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IMAD Picnic in the Park
Cove Lake State Park
by Bob Helsel

W

hat a beautiful day we had for International Model A Day plus our
meeting held at the Park on September 19th. We had nineteen cars of
which fifteen were Model A’s.

To say that we attracted attention was an understatement. By 10:30 we had a pretty
complete group. I led a group of about seven Model A’s and one Ford F-100 from Clinton
to the Park. We had a great 30-minute ride and no troubles. We only had to stop a couple of times to get us all back
together after traffic light-imposed separations.
We had number one shelter with a wonderful view of the lake. Lots of time was spent looking at our A’s and getting
to chat with each other after a several month hiatus.
J. T. Robinson, a relatively new member was finally able to attend a meeting/event with his beautiful roadster.
Charlie Currier had recruited him and I finalized the deal when I bought some coupe windows from him. Joni Morgan,
Susannah’s mom, brought some Model-A goodies she had acquired over the years. She was passing them on to
members for a nominal price. John D Pollard was able to attend even after his recent open heart surgery.
After a brief meeting we all dug into our picnic baskets to devour their contents. The pavilion was perfect for getting
together yet still maintaining acceptable distances. It was great to see everyone again and get caught up after our
periods of isolation.
I’d like to thank all those who contributed to help make this event a great success. See my column for more details
but to ‘DD’ Davis, the Pollards, the Bohanans, the Varadys and the Lunds: your efforts are much appreciated.

(IMAD Continued on page 5)

2020
COMING EVENTS
October “Meeting”
What and Where:
We will have our club monthly meeting Saturday the 17th at Steve Wickizer’s home in Knoxville. He lives at
7008 Yorkshire Drive off Middlebrook Pike. It is also accessible off Kingston Pike but, at a little more
indirect route. If you need help call Steve at (423) 883-3283

When :
We will meet at 1:00 p.m. or 1300 hrs for you veterans out there. (Remember the Veterans’ Parade is
canceled this year)

Why:
Steve offered to have the meeting at his garage and home since we’re still not sure about Shoney’s ability to
fit us all in. It will give us a short opportunity to get together and check our cars over. We won’t have a lot
of opportunities to drive our “A’s” as the weather is already turning cold. Once we have a quorum, we will
have a brief meeting to take care of a few items that are still needing input. Please bring your portable
chairs as we will be having the meeting outside.
We will have an opportunity to see the progress on Steve’s Tudor ‘Minnie’ that he’s been writing a series of
articles about.
There are plenty of eating places around the area, if groups want to get together for a late lunch or early
supper.

Caravan Info:
Not applicable. If you have members close to you, set up your own groups to travel as a unit.

Alternatives:
None. Hope a lot of members can make it!
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Presidents Column–Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

I

t finally happened that we were able to have a meeting and it turned out better than
most expected, I believe. We were able to do it adhering to most of the current restrictions. See news about it
elsewhere in this issue.

I would like to personally thank all the people who helped make this a great success. Jimmy “DD” Davis and
Anita Pollard suggested the place and DD secured the best shelter in Cove Lake State Park for us. The Varady’s and
Lund’s spent the night before and Ken and Jean went over early to blow the place clean and wipe down tables.
Pollards and Bohanans made table centerpieces for the tables from the Bohanan’s yard. DD got our banner back to
highlight our Club’s presence. They (Anita) made another sign highlighting our club and International Model A day.
We certainly attracted a lot of attention with people in the park coming by to see our Model A’s and hear the Ahooga
horns. At least a few people showed interest and got some information about joining our club.
As mentioned in my last column and at the meeting, elections are fast approaching. Ken Lund, Bill Gunnell and
DD are the nominating committee. They are looking for people to run for office. Please help them out with
suggestions or even running for a position. We have been a club almost 60 years and the we need officers and board
members to keep this legacy going . . . there is no Auto Pilot!
We are still working on the Christmas party venue. The Bohanan’s are trying to see if we will still be able to use
the church basement as in the last so many years. Faye (and George) Jones have done this in the past as their daughter
works in the office. Both Faye and George have been ill and in the hospital so please keep them in your prayers.
I’ve been helping work on Steve’s ‘Minnie’ and have learned some things about the early A’s of which I wasn’t
aware. For instance the rear emergency brake carriers were different. They don’t have the little ears that stick out
from the back to help stabilize the emergency brake band. The emergency brake lever arm return springs are a real
pain. I thought they were easy when I replaced them on my ‘30 coupe, only to now realize I didn’t do them correctly.
I talked to Steve at Bert’s Model A Store about it. He said those springs are one of the most confusing things people
have to deal with in Model A’s. The important thing, no matter how you put them on, is that they push the lever arm
backwards. If they push it forward they are trying to expand your emergency brake bands. Catch me at a meeting or
sometime if you want to know more about this.
On total different note, my ‘Daisy’ finally has turn signals!! I wanted something highly visible but not taking away
from the original look of the Model A, as I don’t have cowl lights. I went with ones by Logo Lites, which are very
unobtrusive yet brighter than similar ones that use standard filament bulbs. There is nothing on the steering column
either but they have a pulsing sound to remind you to turn them off. Additionally in the emergency flasher mode the
sound shuts off after 5 seconds so you don’t have to listen to it forever. It beeps every 5 minutes to let you know
they’re still on. My only problem is that after so many years without them, I need to remember to use them. I’ll bring
her to the meeting so you can check her out. Steve also put a set on Minnie.
Hope to see many of you at our next meeting/get together. Till then . . .

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A…
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By Steve Wickizer

Minnie’s Preparation for Makeover (internally)

A

fter finding rust in the water pump, head, and engine; the question was
how to remove the rust and debris without completely disassembling the
engine.

The easy part was to replace the water pump and head with new or rebuilt units. That was the easy part I thought,
but ignorance on my part struck again. What is this thing called “head torque!” Off to Harbor Freight for a torque
wrench and read/reread directions on how to use this fancy tool. Secondly how to remove “crud, oil, rust and other
unknowns” inside the engine.
After several restless nights of nightmares on how I could avoid destroying the engine, a plan was hatched.
Maybe I should have consulted the Mentors, but “damn the torpedoes and full speed ahead”.
I cleaned the immediate area with Scotch-Brite pads and vacuumed up all debris very
carefully so nothing fell inside the engine. I covered the top with aluminum foil tape
leaving the water ports open and almost forgot to cover the distributor opening, which
goes directly into the engine oil system. Thankfully, the words from ‘Dr. Bob’ Wyrick
appeared in my brain — “when putting oil in a new engine for the first time pour oil
into the distributor shaft opening. This will fill up the dipper tray.”
Well, it was time to clean, buckets on big pans were placed under the car, all hoses
removed, A small jet on water hose was attached, and each opening was sprayed until as
clean or cleaner water was observed and drained. New hoses, water pump, head, clamps
(I just wish I had read Dr. Bob Helsel’s article a month earlier
on replacing hose using Vaseline ). The cooling system was
checked for leaks and flushed several times with tap water.
Only then was the magic formula for cooling Model A added. Formula: one gallon of
distilled water, 18 ounces of antifreeze, and 4 ounces of water wetter. It should fill the
system up to 3 gallons. Also a new water outlet was added which allowed a temperature
probe to be used and so far all tests show only up to 190 degrees, but usually stays at 170
degrees.
Note: the radiator was flushed separately but in the same sequence. I have included
before and after pictures of the color of water removed to compare. (Ed. You paper-copy
readers may need to get someone to show you this on a computer screen to see the color.)
Next month’s article will be on removal of “super glue”-like issues.
Wonderful Weekends in your Model A!
Grandpa Steve Wickizer
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September 2020 Meeting Minutes
by Carol Baxter

September 19, 2020
President Bob Helsel called the meeting to order at 11:10 am.
He recognized J.T. Robinson who was attending his first meeting.
President Helsel also thanked D.D. for arranging accommodations for the meeting at Cove Lake and Mary Lee
Bohanan and Anita Pollard for decorating the tables for the picnic.
•

Sick:
John Pollard underwent open heart surgery but was doing well enough to attend the meeting.
Faye Jones is in the hospital with heart problems.
Donna Currier has been hospitalized for complications from an infection.

•

New Board Members:
President Helsel said we need volunteers for officers to serve in 2021. Three board members’ terms expire at the end
of 2020 along with, President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary.
Bill Snyder has agreed to remain on the board. Frank Trent is willing to run for President. Carol Baxter volunteered
to continue as secretary, and Gary Steadman has agreed to retain the Treasurers position.

•

New Business:
Steve Wickizer offered to host the October meeting since he has adequate outside space.
Joni Morgan brought Model A parts to the meeting so members could “shop.”
D.D. has fourteen IMAD patches for 2019 and 202. They are $3.50 each. He asked that the members let him know if
interested.

•

Upcoming Events:
There will be no parade for Veterans Day.
There is no decision for the December meeting as to time and place at this point.
The meeting was adjourned for lunch and conversation.

The next meeting will be October 17th at 1:00 pm
at Steve Wickizer’s shop
7008 Yorkshire Drive, Knoxville

(IMAD Continued from page 1)

I didn’t mention in my column, but ‘DD’ brought his fancy Model A trailer. In it he brought orange cones. He and
the Pollards were there early and blocked off the parking area so we could get all the A’s together, which you see in
the pictures in this issue. The Lunds and the Bohanan’s were also there early sanitizing, cleaning up and putting out
live table decorations.
As things were coming to a close, John and Carol Baxter led a group of A’s out of the Park down and across the
Norris Dam. With such a beautiful day there was lots to see and a lot of people were out enjoying the Fall day.
Several of that group went on into Norris for a little tour of that area.
All in all it was a great day. I hope those who were there enjoyed it as much as I did. Let’s do some more events
like this one soon!
Send or give your suggestions to the club via me, Steve, or any club officer.

The Rumble Seat Reviewer October 2020

Page 5

DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the fifth in a series of articles that Randy has graciously agreed to produce for your amusement and
continued Model ‘A’ education. How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Can you identify these parts by name and number on every Model ‘A’ that Henry made?
These should be easy, you don’t even have to give the part number!

Let Randy know how well you did, and thank him for his work to produce this entertaining and educational feature
each month. We will continue to run them as long as there is interest . . . . and Randy doesn’t run out of parts!

Answers to last month’s quiz
1.

1930-31 Cowl lacing clip .......................................................A-45983

2.

1930-31 Inside, under fuel tank, cowl light wire support .........A-14593

3.

Battery hold down clamp ........................................................A-5163-B

4.

Gas gauge brass slip ring ......................................................A-9331

5.

Distributor screw and lock nut (secures dist. into head) ..........A-12127

6.

Footman Loop – rubber door check strap bracket ..................A-162592-L
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THE “HUCKSTER” PROGRESS REPORT #3
by Randy Schwerdt

W

ell folks, here’s my annual Huckster report for 2020. If there’s been anything good about this COVID-19
issue, it is my attention has gotten back to making some progress on the Huckster.

I’m not a real fan of doing body work like fixing dents, rusted out areas, sanding, priming, sanding, priming,
sanding. . . . It seems to go on forever!
I’ve got almost all the sanding and priming finished and will be moving on to the finish-coat painting by the time
you read this.
Attaching all these
freshly painted parts to the
frame is always a lot more
fun because you see some
long sought after results.

I’ve installed a really
nice set of shocks along
with a very quiet Aries
stainless steel muffler and some seatbelts.
I couldn’t resist getting it into a drivable state so I fabricated a firewall, hooked up the wiring, secured the
steering wheel, and added a temporary gas tank.
So far I’ve made several adventuresome trips around the neighborhood being careful to avoid the local law
enforcement and turkeys. A new radiator is on the way and that should make it run nice and cool for some of our
events.
My short-range goal is to have it ready for the Veterans Day Parade this coming November. It may not be
completed but it’ll be something different for everyone to see and enjoy.
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Club News

REMEMBER . . . Election of club officers for 2021 is coming
up soon. There are still a few excellent opportunities to serve
for which no one has volunteered.
Please contact a member of the Nominating Committee,
Ken Lund, Bill Gunnell or ‘DD’ Davis
to get your name on the list of candidates.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

•

•
•

•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31 Fordor /
Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 17"
Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17" Kelsey Hayes
wheel $100.00. Car dollies (8), 2 to a set at $40.00
per set. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938-0204 or (865)
-643-0924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.
FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and wide
white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab. Excellent shape
and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in Northeast Arkansas.
Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile. Approximately 450 miles. I
have 6 pictures available on my phone and can send them to you
and give you name and number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-9835515.
FOR SALE 1928 closed cab Pickup with new radiator, top,
brakes interior, alternator, and working type still mounted in bed.
Also collection of spare parts, carburetors, orig. valve stems,
hubcaps, etc. Truck $16k. Parts “make offer”
Also selling roadster and four door phaeton museum quality
great drivers. Text (865) 640 2228 will call back

•

•
•
•

FOR SALE 1929 Sport Coupe Has 12V system, no overdrive,
fiberglass fenders. Gas tank "boiled" out
and coated Turn signals, two tail
lights. Not run much lately (due to
medical issues) but does run
good. $15,000 Contact Earl Stewart
(Harriman) (865) 210-7793, if no answer
leave message and he'll return call.
FOR SALE 19-in. Model ‘A’ Wheels (5) Need sandblast and
paint, no tires. $150 for all. Contact Tommy Ethridge (865) 5672386.
FOR SALE Sun Brand tune-up equipment: Timing Light
(induction type); Compression Gauge with fittings; Vacuum
Gauge; and a remote starter switch. Bob Helsel (865) 805-9945.
FOR SALE ‘28 Tudor which had been sleeping in a garage for
about 4 years. See President’s column for more details. Call
Jackie @ (865) 335-8218.

Your ad could go here!
CONTACT THE EDITOR

FOR SALE LUGGAGE RACK Expandable running board luggage
rack. Needs paint. Contact Bill Snyder (865) 365-1029.
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MEETING NOTICE
2020 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

October Meeting at

Frank Trent

Steve Wickizer’s Garage

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Gary Steadman

Saturday October 17 at 1:00 pm

See details on page 2
DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Bill Snyder
Ben Webber

2020 & 2021
Darrel (DD) Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

7008 Yorkshire Drive Knoxville

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the
materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house of
information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and
opinions. No responsibility or liability is assumed,
expressed or implied as to the suitability, accuracy, safety
or approval thereof. Any party using the suggestions,
ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own
risk and discretion and without recourse against anyone.
Any materials published herein may be reprinted without
permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the
original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

