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“Minnie” Makeover Debut

I

n last month’s issue we mentioned on the “Club News” page that
Steve Wickizer had purchased another Model ‘A’ and had agreed to
begin writing an on-going series of articles about his adventures with
Minnie, as he has decided to call her. The name is in keeping with his
established naming scheme. His first Model ‘A,’ as you may recall from his
previous reports, is named Jennie in honor of his mother, who was the
inspiration for his first acquisition in the Model ‘A’ family. His second
Model ‘A,’ purchased from the estate of the late Jerry Gilpin, was named
Hennie in honor of Henry Ford, and coincidentally? rhymes with Jennie. Do
we see a pattern developing here?
I think it is safe to say that Steve drives his Model ‘A’s as much as, or more than any other member of the club.
He is seldom seen away from home, whether here in the East Tennessee area, or his “second” home in Florida, unless
he is driving one of his beautiful Model ‘A’s. He is often accompanied by his mother, sister, or a grandchild or two.
Also check out Randy Schwerdt’s latest article about his and his family’s long-time association with the fabulous
Model ‘A’.
Thanks to both Steve and Randy, as well as to all the others who have submitted input, for their work in making
the Rumble Seat Reviewer what it is. Every single member of the Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club is important to the
continuing fun, fellowship, and community that we share through our appreciation for the Ford Model ‘A’.
Because we are all experiencing some trying times in many ways this year, please consider sharing your Model
‘A’ experiences through the pages of this publication so that we can maintain that wonderful sense of “Model ‘A’
Community” that has existed within the Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club throughout it’s some sixty years of
existence. Contact me by phone, email, text message or any other means, and I will be happy to help you get your
story onto the pages of an upcoming Rumble Seat Reviewer issue.

In the meantime . . . Be safe, and thanks to each one of you for your contribution to the success of the Club
throughout the years!
John

2020
COMING EVENTS

THE FOLLOWING ARE TENTATIVE EVENTS FOR 2020

Vic & Linda Varady are still planning to host the annual “Safety & Reliability” check at their place as soon
as the pandemic situation allows.
Stay tuned for more information on this much-anticipated Spring rite for the club. The event has always been
popular, helpful, and well-attended. Keep an eye out for updated info in your upcoming issues of the Rumble
Seat Reviewer.

Please contact Steve Wickizer or Bob Helsel if you have suggestions for other events.

September, Events

•

International Model A Day. Dick Lorenz suggested Cove Lake State Park

November Events

•

Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville. On or around November 11th . More details to follow as plans develop.

December Events
•

Annual Christmas Party
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Presidents Column–Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

W

ell here we are in August and still having to do the COVID thing of avoiding gatherings, keeping separated
and wearing masks to most places.

After taking the “Pulse” of the club, and in conjunction with some board members, we have resolved that we will
not have a regularly scheduled August meeting at Shoney’s on North Broadway. I talked again with the manager at
that Shoney’s. They have limited seating and put up to 10 agreeable people together in a group. They have the ability
to seat 3 groups of 10 in the room we normally use. While we are all anxious to get back to our usual routine and
schedules, it seems prudent to employ caution over risk-taking with no real benefit in the long run.
Even though we will not have a formal meeting this month, Steve Wickizer and I have discussed scheduling a
weekend drive to some particular destination where we can gather outdoors and informally meet and still maintain the
accepted protocols. We can visit and check out our cars that probably need to be driven and exercised. We can bring
lawn chairs and maybe some snacks hang out for a little while. Stay tuned for more info.
I hope you are enjoying the mystery model a parts quizzes as much as I am. Thanks to Randy Schwerdt for doing
this. The more we know about our Model A’s, the better we can take care of and appreciate them.
Wellness update: 1) Bert Anderson is continuing to improve and is becoming more mobile all the time. He is
looking for a Tudor to buy as he feels it will be easier for him to get in and out. If you know of one that’s available let
him know. 2) John Dee Pollard (Anita) is going to have bypass surgery on the 14 August at Park West Medical
Center. Wish them well and we’ll send out some updates as we know them.
Here is a another mini tip that I came across recently and had heard about it before. When installing your water
hoses on your car, put a little rubber lubricant (grease, Vaseline etc.) on the inside of the end of the hose. That will
help them “slip” on easily and it also help them come off with less effort in the future. I’ve done this and it works. It
also helps you position them how you want them with not much effort. This really helps in getting the metal drain
pipe between the radiator outlet hose and the water inlet hose on the block positioned correctly. I really like that
feature having wrestled with that before learning this tidbit. I’ve had no leaks or tube slippage because of the lubricant
either.
So, till next time we meet, stay safe and make the best of our current situation. If you have any suggestions for
things we can do under the current guidelines, let Steve Wickizer or me know.

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A… if allowed
REMEMBER the meetings are still on hold for now.
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By Steve Wickizer

Minnie’s Drive to Her New Home, or “Riding a Horse That Hasn’t Been Ridden in a LONG Time”

A

fter exchanging funds for the title, the decision was made to
try to drive Minnie to her new home. We had previously
worked on her: cleaning points and plugs, and rechecking the
points (Bob and Kelly had already put modern points, condenser,
distributor plates and most likely other features into Minnie). We
had also taken the Tillotson carburetor home to clean and inspect
it, as we could not get her started until a good battery was used.
She started again and the “Minnie” caravan was on it’s way . . . .
first stop for premium fuel!
The trip was made from Strawberry Plains to West Knoxville, with
Dr. Bob following in my F150. We traveled Strawberry Plains
Pike to Knoxville, around UT, to Kingston Pike. It sounds much easier than it was! I first noticed she was bucking
and heading towards the ditch, then immediately over the center line. My question was, “Do all 1928 Model ‘A’s
with a 7-tooth steering box act this way?,” because my 1931 has only a 2-tooth box. She sputtered several times on
the way, but changing the mixture control to organized “backfires,” and popping the clutch, she never fully stopped,
but the Bearden hill was a real challenge!
Apparently some other drivers like to show their appreciation for older,
slower cars by honking and one finger salutes. . . . such a nice show of
friendship!
Did I mention she had no emergency brakes and the other brakes were
very soft so I always tried to leave five car lengths, but a few of those in a
hurry just loved to try and cut my front bumper off, although some
thought if they got close enough to my rear bumper they could draft along
maybe to increase my speed. . . . It didn’t work!
I can’t say we were ever really cooking on the way home, and the trip
seemed like hours. I felt like a wet rag doll or a drunk cowboy when we
arrived and she was put into her new stall for grooming
!

Minnie safely resting in her stall at home.

She did make the trip with several lifetime memories, or should I say, real-time nightmares.
Stay tuned for the next article about what we found, or didn’t find, when she was inspected!
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Uncle Barney Had a Model ‘A’ Too
by Randy Schwerdt

M

y dad’s brother, Bernard (Barney)
Schwerdt had a 1928 Standard
Coupe that he drove all over Michigan. He
had a Forestry degree from Michigan State
University and loved the outdoors for hunting
and fishing. In 1929, he purchased 400
wooded acres near Roscommon, Michigan,
where he built a “beautiful” cabin.

Photo 1

Photo 1 shows Uncle Barney with his wife,
Doris, parents, John and Edna Schwerdt and
his gorgeous Model ‘A’ Coupe enjoying a few
days at the cabin. What’s hard to believe is
that he would regularly make this 236 mileone-way trip, several times a year from his
home town of St. Joseph, Michigan.

June 1930

Photo 2 looks like a drive
in the country with wife
and parents to take in the
local sights. The big
ca 1915
wheels were used for
hauling logs as this was a big lumber area.
Photo 2

A regular annual
event was to gather Christmas trees from the property and bring them
back to St. Joe for friends and family. Photo 3 shows the Coupe
pulling a load of trees headed back home . . . . do you remember the
236 miles?

Photo 3

Photo 4

A closer look at photos 4 and 5,
confirms that it’s the same car
because you can see the Ford
logo on the spare tire cover is
slightly offset from vertical in both
pictures.

Dec 15, 1931

Our Model A’s are marvelous machines, built to do things we wouldn’t
think of doing today with most modern cars. Enjoy your Model ‘A’ by driving
it every chance you get like they did in the 1930’s!
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the fourth in a series of articles that Randy has graciously agreed to produce for your amusement and
continued Model ‘A’ education. How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Can you identify these parts by name and number on every Model ‘A’ that Henry made?

Let Randy know how well you did, and thank him for his work to produce this entertaining and educational feature
each month. We will continue to run them as long as there is interest . . . . and Randy doesn’t run out of parts!

Answers to last month’s quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Gas tank clamp (1930-31)......................................A-35266-BR
Electric wiper/dome light wire support bracket.......A-14591
Cam shaft thrust plunger with spring .....................A-6275/76
Brake shoe roller ....................................................A-2023
Fuel shut-off valve handle ......................................A-9189-H
Door latch rod mounting plate ................................A-702403
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A Visit to Dave’s Place
by Stephen Wickizer

T

his is David Hayes’ shop in Rutledge, Tennessee, a
great place to visit and we are planning a SMMAC
tour in the near future.

David, a real “Model A Mentor,” helped me repair my
1931 Tudor's broken door check. (My own repair was with
safety wire).

It’s nice to say the parts I brought were correct, luckily, and were
welded in place. David was even kind enough to paint the area. In the
process of removing the door panel, most of the attachments were
pulled away from the cardboard.
The cardboard was of poor, cheap material and was not waterproof,
so another repair was needed. During the drying period we played
‘what is this Model A part game.’
David opened maybe six large boxes and would show me the part
(not allowing me to see the label) and I tried to identify the mystery
part. Now, my Model ‘A’ school level is about 4th grade and I did
fair, but it was so much fun and educational. David allowed me to
learn at my own pace and let me get my
hands dirty in the process.

Before

After

Sincerely,
Cub reporter, CAPT Steve

David relaxed while the glue got tacky,
but we both got happy from the fumes I
think!

P.S. I hope everyone in the club will be able to make the planned tour just as soon as the current issues allow.
More to come so stay tuned in.
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Club News

Membership Directory
Please add a new members to your Directory:

Ted & Ana Ferguson

140 Norris Circle
Sharps Chapel TN 37866
(407) 722-4669

The Fergusons own an
early 1930 Phaeton.
Introduce yourself to Ted & Ana
and make them welcome to the club
when you can.

• If you know of other additions or corrections that need to be made, please contact the editor.

Index to Technical Articles

L

ongtime Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club member and frequent contributor to these pages, Bob Wyrick, has
collected and preserved many of the club newsletters in their multiple variations from hand-typed
mimeographs, to the present configuration as The Rumble Seat Reviewer.
In addition to preserving these historic documents, he has thoroughly researched and indexed the technical
articles, ranging from ‘Era Fashions,’ to ‘How-To’ articles, to ‘Maintenance,’ ‘Repair’ and ‘Driving Tips’.
We published this list covering the years from February of 1997 through early 2014 in the March, 2015 issue.
Bob has recently finished indexing the articles from March 2015 to the present.
We are currently working to get this updated index into a more easily used computer database. In the meantime,
Bob has graciously offered to look up and possibly copy articles in which you may be interested. If you wish to
discuss this with Bob, including the availability of articles and the possibility of nominal copying costs, please call
him at (865) 244-6886.
When the project is complete, we plan to make the database available on the club website or Facebook page for
easy reference.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

•

•
•

•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31 Fordor /
Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 17"
Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17" Kelsey Hayes
wheel $100.00. Car dollies (8), 2 to a set at $40.00
per set. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938-0204 or (865)
-643-0924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.
FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and wide
white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab. Excellent shape
and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in Northeast Arkansas.
Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile. Approximately 450 miles. I
have 6 pictures available on my phone and can send them to you
and give you name and number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-9835515.
FOR SALE 1928 closed cab Pickup with new radiator, top,
brakes interior, alternator, and working type still mounted in bed.
Also collection of spare parts, carburetors, orig. valve stems,
hubcaps, etc. Truck $16k. Parts “make offer”
Also selling roadster and four door phaeton museum quality
great drivers. Text (865) 640 2228 will call back

•

•
•

FOR SALE 1929 Sport Coupe Has 12V system, no overdrive,
fiberglass fenders. Gas tank "boiled" out
and coated Turn signals, two tail
lights. Not run much lately (due to
medical issues) but does run
good. $15,000 Contact Earl Stewart
(Harriman) (865) 210-7793, if no answer
leave message and he'll return call.
FOR SALE 19-in. Model ‘A’ Wheels (5) Need sandblast and
paint, no tires. $150 for all. Contact Tommy Ethridge (865) 5672386.
FOR SALE Sun Brand tune-up equipment: Timing Light
(induction type); Compression Gauge with fittings; Vacuum
Gauge; and a remote starter switch. Bob Helsel (865) 805-9945.

Your ad could go here!
CONTACT THE EDITOR

FOR SALE LUGGAGE RACK Expandable running board luggage
rack. Needs paint. Contact Bill Snyder (865) 365-1029.
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MEETING NOTICE
2020 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

precautions

Gary Steadman

there will be no meeting in August

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Bill Snyder
Ben Webber

2020 & 2021
Darrel (DD) Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Because of COVID-19

Frank Trent

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the
materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house
of information and as a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions. No responsibility or liability is
assumed, expressed or implied as to the suitability,
accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using
the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein
does so at his own risk and discretion and without
recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless
otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of
the material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

