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Happy New Year . . . We Can Do It!

M

any will agree that 2020 was not the greatest year in our history. Let’s help to turn that around in the coming year in
which we begin our 60th year as The Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club.

If we all approach 2021 with the positive attitude that I feel this remarkable community of Model ‘A’ Ford enthusiasts has
always shown, and that was what encouraged me to become a part of it over twenty years ago, we can continue to set a worthy
example for all those that we come in contact with.
Thank you all for the encouragement, support, and help you have given me in getting the Rumble Seat Reviewer out each
month. But, thank you most of all for being a warm, caring, friendly community of people from diverse backgrounds that have
come together around a common interest, Henry’s wonderful Model ‘A’ Ford, to show me what great human beings working
together can accomplish.

Presidents Column–Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

A

s we start our 60th year as a nationally organized Model A Club, January 2021 denotes another year has
come and gone. That year will not be forgotten for all the memorable events. I had to rewrite this column
several times due to members’ passing.
Well, as many of you may already know, we lost yet another of our long term members, H. L. (Luke) McWane.
Luke passed on the 29th December, after a long struggle with Parkinson’s and severe scoliosis. We have lost five for
the year and six if we count former member Hal Whitt, brother of members Ralph and Wanda.
Hopefully this will be a better year and with the vaccines now beginning to be administered, there are better times
on the horizon. For completeness, in case you don’t remember or didn’t save your previous issues, the club lost Rick
Milich, John Milligan, George Jones and Bert Anderson. I represented the club at the celebration of life for Bert
Anderson and presented the family a remembrance from our club.
Luke McWane’s family requested a donation to a charity of choice in lieu of flowers. We will make a donation to
the Model A Ford Foundation, International in his honor, once the details are available.
(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued on page 2)

(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued from page 1)

I spoke with Frank Trent, who was recently hospitalized with COVID-19. He is recovering nicely and is making
steady progress. As I was generating this article, I learned that another member, Barbara Mabry, has been
hospitalized with the virus as well. Her member-son, Nick, said she has made good progress but is still requiring
supplemental 02 (oxygen) to maintain an acceptable 02 saturation percentage level. Nick shared that he’d also had a
mild case of it prior to Thanksgiving.
After further discussion among board members, there will be no meeting in January. With the vaccine being
administered I’m looking forward to being able to restart our activities up soon.
As mentioned in my last column, DUES ARE DUE NOW, for our Club. Gary Steadman is doing an
outstanding job handling all this by phone, email and texting. If you haven’t sent in your dues yet, please do so by
mail. You can send your $25 to Gary directly at 1209 Dreamview Lane, Knoxville, TN 37922. He will send you
back a membership card and receipt along with instructions on how to go into the Members Only section of the
WEB SITE (click on that link to go to the site).
Once you’re in the members-only section you can access your own listing and update your personal information
that only other club members can see. You can also change the pictures on your listing as well. Look around and
you can see what others have done to their entries. If you need help with that, either Gary or I can help you. You
can also send your dues to the club mail box in Clinton, TN, P.O. Box 7, Zip 37717, as seen on the last page of this
newsletter. This will be much slower way to do it, and also a lot more work for those involved.
On a more positive note, we currently have 55 dues-paid members for this year out of the 78 members from the
2020 roster. We have, despite the strangeness the past year, still acquired 5 new members thanks to our web site.
Gary Steadman has been tremendous help in these endeavors. Thank you Gary!! I receive a lot of the inquires
about our club and membership. I am happy to tell you there are all ready two potential new members in the works!
From a personal note I would like to thank last year’s officers and board members who helped keep us afloat in
these troubled waters. I would also like to thank Randy Schwerdt for his monthly parts quiz and the updates on his
ongoing1929 Huckster project. It is turning out to be a real beauty, an advantage of seeing the pictures in color and
are enlargeable when you get our newsletter online. Additional thanks to Randy for sending in our club updates
which are published bimonthly in the Restorer and the Model A News. You will find them in the Chapter News and
Region News, respectively. Also thanks for the recurring articles from Steve Wickizer on the progress of his
recently acquired 1929 Tudor (‘Minnie’). We can all learn from the experience of others. So if you have a problem
on your Model A that you’ve solved or a interesting fact or story about your Model A/As, send them to John Baxter.
If you need help writing or preparing them, John or I can help you.
I hope to see many of you at our next meeting/get together, but it is still unresolved when that will be. If nice
drivable weather comes along we may still try to do an impromptu drive, so when you can . . .

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A!
.

Page 2

The Rumble Seat Reviewer January 2021

A Chance Encounter
by Bob Wyrick

I

t is interesting how a chance encounter can become significant with
the passage of time.

One such encounter happened to me in the late sixties while visiting
my in-laws in Birmingham, Michigan. My father-in-law, knowing I had
developed an interest in the Model ‘A’ Ford told me he had a friend who
attended his church who was also a Model ‘A’ enthusiast, and asked if I
would like to meet him.
Of course, I was eager to meet his friend, so an arrangement was made
to visit the man at his home in a nearby village.
Upon our arrival we were greeted by a very cordial fellow in his midyears who seemed eager to show us around his place including the Model
‘A’ coupe in his basement. He then took us into his office where he had
numerous original pictures of the Model ‘A’ Ford from the Ford archives.
He explained that he worked for the Ford Motor Company and that he and
two other friends were writing a book about the Model ‘A’ Ford and these
pictures were to go into the book.

“As Henry Built It”

I told him I would buy a copy of the book when it was published, but at the time, I had little understanding of who I
was talking with or what future significance this visit would hold.
Soon, when the gentleman learned that I had graduated from Lincoln Memorial University, his interest shifted to
Lincoln and the Civil War, a subject that had been his passion for some time.
So, after exhausting the subjects of the Model ‘A’ and the Civil War, we left and I thought little of the visit until a
few months later when an ad appeared in the “Model ‘A’ News” for a book entitled “ The Model ‘A’ as Henry Built It,”
written by George DeAngelis, Edward P. Francis and Leslie R. Henry. It was then that the name of Edward Francis
jumped off the page, for this was the man who had so graciously shared his work with a young novice who was
developing a burning interest in the Model ‘A’ Ford.
Of course, I bought the book, and it has since become a classic in the annals of Model ‘A’ literature. I look back on
this brief encounter and think of all the questions I should have asked. But time has passed, and the authors are no longer
with us, however they leave a legacy on the Model ‘A’ community that will remain so long as there is interest in the
subject.
As a side note, let us be reminded that in these troubled times we are experiencing to take every opportunity to make
the most of each human encounter and let every meeting be appreciated to the fullest.

The Rumble Seat Reviewer January 2021

Page 3

Those Pesky Fuel Shut Off Valves
By Robert (Bob) Wyrick

Have you ever entered your garage to be confronted with the noxious odor of gasoline from your prized Model A?
Have you had your wife tell you that “your old car stinks” and you must move it outside? If you have been confronted
with this dilemma, you have been a victim of a leaking shut off valve.
Believe me, I have been plagued with this chronic condition on three cars. While trying to maintain originality, I
have gone through at least a half dozen so-called “guaranteed not to leak” shut off valves. Every one failed within a few
months; first, failing to turn without resistance followed by minor intermittent leaks.
It is difficult for the carburetor alone to prevent seepage if the shut off valve is leaking. It only takes a thimbleful of
gasoline to stink up your whole garage.
After dogged persistence, I have developed a few ideas which might be worth considering. Remember you are
dealing with a plug valve which has a tapered brass plug forming a brass-on-brass seal in the brass valve body. Any
debris from the tank could cause grooving of either the plug or the valve body, but I suspect the greater problem is
caused by galling once the pre-packed lubricant has been displaced.
Galling is a form of wear caused by adhesion between sliding surfaces. When a material galls, some of it is pulled
with the contacting surface. Galling is caused by a combination of friction and adhesion between the surfaces, followed
by slipping and tearing of crystal structure beneath the surface. This will generally leave some material stuck or even
friction welded to the adjacent surface, where the galled material may appear gouged with balled-up or torn lumps of
material stuck to its surface. Galling is commonly found in similar-metal surfaces that are in sliding contact with each
other. It is especially common where there is inadequate lubrication between the surfaces.
The secret for a proper fix is with the lubricant. This type of valve requires an
industrial grade lubricant which is gas resistant and a sealer. I have used a product
called EZ Turn Yellow-Brown Fuel Resistant Lubricant from United Erie. The company
can be reached by phone at (888) 759-4335 or on the Internet.
The fix is relatively simple especially with the new valve which uses the O-ring to
seal the shaft. This can be done without removing the valve from the tank. Simply
remove the plug, clean, remove any metal build-up due to galling, grease and replace.
The old-style valve with packing may require removing the valve from the tank to
dislodge the packing and release the plug.
I have successfully repaired several valves so that they will hold 5 to 10 psi air
pressure without leaking. You may need to repeat the process every year or so as
needed to maintain proper lubrication.

Fig. 1 Plug valve lubricant.

Just don’t forget to drain the tank before beginning this project, otherwise you will have more than an odor problem!

Footnote:
This excellent article was originally published some time ago. Bob offers the following addition:

“It is recommended that the fuel shutoff valve be periodically re-lubricated with the above mentioned
lubricant. Making this a part of your annual Spring-season maintenance routine would be worth considering.”

Page 4

The Rumble Seat Reviewer January 2021

by Steve Wickizer

Minnie’s Lights Shine

U

pon disassembly of the headlights, the original silver reflectors were removed and replaced with new
shiny chrome reflectors. I would have liked to have been able to utilize the originals but they were too far
from usable.

If you look closely at the headlight photo, you
can see the amount of rust inside the original 1928
bullet shaped headlights. This required a lot of
work to remove the rust and carefully paint, but
care was taken not to damage the original parts.
New 1928 “fluted”
lens were put on
after being on backorder for a month
from the vendor,
and a new complete
headlight wiring was
put in place.
Rusty “buckets”

The only tail light lens was replaced
with one that had the word “stop” in
red, in addition an LED stop bar was wired into the back
window.
“Proper” 1928 lens

While attempting to get the high and low beams working it
was the determined that the headlights were not properly
grounded. The entire assembly was removed and several coats of
paint were removed from the headlight ball socket. It appears that
Ms. Minnie had several touch up’s during the last 92 years.

Before

After

She was allowed to retain her 6-volt system, but with an alternator supplying power. Now, I have to keep track
of 6- and 12-volt bulbs between the three Model A’s because the bulbs look alike. The only real problem came
when I mistakenly tried to use a tail light bulb from my 1979 Fiat Spider for a headlight because we could not get
the high beam bright enough. That was an enlightening (pun intended ) moment when the mistake was discovered.
I immediately reorganized all my lightbulbs by volts and models of cars.
The easiest part of the lighting process was the dash light . . . it was only missing a bulb!
Minnie now shines both inside and out and is ready for night or day travel.
May Sunny days and beautiful clouds go with you during your travels!
Model A’er in training, Steve Wickizer.
The Rumble Seat Reviewer January 2021
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the eighth in Randy’s popular series of articles for your amusement and continued Model ‘A’ education.
How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Can you identify these parts by name and number on every Model ‘A’ that Henry made?

Answers to last month’s quiz
1. Hood hinge retainer ..................................................... A-16735
2. Pop out ignition cable clamp ........................................ A-11575
3. Camshaft nut ............................................................... A-6259
4. Battery cable support ................................................... A-14450
5. Emergency brake handle button.................................. A-2791
6. King pin cup washer .................................................... A-3120
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MAFFI Newsletter Minute
December 2020

A Message from our President

C

losing out the year 2020, we realize many things we planned for our hobby could not take
place. However, throughout this time, we also accomplished a number of good things including spending
more time with our families. We also made some nice additions and improvements in our Museum. To list a few…
we added an interactive chassis exhibit, the America’s Sweetheart Roadster and improved our interactive start
display. We brought in three First Responder vehicles and will continue to display these vehicles throughout
2021. We added to our era fashion exhibits by acquiring new mannequins complete with era fashion attire. Special
collections including Ford Dealer records, Jim Beam Model A decanters, header clocks and additional tools were
added to our displays. Next year we will be adding several new donations to our Museum including a 1931 Woody
Station Wagon. We also created videos, which will be rolled out on our website, showcasing our museum and
several displays.
Due to the cancellation of Model A Day, we had a significant shortfall in income. However, many clubs
and individuals have made contributions to help offset some of this loss. For this, we extend our great appreciation!
From all of the Trustees and myself, thank you for all of your support and many happy wishes for this
holiday season.
Best Regards,
John Begg, President
Model A Ford Foundation
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FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style
heater (used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill
Snyder (865) 365-1029.
FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and
wide white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab.
Excellent shape and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in
Northeast Arkansas. Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile.
Approximately 450 miles. I have 6 pictures available on my
phone and can send them to you and give you name and
number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-983-5515.
FOR SALE 1928 roadster and four door phaeton museum
quality great drivers. Text (865) 640 2228 will call back

FOR SALE: LED Tail lights, 1/2
price, L & R Direct plug in, 6V
Positive ground.
Call (865) 805-9945
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MEETING NOTICE
2021 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

precautions

Gary Steadman

there will be no meeting in January

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2020& 2021
Darrell Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

2021 & 2022
Vic Varady
Bill Snyder
Steve Wickizer

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Because of COVID-19

Frank Trent

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the
materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house
of information and as a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions. No responsibility or liability is
assumed, expressed or implied as to the suitability,
accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using
the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein
does so at his own risk and discretion and without
recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless
otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of
the material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

