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International Model A Day

Presidents Column–Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

A

nother month of spacing and isolation has passed. As I write this, it’s almost Labor
Day and schools are somewhat open again. The words social distancing seems so
cold and indifferent. Wearing a mask seems so strange even though I did it for many years.
I’m sad to report that we lost another of our members, Rick Milich. He was a hard-core Model A enthusiast as,
even though you might not have known him, you can see it in the letter his wife shared with us later in this issue. Rick
wasn’t able to participate much because of his work schedule but did make some of the Smokies baseball events we
had. I’m sorry I didn’t get to know him better.
John Dee Pollard as many of you know had a heart attack just before our June picnic. I can now report he is doing
well and recovering from coronary artery bypass surgery on August 13th. He is home and going for follow-up soon.
Anita is keeping him on the straight and narrow, making sure he is following doctors’ orders. Roger Sailor underwent
an ankle replacement and is home rehabbing. Before his surgery, he was working on his engine. He needs help getting
it back together once he’s able to get around some. Bert Anderson is continuing to improve albeit too slow for his
liking. It seems that as aging progresses healing regresses.
Given this unprecedented year, I am thinking ahead to Club elections for next year. The slate of officers and
directors will need to be made by November 1st and published in the November newsletter. The elections will be held
at the November meeting. The nominating committee will be headed by Ken Lund, with Jimmy (DD) Davis and Bill
Gunnell. If you’re contacted by them, please consider running for an office or as a board member to help this great
club be even greater. We need help to make it run and you all are the gas.
Congrats to Randy and Vicki Schwerdt for getting their MAFCA 40-year-member award. Bob and Sally Wyrick
got their 25-year pin. I suspect they have been members longer than that, but had a few years break in service. Many
might not know it, but Sally got the “Best in Show” award for her hand-made/sewn era-fashion beach wear ensemble
at a national meeting.
If you’re not a member, consider joining and supporting our national organizations . . . Model A Ford Club of
America (MAFCA), and Model A Restorers Club (MARC). I have applications if needed, but it’s easy to join online
by clicking on the hyperlinks above if you’re an email recipient of this news letter (Another good reason to get the
RSR by email).
The Model A Ford Foundation International (MAFFI) is another, but a non-profit, organization dedicated to
preserving the Model A Ford’s originality. They have a great museum co-located with the Gilmore car museums in
Hickory Corners, Michigan. If you go to their web site, they have cameras which shows the interior from 4 different
perspectives. They have samples of original interior fabrics and top material. They have a registry for your Model A
(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued on page 3)

Cove Lake State Park—International Model A Day
WHAT AND WHERE:

W

e will have our club monthly meeting Saturday the 19th at shelter #1 at Cove Lake State Park [110 Cove
Lake Lane, Caryville, TN 37714]. It is close to exit 134 on I-75. It’s on 25W N and TN 63 E. It’s 2 miles
south of Jacksboro and 6 miles south of Lafollette. A park map is attached.
WHEN:
Plan to arrive by 10:00 am or so and we will have our meeting at 11:00. It is a large shelter with plenty of tables similar to our June picnic at The Cove in Farragut. In addition it has a large 6-foot central, stone grill if any one wants to
grill food.
WHY:
After we get everyone there, this will be our first real meeting in quite a few months. Please bring your own “sack”
lunch and drinks to eat after the meeting. There are lots of picnic tables in the shelter. There are also some tables
around the shelter available on first-come basis. Feel free to bring your own chairs if you like. It is right on the lake and
there are nature walks and bike trails.
There are bathrooms (masks required)
as well .
CARAVAN INFO:
For those who want to go in a group,
we will meet in Clinton at the city parking lot (behind the antique stores on the
west side of Market Street), and leave at
9:30 for the park. It’s about a 30 minute drive from there. For those in the
West Knoxville/Hardin Valley area we
can meet and caravan together to Clinton. If you contact me I’ll set up a
meetin’ place and time. It is about a 35
-45 minute drive to Clinton. We will be
turning on to Clinton Hwy from Edgemoor, if you want join us at that point.
A Weigel’s is there where we may top
off with gas(100%) and you can join us
there, so let me know.
ALTERNATIVES:
If you are a far distance off from the
park, you can possibly consider this.
Vic and Linda Varady are going to go
up Friday afternoon to the Hampton
Inn very close to the park. They will
spend the night there and then go to the
park on Saturday morning. If you’re
interested, get more info or co-ordinate
with Linda at (865) 983-5515.
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(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued from page 1)

with the goal to collect a comprehensive list of Model A Fords for historical purposes as well as general use within
the Model A hobby, like how many ‘29 Business Coupes are listed in it. Henry made about 34+ thousand in 1929
compared to 350 thousand ‘29 Sport Coupes.
For those that are able, we will have our monthly meeting on September 19th, on International Model A Day, at
Cove Lake State Park. It is located just off exit 134 on I-75. We have the use of it till sun down, if we want. See
details on page 2. I sent out an email about it recently and have about 17 “yes” replies that are going to come.
I did a test run (not in an ‘A’) on the back roads and it’s a little over a one-hour drive from my house.
So till next time we meet, stay safe and make the best of our current situation. If you have any suggestions for
things we can do under the current guidelines, let Steve Wickizer or me know.

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A…

Join and support these organizations promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,
10am to 4pm, Pacific Time

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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By Steve Wickizer

Minnie’s Lost and Found

O

pening up Minnie was like a treasure hunt. Some of the good finds were old papers from the previous
two owners that documented her trip from Georgia to her new home in Tennessee;
good engine compression ranges (55 to 56 psi) for all four cylinders; and a new tool, small
nails, and very small staples under the rear seat.
What was not found was emergency brakes! I was hoping it was just a handle issue, but
the emergency brake assemblies were totally missing from the rear
backing plates. As some would say, “Who needs to stop fast in a Model
‘A’ anyway!”

What’s missing in this picture?

Minor issues were missing body bolts and flywheel cover
inspection plate, and grease in all the wrong places. In fact, what
little grease there was in the bearings, tie rods, and respective
places was like glue and took several hours to clean. After multiple
new T shirts and ruined shorts, I got her fitted with all new Zerk
fittings and well-lubricated.
Although the top side of the car had beautiful paint, there was no paint underneath
and the surfaces were very rusty. After hours of sanding and wire brushing then painting,
just look under her skirt to see some great “gams” now!!
The threads on the front spindles were
mutilated, and all front-end steering arm balls
were half-moon shaped, and were sent out for
replacement. Again, David Hayes came to my
rescue. From his barns, core parts were
discovered that were good enough to be sent for
repairs. (The Smoky Mountain Model ’A’ Club members are just wonderful people!)
The most depressing find was the water pump was almost completely rusted, along with the inside of the
engine head. Luckily, “Dr. Bob” Wyrick had rebuilt a water pump for me and I already had a rebuilt head.
More to come on internal engine cleaning next issue.
Stay tuned and “Happy Motoring” with tales of “Minnie’s Magic
Transformation!!”

CAPT Steve Wickizer

Page 4

The Rumble Seat Reviewer September 2020

Hi John,
My name is Maggie Milich,
Rick and I joined the Smoky Mountain Model A Club about 14 years ago. Unfortunately, we weren't able to attend
many meetings because Rick worked most weekends.
Bob sent me a copy of the latest newsletter, you really have done a great job. I hope you received the photos that I
sent Bob of our 1929 Model A truck and the car which is still under construction lol.
Bob asked me to give you a heads up as to how we got into the Model A mind set.
My husband Rick grew up in Southern California. At 16 he was working part time at a gas station. A farmer asked the
owner of the station if he could use his dumpster to dispose of some trash from his fields. Rick noticed a car part in the
pile of trash and asked the farmer what it was, (for the life of me I can't remember what it was) the farmer told him it
was from a Model A. Rick was intrigued and the farmer told him to take the part to a local Model A club meeting. Rick
went to the meeting with the part and the men there shared their knowledge and gave Rick extra Model A parts that
they didn't need. That started the fever in Rick, he started combing fields and junk yards everywhere he went, collecting
parts, until he had the entire truck and started assembling it. He dragged that truck all over CA each time he moved. It
wasn't running but he would get his friends to push it from one location to the next. When Rick was transferred to TN to
open and manage a new fiber glass plant, he left his pool table in CA to make room for the truck in the back of the
moving van.
When I met Rick, he was in his late 40's and the truck was in his garage in Rossville, TN. It just had a primer coat of
paint and the bed was being used for storage. I thought it was such a waste and Rick decided to get started and finish the
truck. He went at it and took the body apart and had it painted by a local man.
Rick then took a job in Morristown, Tennessee, I moved here from New York and we were married. We trailered the
chassis from Rossville (a suburb of Memphis) to Morristown, a six-hour drive. Then we had to go back and get the body,
that was a fun trip, with Rick's three kids in the back of our truck, with parts in the back of the truck and the rest on a
trailer.
We had the chrome work done in Knoxville and Rick put the truck together over several months. We took the engine
to Ohio to have it overhauled and finally we got it on the road and had great fun with it. People always wave as you drive
by and it seems to make everyone smile. Rick drove it to work in nice weather and we took it shopping whenever we
could.
Rick started his journey with the truck at age 16 and finally got it on the road in his 50s, I think that is dedication, he
never gave up on it. He was in the process of restoring the car before he passed away, he said he thought it would take
him another year to finish it. He was working full time and only worked on it after work and on his days off. He never
lost his enthusiasm for Model As and was always ready to help anyone who was restoring one.
I would have loved for him to complete the car; he would have been over the moon. But now I hope someone will
give it a good home and get it on the road. The '29 truck was his baby and he took such good care of it, everyone who
visited us got a ride in the truck, they all loved it.
Well, that's my story, sorry it is so long. But I'm from New York and we aren't known for keeping things short lol.
Hope this gave you an idea of the kind of man Rick was, hard worker, kind, caring and always there to help
someone. I think that is the way he would want to be remembered. Loved by all and missed by all.
Sincerely,
Maggie Milich
See follow-up note along with the above-mentioned
pictures on “Club News” page 8.
Ed.
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the fourth in a series of articles that Randy has graciously agreed to produce for your amusement and
continued Model ‘A’ education. How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Can you identify these parts by name and number on every Model ‘A’ that Henry made?

Answers to last month’s quiz
1.

Trunk/deck lid pivot pins .............................................. A-41512-SP

2.

Windshield bracket to mount swing arms..................... A-45471-A/B/SW

3.

Starter drive spring bolt and washer ............................ A-11382/3

4.

Dash lamp bracket (1930-31) ...................................... A-13706

5.

Clutch/brake pedal shaft spring washer ....................... A-7512-C

6.

Water pump roller bearing and sleeve ......................... A-8530/8535
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Bert’s Story
Bitten by the Model ‘A’ Bug
by Bert Anderson

I

n 1947, I was living in a small town in northern Michigan.

My father was the pastor of the Methodist church. One of the few things that I can remember is the family car. It was a
Model A Ford Tudor, 1930.
During that time was when I learned to pray. As we were approaching an intersection, my mom and dad would begin to pray
that we would be able to stop. Maybe God don’t hear good because the prayers were loud! Then they would pray again to thank God
that we were able to stop. Their prayers always worked because the car always stopped!
I also remember other prayers about the radiator overheating and going uphill; something about the gas and getting up the hill.
As a kid, I do remember being proud of our family car. At eight years old, I recognized not everybody in our church had a car.
Some of our members still had horses and came to church in a buggy. So, you can see why I thought we were really up-town.
I came home from school one day to discover our car was jacked up in the back. A big belt was attached from a rear wheel to a
30-inch buzz saw blade. My dad was cutting logs for our new home. Our car was so special that I took first place in show-and-tell at
school. I’m not sure if my story deserved that, or the teacher wanted me to shut up! Our car was a special thing in my life.
I always wanted a Model A. Two years ago, I got one. It is a 1930 Deluxe coupe. Now my belly is so big there isn’t enough
room between the seat and the steering wheel to drive it, but it really looks good on its 10 x 20 concrete pad. Her name is Effy Maye,
and she is so “purty.” I’m happy now that I’ve got a Model A.
Oh, and another thing I remember. Just as we would begin a trip, us kids would simultaneously ask “are we there yet?” My ears
have always looked funny and I think it is from getting boxed from the front seat for asking dumb questions.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

•
•

•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31 Fordor /
Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.

•

FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.
FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and wide
white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab. Excellent shape
and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in Northeast Arkansas.
Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile. Approximately 450 miles. I
have 6 pictures available on my phone and can send them to you
and give you name and number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-9835515.
FOR SALE 1928 closed cab Pickup with new radiator, top,
brakes interior, alternator, and working type still mounted in bed.
Also collection of spare parts, carburetors, orig. valve stems,
hubcaps, etc. Truck
$16k. Parts “make
offer”
Also selling
roadster and four
door phaeton museum
quality great drivers.
Text (865) 640 2228 will call back

•
•

FOR SALE 1929 Sport Coupe Has 12V system, no overdrive,
fiberglass fenders. Gas tank "boiled" out
and coated Turn signals, two tail
lights. Not run much lately (due to
medical issues) but does run
good. $15,000 Contact Earl Stewart
(Harriman) (865) 210-7793, if no answer
leave message and he'll return call.
FOR SALE 19-in. Model ‘A’ Wheels (5) Need sandblast and
paint, no tires. $150 for all. Contact Tommy Ethridge (865) 5672386.
FOR SALE Sun Brand tune-up equipment: Timing Light
(induction type); Compression Gauge with fittings; Vacuum
Gauge; and a remote starter switch. Bob Helsel (865) 805-9945.

Your ad could go here!
CONTACT THE EDITOR

FOR SALE LUGGAGE RACK Expandable running board luggage
rack. Needs paint. Contact Bill Snyder (865) 365-1029.
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MEETING NOTICE
2020 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Frank Trent
Gary Steadman

September Meeting at Cove Lake State Park
See Page 2 for Details and Conditions

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Bill Snyder
Ben Webber

2020 & 2021
Darrel (DD) Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Saturday, September 19th

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the
materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house
of information and as a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions. No responsibility or liability is
assumed, expressed or implied as to the suitability,
accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using
the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein
does so at his own risk and discretion and without
recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless
otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of
the material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

