page 1)

His Model A’s are all gone except for his pristine award winning 1931 400-A convertible
sedan. This is an award winning rare car. It is a beautiful example of a factory original show
room car down to the stencils on the tires and very rare ash trays in the backseat area. If you have
any interest in this car text/call Earl at (865) 640-2228. Send/Leave a message and he will get
back to you.
I’ve come up with an idea for this column each month for members interest, which
I’ll call my “Tidbit of Uncommon Facts.” This month’s is in relationship to St.
Patrick’s Day:
On March 17th of 1929, Henry achieved a milestone
record of producing 8,000 cars in a day.

(Henry’s Lady by Ray Miller, Illustrated history of the
Model A Ford)

As mentioned last column, DUES were due and are now delinquent. Gary Steadman has reported that we have 70
paid-up members. If you have not paid your dues, this is your last Rumble Seat Reviewer.
Thanks to all who have already paid. You can still send your $25 to Gary directly at 1209 Dreamview Lane,
Knoxville, TN 37922. He will send you back a membership card and receipt along with instructions on how to go into
the Members Only section of the WEB SITE.
As always, I hope to see many of you at our next meeting-get together, which will be in April. Details elsewhere in
this issue. If nice drivable weather comes along, we may still try to do an impromptu drive, so when you can . . .

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A!
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the tenth in Randy’s popular series of articles for your amusement and continued Model ‘A’ education.
How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Can you identify these parts by name and number on every Model ‘A’ that Henry made?

Answers to last month’s quiz:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Page 6

Radius rod cap bolts retainer pin ................. A-3441
Transmission shifting tower fork .................. A-7222
Grease seal cap (tie rod/ drag link) ............. A-3333
Rear spring clip bar (bracket) ...................... A-5708
Steering column clamp ................................ A-3519
Speedometer drive gear thrust washer ....... A-17290
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Down Memory Lane
I found this bill for overhauling a Model ‘A’ engine in 1947 somewhere in the vast disarray of my files. Looks like
a fairly complete overhaul including piston rings, new valves, timing gear set, four new connecting rods, rebuilding oil
pump with new housing, rebuilt distributor with new shafts and bushings, and five quarts of R.P.M oil!
$45.54 for parts, $25 for labor, $5 to an outside shop for fitting pins to rods and pistons, and $1.75 for the five
quarts of oil.
For comparison, I just had the oil changed in my 2011 HHR for around $50!

I don’t know if Noxon Service Station is still in business, but I think I’ll look them up for my next service!.
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Club News

T

he 2021 Membership
Directory is completed
and will be available on the club
website in the members section.
P.O. Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Join and support these organizations promoting
the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,
10am to 4pm, Pacific Time

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6711 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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FOR SALE or WANTED

•
•

•

•

•
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FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style
heater (used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill
Snyder (865) 365-1029.
FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and
wide white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab.
Excellent shape and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in
Northeast Arkansas. Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile.
Approximately 450 miles. I have 6 pictures available on my
phone and can send them to you and give you name and
number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-983-5515.
FOR SALE 1928 roadster and four door phaeton museum
quality great drivers. Text (865) 640 2228 will call back

FOR SALE: LED Tail lights, 1/2
price, L & R Direct plug in, 6V
Positive ground.
Call (865) 805-9945
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MEETING NOTICE
2021 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 805-9945
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Frank Trent
Gary Steadman

We will have a short business meeting
at the Safety & Reliability Event
On Saturday, April 17th
See page 2 for Details
DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2020 & 2021
Darrell Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

2021 & 2022
Vic Varady
Bill Snyder
Steve Wickizer

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

No Meeting in March

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the
materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house
of information and as a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions. No responsibility or liability is
assumed, expressed or implied as to the suitability,
accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using
the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein
does so at his own risk and discretion and without
recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless
otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of
the material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

