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Presidents Column–Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

T

his is now about the third time I’ve been writing this column. Usually small
changes can be deferred to the next month but unfortunately not this time. This year has been trying to say
the least, especially after just losing one of our long-time members, John Milligan, in October. But alas, we lost two
more members back-to-back. Another long time member, George Jones, passed Friday, December 11th at UT Hospital
from complications of his long term cervical spine problems and /COVID-19 compounding it. Bert Anderson then
passed Saturday morning the 12th from complications of his aortic valve disease. We’ve now lost four of our members
this year, having lost Rick Milich in July.
On a better note, Frank Trent is at home in Clinton, recovering from COVID-19. After being in the ICU
(Methodist MC, Oak Ridge) quite a few days and the rehab hospital, Ft. Sanders RMC he is making a good recovery.
He expressed his gratitude for all of our thoughts and prayers. He is hoping to be back among us soon.
While on a medical track, Lin had surgery nine days ago for a tumor in one of her parathyroid glands in her neck
(behind the thyroid gland). She’s already feeling better and recovering well. I’ll ensure the “Sunshine Lady” for our
club gets a card from the club. Despite all her problems, she has been able keep up with all the get well cards and
condolences going out. I hope I didn’t miss anybody on the sick and wounded list for our club.
It is DUES TIME here in the Smoky Mountain Model A Club. Our treasurer, Gary Steadman, is doing an
outstanding job handling all this by phone, email and texting. If you haven’t sent in your dues yet, please do so by
mail. You can send your $25 to Gary directly at 1209 Dreamview Lane, Knoxville, TN 37922.
You can also send your dues to the club mail box, Smoky Mountain Model A Club, P.O. Box 7, Clinton, TN
37717, as seen on the last page of this newsletter. This will be a much slower way to do it and also a lot more work for
those involved.
Gary will send you back a membership card and receipt along with instructions on how to go into the Members
Only section of our WEB SITE
(click on this link to go to the site). Once you’re in the Members Only section,
you can access your own listing and update your personal information that only other club members can see. You can
also change the pictures on your listing as well. Look around and you can see what others have done to their entries. If
you need help with that, either Gary or I can help you.
(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued on page 2)
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Currently we have 34 dues-paid members for 2021 out of 80 members on the 2020 roster. Despite all the
strangeness to this year, we have still acquired 5 new members, thanks to Face Book and our web site. Gary
Steadman has been tremendous help in both these endeavors. Thank you Gary!!
Since we haven’t had any meetings or tours recently, I’ll remind you of our new members.
•

Craig Mason joined in May. He and his wife have a ‘31 black Coupe that’s been in the family for a lot
of years.

•

Ted Ferguson and his wife, Ana, joined in July. They recently moved to the area after retiring from his
business in Florida. I’ve only seen pictures of his beautiful ’30 Phaeton, but hope to see it in person in
the near future.

•

Tim Heck and his wife, Lisa, joined in October with their ‘29 Fordor, Town Sedan, recently acquired
after a long time on exhibition in a museum in South Dakota. It is a very original looking car, which he
has been working on diligently trying to maintain its unrestored state.

•

David Dowker and his wife, Nita, have a recently acquired a ’30 Tudor. I’ve talked with him on the
phone but have yet to see his car that he’s been getting in good working order. He and his wife have
taken it from his home in Kingston to Gatlinburg and back with no significant problems.

•

Tony and Jan Gardner moved here from Las Vegas with there ’30 deluxe roadster. He’s been active in
the Model ‘A’ world for a lot of years and has been a member of several different chapters and regions
of MAFCA & MARC. They live in Louisville, TN and not KY.

It is always great to have new members to breathe new life into our club to share their experiences and love of
‘A’s. As a bonus, many of them are younger than the majority of us. This will help Model ‘A’ing carry on into the
future. Always a topic at national meetings is how to get young people involved in Model ‘A’s.
As mentioned in my last column, we had enough volunteer members to fill all the club officer slots and no extras.
Therefore we didn’t have a formal vote, as they were elected by acclamation. Ken Lund, Bill Gunnell and ‘DD’
Davis acquired the volunteers and I thank them for their efforts in getting this done.
We have been a club almost 60 years and I personally would like to thank all those who have agreed to serve
both now and in the past to help keep this great club moving forward and upward.
I hope to see many of you at our next meeting/get together, but it is still unresolved when that will be. If nice
drivable weather comes along we may still try to do an impromptu drive, so when you can . . .

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model ‘A’… if allowed
REMEMBER the meetings are still on hold for now.
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THE “HUCKSTER” PROGRESS REPORT - #4
by Randy Schwerdt

H

ello again folks. Here’s my year end Huckster report for 2020. The last report showed my
progress in the painting phase. I had everything primed and was ready to start the final finish.
Black was the color choice and it came out pretty good for my amateur level of application.

Assembly went okay and I managed to avoid some really big scratches. Don’t look too close because
I’m sure you’ll be able to spot a few goofs. The most difficult task was getting the hood to line up with
cowl and radiator shell. It took a lot of shimming and adjusting for several days.

My long range goal is to have it on the road for our first Spring adventure in 2021. COVID 19 please
go away!
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A Model ‘A’ Ford Upholstery Story
by Richard Lorenz

I

recently had my 1931 Coupe upholstered and I thought that some Club members might like to
know what is involved.

Since LeBaron-Bonney went bankrupt, the
best place to get a good quality upholstery kit is
from Classtique Upholstery of Lindstrom
Minnesota. The cost for a Standard Coupe interior
was $1450. A kit for a Deluxe Coupe would have
been slightly higher. Material for the Rumble-seat
would also add to the cost. I highly recommend
this place.
The installation of the upholstery kit was done
by “The Upholstery Shop” that is located in

Harriman. Mike (the owner) provided extra material at no
cost since our seats were not original. The first picture
shows the finished interior. The Specially-designed seats
are lower and further to the rear in order to accommodate
my 6-foot 8-inch grandson. You can also see the
connection for the across-shoulder seat belt.

He charged $1600 which is much higher than what he
would have charged if everything inside of the car was
standard. Covering the seats was time-consuming, and
you can see in the attached picture that he did an
excellent job.

He also provided appropriately colored upholstery and the labor to cover the ugly, yellowish J. C.
Whitney rumble seat material.
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by Steve Wickizer

Minnie’s Fancy Lock and She Now Purr’s Like a Kitten

M

innie came with only one key and it was only for the ignition so she couldn’t
be locked. The options were find a key, have a locksmith make a key, or order
a new door handle with a key. You guessed right, simple, or so I thought—
order a new door handle and replace the old one.
In Les Andrews’s book it seemed very simple: “remove two screws and turn the
handle to remove.”
Well, Minnie's internal latch return spring had been held in place with string. As the
outside door handle was removed, a metal clunk was heard hitting inside the door
bottom. The inside door panel was carefully removed revealing the spring on the
bottom. Luckily a tool found under Minnie's back seat was useful to remove the panel.
Now it was apparent that the door latch needed to be removed, but the end plate in the door jamb had been painted over
sealing in the screws.
Care was used to remove the latch unit by cutting the paint around the screw heads
while trying not to remove excess paint. Once the unit was removed, I attempted to
polish and clean it up. After that I had to go ‘to Plan C’ and order a new latch
assembly. Now, several orders later to the Model ‘A’ suppliers, she can be locked,
but don’t look too closely as one door latch is
painted and the other side is bare metal.
Once I got Minnie on her test drives, she would
backfire, run rough and had poor idle. Systems were checked: gas flow and new
screens, ignition and distributor rechecked and timed again, but still the problems
persisted. I replaced the rebuilt Tillotson carburetor with a new Zenith-2 carburetor
and the change was like night and day difference.
She purrs right along now and has that wonderful Model ‘A’ tick-tick sound
when idling.

P S. Trying to replace the gas bulb screen proved very difficult as the neoprene
gaskets didn’t fit so I had to reorder a cork gasket and it works perfectly. My guess is Minnie likes the original parts
best; she is set in her ways being 92 years young.
Make your drive an adventure in a Model ‘A’!
Respectfully,
Steve Wickizer
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the seventh in Randy’s popular series of articles for your amusement and continued Model ‘A’ education.
How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Can you identify these parts by name and number on every Model ‘A’ that Henry made?

Answers to last month’s quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

U-Joint washer ..........................................................A-7095
Front engine support bushing ...................................A-6034
Engine valve keeper ..................................................A-6514
Front wheel hub bearing retainer washer .................A-1195
Floorboard washer ....................................................A-33W
Gearshift lever spring ................................................A-7228
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Club News

Bob Helsel
Saturday Dec 12, 2020
Fellow Model A'ers,
It is with much sadness that I must inform you that we've lost two of our senior members in the
last 24 hours.
George Jones passed away at UT Hospital last night (Dec 11). He had been admitted last Friday
with COVID-19. George had been battling many medical problems from his cervical spinal disk
disease, for which he'd had two operations. In talking with his wife, Faye, it seems that the virus
was not the direct cause but a contributing factor in his passing. No details about burial or services
are known at this time.
Bert Anderson also passed away this morning after being admitted to UT
Hospital with heart rhythm problems approximately a week ago. His death most likely was
related to his persistent cardiac problems. He'd had an aortic valve replacement and cardiac
pacemaker placed in the recent past. He did not have COVID-19.
I had talked to Bert on Wednesday and he was still his usual jolly and upbeat self. Again, it is
too early to know about services or burial arrangements at this time.
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FOR SALE or WANTED

•

•
•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style
heater (used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill
Snyder (865) 365-1029.

Dues are due by the end of December and
become delinquent at the end of January 2021.
Get yours in as soon as possible so that we can
complete the 2021 Membership Directory.

FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and
wide white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab.
Excellent shape and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in
Northeast Arkansas. Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile.
Approximately 450 miles. I have 6 pictures available on my
phone and can send them to you and give you name and
number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-983-5515.

. . . to those who have already taken
care of this!

FOR SALE 1928 roadster and four door phaeton museum
quality great drivers. Text (865) 640 2228 will call back
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MEETING NOTICE
2020 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

precautions

Gary Steadman

there will be no meeting in December

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Bill Snyder
Ben Webber

2020 & 2021
Darrel (DD) Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Because of COVID-19

Frank Trent

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the
materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house
of information and as a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions. No responsibility or liability is
assumed, expressed or implied as to the suitability,
accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using
the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein
does so at his own risk and discretion and without
recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless
otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of
the material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

