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Visit our website at
www.smokymountainmodela.com
Check out our new Facebook page
Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club

October Open-air Meeting

T

he Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club October meeting was held outdoors in Steve Wickizer’s front yard. Eight Model
‘A’’s arrived to line up across the front yard to accompany Steve’s own ‘Ms. Minnie’ who remained in the garage while
undergoing some required maintenance to reduce an oil leak.
A short meeting was conducted in Steve’s and Minnie’s driveway. You can read more about the meeting in Linda Varady’s
excellent meeting minutes on page 3, and some pictures are included on page 7 of this issue.
Drive your Model ‘A’s when you can and continue to keep yourselves safe and healthy during these trying times when we’ve
had to limit many of our usual activities. We need to be kind to ourselves and others until we can again safely resume our exciting
Model ‘A’ activities and enjoy the camaraderie of our great Model ‘A’ family — the Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club!

Presidents Column–Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

W

here has this year gone?? Despite all the changes to our lives, it still seems to be
moving at a rapid pace for me. We had a good turnout for our October get-together/meeting thanks to our
tour director, Steve (Mr. Tudor) Wickizer. We had a good showing of Model ‘A’s and attendees. It was certainly fun
to get together and share some of what’s new in our lives and Model ‘A’s. It was good to see all the work Steve has
done on his latest 1928 Tudor.
We had a board meeting today (Nov. 2nd) at our usual Shoney’s on N. Broadway. Among those that were able to
make it, we feel Shoney’s is not going to be able to handle us and still maintain distancing needed for members to feel
comfortable. I’ve come up with an alternate plan for us to meet. It will be presented elsewhere in this newsletter. But
as a teaser, it will be fun and outdoors, weather permitting and involve our cars. It will still be the third Saturday and
in the early afternoon so hopefully it will not be too cold. (Tennessee Football is away at Auburn so traffic shouldn’t
be a problem.)
It was also the majority opinion that we won’t have the annual Christmas meeting/party. We have not found a
safe indoor venue as the church where we have held it the last few years is not available. In place of that event the
club will hold a catered dinner in the first quarter of 2021 to celebrate our 60th year as an organized club.

As mentioned in my last column and at the meeting election time is here. We have enough members to fill all the
slots and no extras. This means we won’t need to have a formal vote as they can be voted for by acclamation. Ken
Lund, Bill Gunnell and DD acquired the volunteers and I thank them for their efforts in getting this done. We have
been a club almost 60 years and I personally would like to thank all those who have agreed to serve and keep this great
club moving forward and upward.
Hope to see many of you at our next meeting/get together. Till then . . .

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model ‘A’… if allowed
REMEMBER the meetings are still on hold for now.

2020
COMING EVENTS
November “Meeting”
WHAT AND WHERE:
We will have our club monthly meeting/car rally on Saturday November 21 st at the old Comcast/Xfinity service center,
9423 Rutledge Pike (on Ashville Hwy). It is where we’ve met for starting several tours. (Bush Bean, Smokies Baseball and,
recently, the tour to Parrottsville).

WHEN :
We will meet at 1 P.M. or 1300 hrs. for you veterans out there (It is November and remember there’s no Veterans Day
Parade this year).

WHY:
We need to get together and this is a nice wide open area. We can get together and share some fellowship and check
out cars. In addition several of us are going to arrange some car games for the Model ‘A’s to participate in. We haven’t
done this in a lot of years. The last I remember was at the Tennessee School for the Deaf, organized by David Hayes. We
can have a brief meeting at the same time we explain how the car games will be run. I will need some Tennessee
Volunteers to help with the running of the games. We can switch off so everyone who wants to participate will be able to.
You’re welcome to bring food/snacks, if you want.

CARAVAN INFO:
Arrange your own by getting together with local members in your area.

ALTERNATIVES:
If the projected weather looks too bad before hand, we will attempt to reschedule for another date.

Steves’s front yard October 17th
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October 2020 Meeting Minutes
Submitted by Linda Varady

T

he October meeting of the Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club was called to order at 13:21on
October 18th by President Bob Helsel on Steve Wickizer's front lawn. Eight Model ‘A’s lined up
across the lawn and members' chairs lined his driveway. Some attendees wore masks, but social distancing
was nonexistent.
The minutes from the previous meeting at Cove Lake State Park as submitted by Carol Baxter were
approved by acclamation.
Gary Steadman, Treasurer, was not present and there was no Treasurer's Report.
Sunshine Report:
•

Charlie Currier reported that Donna is having a hard time with her C. diff.
John Milligan remains hospitalized after heart surgery.*

•
Old Business:
•
•
•
•

President Helsel reported some activity on Facebook but slow.
He said feedback from the new get-well cards is positive, especially with Lin adding a personal note.
Randy Schwerdt reported he has added 10,000 miles this year to the MARC mileage program. He said
he's making a lot of trips to the grocery store. ‘Double D’ AKA Darryl Davis said he's got 5,000 miles.
Double D said the Club banner is being donated by Jimmy Vineyard. He reminded members that he has
2020 Model Day patches available.
President Helsel said the feedback for continuing afternoon meeting time for the Club has been favorable.

•
New Business:
•

Elections of officers for 2021 will be next month. Double D submitted committee's slate:
for President, Frank Trent, Vice President, Bob Helsel, Treasurer, Gary Steadman and for Secretary,
Carol Baxter. Nominees for Board of Directors include Bill Snyder, Vic Varady and Steve Wickizer.
Double D, Bill Gunnell, and Ken Lund will continue their terms.

Tours and Events:
•
•
•
•

November 11th: Knoxville's Veterans Day Parade has been canceled.
December 19th: Christmas Party. President Helsel reported that if we are going to have this celebration
we will need another venue as the previous location is not available. He asked for suggestions. **
Plans for a 2021 Mountains, Music and Model ‘A’s meet are still under consideration.
Tour Director Steve Wickizer reported the Marine NCL Corps League will host a car show at the drive-in
theater in Maryville on November 15th from 10 am until 3pm. (Call Steve for details)

Show and Tell:
•
•
•

Randy Schwerdt had a parts ID quiz. Members wanted Randy to continue this quiz as they enjoyed the
challenge of trying to recognize these obscure pieces.
Steve had a door prize for attendance and John Baxter won a fender cover.
President Helsel thanked Steve for his hospitality in hosting the meeting. The location of the next
meeting is still to be determined. The meeting was adjourned at 13:53.

*Sadly John Milligan passed away a few days after the meeting. Sincere condolences to the family.
** It was decided at the board meeting held November 2 nd to cancel this year's Christmas party.
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By Steve Wickizer

S

ince the first of July, UPS, FedEx, and the USPS have made more than a
dozen stops with goodies for Ms. Minnie, and every time the drivers want to
know about the twin Model ‘A’’s. After about the fourth delivery, things were getting
out of hand as to where to find the parts when needed. So I began my organizing for
the next week getting parts in labeled boxes, finding tools, buying and putting
together two tool boxes (travel and garage) just for the Model ‘A’’s; yes, they came
from another Harbor Freight trip.
I also visited Home Depot and bought pegboards after I moved everything out of my garage storeroom; another major
event! Then it was time to organize all my tools into Model ‘A’ travel, Model ‘A’ tool box, and all other regular tools. I
brought everything into my dining room and placed sheets then old towels on the table. This was not a problem since I
am a single guy, otherwise in my previous life, it would not have been allowed, bringing old semi dirty tools in the clean
eating area!

In addition to new tools, one of the Model ‘A’
suppliers advertised old tools (see photo) but only
two were for the Model ‘A’ so buyer beware!! Again
a Model ‘A’ guru and mentor, Bob Wyrick properly
identified and educated me on the fine art of tool
collection. He even helped me almost complete a set
with black pouch. Many thanks Bob!
Old tool stash from vendor.

Model ‘A’ tools.
The other Bob (Helsel) was very busy helping me with ordering. They say the Model ‘A’ has
5,000 parts and so far I have ordered maybe only 4,000 but don’t worry I am still ordering. The extra box is for 1928
models and Minnie has more than a few 1930/1931 items, but when you are 92 years old there have been changes and
modifications.
In addition to sorting and cleaning parts, I placed them in ‘expected-order-of-reassembly’ because one does not want
to remove parts after they have been installed. That is called “hard education.”
Dr. Bob Wyrick was also kind enough to supply period music to organize by with two record sets with many hours of
listening. My grandkids were fascinated watching the records spin. The 2-year-old got upset when the music stopped and
I showed him how one must carefully turn the big disc over and gently place the needle on in order to “listen.”
Stay tuned to hear more about “Minnie’s Reconditioning!”
Affectionately,
Boy Scout Steve Wickizer
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Dad’s Best Friend and His Model ‘A’
by Randy Schwerdt

M

odel ‘A’s must have been the only car worth
having in 1931. My dad’s long-time, boyhood
best friend, Ben King, also had a 1928 Roadster. Photo 1
shows Ben with his girl friend enjoying a Michigan
Sunday afternoon visiting the cows and the country side in
October 1930.
Photo 1

Photo 2

Loading up the ‘A’ and driving around was the
thing to do as my dad and Ben did quite often as seen
in photos 2 & 3.

Photo 3

Photo 4

Photo 5

Not to be forgotten was a trip out West in the ‘A’ that
was taken in late Summer of 1931 (Photos 4 & 5). Looks
like the boys are having a good old time enjoying that
1928 Roadster and our beautiful country. Let’s all try and
do the same with our ‘A’s!
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

L

ast month’s quiz was intended to be a little easier for those who have not delved extensively into the ‘innards’ of
a Model ‘A’ vehicle. — how did you do?

Here’s the sixth in a series of Randy’s articles, and I think he’s back to his old style of selecting obscure parts to
really test your knowledge of Model ‘A’ parts. It appears that this month’s theme is “circles.”
Can you identify these parts by name and number on every Model ‘A’ that Henry made?

Answers to last month’s quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Carburetor
Oil filler tube cap
Engine hand crank / tire lugnut wrench
Water pump
Light switch / horn button rod
Choke rod / gas adjustment knob
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Club
News
Membership Directory
Please add new members to your
Directory:

2021 is coming soon!
AVOID THE RUSH AND PAY YOUR 2021 DUES SOON. .
.

Tim & Lisa Heck

1804 Westchester Drive
Knoxville TN 37918
(865) 216-1335
(865) 660-7734

DUES ARE DELINQUENT AT THE END OF JANUARY
2020.
EARLY PAYMENT MAKES THE TREASURER’S VERY DIFFICULT JOB
MUCH EASIER AND MAKES IT EASIER TO GET THE NEW CLUB
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY OUT EARLIER

Tony & Jan Gardner

3718 River Vista Way
Louisville, TN 37777
(702) 505-6739

Introduce yourself to
these new members
and make them
welcome to the club
when you can!

David & Venita ‘Nita” Dowker

160 Gray Knob Road
Kingston TN 37763
(865) 466-0468
(865) 466-8739

ONLY 25 BUCKS FOR A FULL YEAR OF FAMILY FUN!
What a deal!

Your dues payments can be mailed directly to the
club treasurer :
Gary Steadman
1209 Dreamview Lane
Knoxville, TN 37922
or to:

If you know of other additions or corrections that
need to be made, please contact the editor.

Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club
P.O. Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

To Darrell Davis “DD” for coordinating, and to
Jimmy Vineyard for footing the bill for two new banners
for the club to use at events and outings!

Page 8

The Rumble Seat Reviewer November 2020

FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

•
•

•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31 Fordor /
Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.

•

FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.
FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and wide
white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab. Excellent shape
and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in Northeast Arkansas.
Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile. Approximately 450 miles. I
have 6 pictures available on my phone and can send them to you
and give you name and number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-9835515.
FOR SALE 1928 closed cab Pickup with new radiator, top,
brakes interior, alternator, and working type still mounted in bed.
Also collection of spare parts, carburetors, orig. valve stems,
hubcaps, etc. Truck $16k. Parts “make offer”
Also selling roadster and four door phaeton museum quality
great drivers. Text (865) 640 2228 will call back

•
•
•

•

FOR SALE 1929 Sport Coupe Has 12V system, no overdrive,
fiberglass fenders. Gas tank "boiled" out
and coated Turn signals, two tail
lights. Not run much lately (due to
medical issues) but does run
good. $15,000 Contact Earl Stewart
(Harriman) (865) 210-7793, if no answer
leave message and he'll return call.
FOR SALE 19-in. Model ‘A’ Wheels (5) Need sandblast and
paint, no tires. $150 for all. Contact Tommy Ethridge (865) 5672386.
FOR SALE ‘28 Tudor which had been sleeping in a garage for
about 4 years. See President’s column for more details. Call
Jackie @ (865) 335-8218.
FOR SALE New glass for 30/31 Coupe except rear
window. Lightly tinted safety glass. $275. Jesse Alexander 423314-4233. Hixson, TN (north of Chattanooga). Vic Varady has
additional info.
WANTED 1929 Front bumper brackets. Randy Schwerdt (219)
771-1946.

FOR SALE LUGGAGE RACK Expandable running board luggage
rack. Needs paint. Contact Bill Snyder (865) 365-1029.

Your ad could go here!
CONTACT THE EDITOR
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MEETING NOTICE
2020 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

precautions

Gary Steadman

there will be no meeting in November

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Bill Snyder
Ben Webber

2020 & 2021
Darrell (DD) Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Because of COVID-19

Frank Trent

The Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club, presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

