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Presidents Column–Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

L

ast month I wrote this column on D-Day, 6/6 2020. Well, here it is 7/7 2020 and we’re into the second half
of the year. The 4th of July has come and gone. Hope you all had a good 4th and are doing well in this time
of “social distancing.” Try to not get too frustrated. Lin and I are surviving and maintaining our sanity. Hope all is
well with the rest of you Model A’ers.
We had a great turnout for the picnic on Jun 20th at the Cove in Concord Park. Thanks to the Lund’s and the
Varady’s for coming early and sanitizing everything for us. We had a brief meeting just to bring a few things up to
date.
We’ll not be having a meeting again this month due to the escalation of the COVID-19 conditions and the
mandatory mask policy. I spoke with Larry, who is usually our waiter at Shoney’s during the meetings. He said the
room we use is back open, but has about half the capacity it did have. We will probably not have as large a crowd as
we usually do. We will have to do the best we can. We’ll see if we can make it work for August.
John Milligan and I talked, and we thought it prudent not to do the tour for the 11th to the Ramsey House. We are
hoping to reschedule it when things lighten up in the future; hopefully soon. Thanks, John, for doing all the work to
arrange this and then having to cancel it.
The continuing story of the 1928 Tudor that Kelly Naber and I got running again after garage-napping for several
years, has a happy ending. I took Steve Wickizer out to see it and it was love at first sight. He explored it from
headlights to tail lights, from top to under carriage. He decided to give it a new home. We drove it back to his house
that same day. Steve has been diligently working on “Minnie” (her new name to go with Hennie and Jennie).
(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued on page 8)

2020
COMING EVENTS
THE FOLLOWING ARE TENTATIVE EVENTS FOR 2020

Vic & Linda Varady are still planning to host the annual “Safety & Reliability” check at their place as soon
as the pandemic situation allows.
Stay tuned for more information on this much-anticipated Spring rite for the club. The event has always been
popular, helpful, and well-attended. Keep an eye out for updated info in your upcoming issues of the Rumble
Seat Reviewer.

Please contact Steve Wickizer or Bob Helsel if you have suggestions for other events.
July Events

•

Saturday July 18th Driving tour of Loudon and Roan counties.
See page 3 for details.
September, Events

•

International Model A Day. Dick Lorenz suggested Cove Lake State Park
November Events

•

Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville. On or around November 11th . More details to follow as plans develop.

December Events
•

Annual Christmas Party
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Tour Opportunity

S

aturday the July 18th we are invited by our member, Art Fensod, to join the East Tennessee Region
of the AACA on a tour of Loudon and Roan counties. The tour will be led by Bobby Edgemon. It
will include a stop at his country cabin where he was raised. The final destination will be Smokin’ F Barbeque at 1821 Lynn Road, Philadelphia, Tennessee. There are lots of outdoor eating sites for us to use, where
the usual precautions can be taken. Art has arranged for a Blue Grass Band to play.
We’ll meet at the McDonald’s on Hwy 72 just east of I-75 at 3:00 pm, and leave shortly thereafter.
Randy Schwerdt and Bob Helsel went on a similar ride through those roads and report that they are good
ol’ Model A roads. There’s lots to see and take in.
For more information call Art Fensod (865) 408-0525.
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D

espite the current state of affairs, a group of Smoky Mountain Model A’ers met at Concord Park for the annual club
picnic.

Many thanks to Ken and Jean, and Vic and Linda for arriving early with extra cleaning supplies to make the venue as safe as
possible!
As you can see in the pictures, eight Model A’s made the trip along with the following people: Ken & Jean Lund, Vic & Linda
Varady, John & Anita Pollard, Darrell Davis & guest, Art Fensod, Richard Lett & Brenda Julian, Bob & Lin Helsel, John
Witherspoon, Steve Wickizer & guest, Joe & Sue King, and John & Carol Baxter.
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Light Switch Spider Retainer Tool
by Bob Wyrick

I

f you have had problems getting the light switch spider retainer on the end of your horn rod, here is a simple little
tool that can prove most helpful. I just saw this idea presented in one of the national magazines by Terry Anderson
and thought it would be well to pass on to you. I made some changes, but basically it is the same.
Take five to six inches of ¾-in. copper pipe and cut a rectangular piece from one end approximately 5/16-in. wide
and one inch deep. Enclose the opposite end so if you drop the retainer it goes in the tool and not on the floor.
Set the spider on the rod in a vertical position at 6 and 12 o’clock with the lever on the horn button at the six o’clock
position. You are now ready to install the clip on the horn rod. Rotate the spider legs while on the rod to a horizontal or
9 and 3 o’clock position. Secure this rod at the steering wheel so it won’t push through when you put pressure on the
spider. Put the tool between the legs of the spider with the opening up, and with slight pressure against the spring you
have room to drop the retainer into the groove in the horn rod. A “miss” will result in the retainer clip being caught in
the tool for easy recovery.
Simple, fast, and efficient.
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the third in a series of articles that Randy has graciously agreed to produce for your amusement and
continued Model ‘A’ education. How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Can you identify these parts by name and number on every Model ‘A’ that Henry made?

Let Randy know how well you did, and thank him for his work to produce this entertaining and educational feature
each month. We will continue to run them as long as there is interest . . . . and Randy doesn’t run out of parts!

Answers to last month’s quiz
1. Speedometer cable-to-frame clip ................... A-17265-A/B
(large for oval speedo, small for round speedo)

2. Rear main bearing oil drain tube .................... A-6328-A/B
(5/16” dia. for ‘28-’29, 3/8” dia. for ‘30-’31)

3.
4.
5.
6.
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Distributor upper shaft sleeve ......................... A-12195
Radiator brace rod bracket ............................. A-8140/1
Radiator mounting bolt, castle nut & spring ... A-8130
Radiator splash apron mounting bolt .............. A-1652

The Rumble Seat Reviewer July 2020

Model A’s Run In My Family
by Randy Schwerdt

A

s I was going through a collection of old family photos, I found
some very interesting pictures of my parents and their history
with Model A Fords.

My dad, Harold Schwerdt, and my mom, Dorothy Nordberg, met
each other in the summer of 1933. They were both living in their
hometown of St. Joseph, Michigan, located on the southern shore of
Lake Michigan not far from Chicago, Illinois.

1

2

Dad owned a very nice 1928 Roadster, and it was quite common to
spend a hot summer day at one of the beautiful beaches with your girl friend.
Silver Beach was a favorite as it
was where my folks met. I know
this because anytime Silver Beach
came up in a discussion, my mom
would remind us, “That’s where Harold and I met.” I must have heard that
100 times throughout my life!
Pictures 1 and 2 are my mom and dad enjoying one of those days on August
8, 1933. CHECK OUT THOSE GORGEOUS BODY LINES . . . .OF THE
CAR!!!!!!! They dated for about three years and were married on June 21,
1936.

3

Photo 3 shows the happy couple along with my dad’s
mother, Edna and father, John C. Schwerdt.
As all good things must come to an end, preparing for a
family life, my father sold the Roadster on October 10,
1935 and bought a 1931 Tudor that he is proudly showing
off in photo 4. This became the family car for the next five
years when they replaced the Tudor with a 1938 Ford
sedan in 1941.
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Club News
Another Model ‘A’ Joins the Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club Family

S

teve Wickizer, our club Tour Director and inveterate Model ‘A’ driver, (you seldom see Steve that he isn’t
driving one of his Model A’s), has recently added another ride to his stable.
Steve still hasn’t broken the “Tudor habit,” but this one is an early 1928 model as
opposed to his customary 1931 models!
As Bob reported in his President’s Column, the “new” one is a very early 1928
model with the engine number denoting a build date of September 1928.
You can see in the pictures that the car is in beautiful cosmetic condition, with
sound sheet metal, very pretty paint, and a very nice re-upholstery job on the interior.
Steve has agreed to write a series of articles on bringing the
mechanical aspects of the car up to his standards, which are
very high on the basis of how many miles he puts on his
Model A’s.
He is currently replacing the engine head, and bringing the steering, suspension, and
brakes up to factory specifications.
We look forward to Steve’s monthly progress updates and will surely see this beautiful ‘A’
on the roads of East Tennessee in the very near future.

(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued from page 1)

Despite all the looking and test driving, many issues are surfacing that need to be addressed to get her up to Steve’s
standards. Hopefully this will create lots of interesting articles for us to learn about early Model A’s. Minnie’s engine
number corresponds to September 1928. I’ve helped him a little and it is interesting to see a few of the differences.
I’ll say it again this month, that I’m hoping we can still turn this into a great rest of the year for our Model A Club.
We’ll have to make up quantity with quality.
Here is a mini tip that I learned a little while ago and thought I would share with you. It
involves Left and Right hand (the most common) threads. Left hand threads can be very
frustrating because they do not follow the “righty-tighty and lefty-loosie” rule. They are just
the opposite and your natural tendency is to go the wrong way. An easy way to tell them apart
is to look at them in a profile configuration. If possible hold the bolt or thread vertically as
shown in the picture. If the threads slope up to the Right, it is a Right Hand thread.
Conversely if the threads slope up to the Left, it is a Left Hand thread. Even knowing all of
this, they still frustrate me to no end.

LH

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A… if allowed
REMEMBER the meetings are still on hold for now.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

•

•
•

•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31 Fordor /
Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 17"
Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17" Kelsey Hayes
wheel $100.00. Car dollies (8), 2 to a set at $40.00
per set. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938-0204 or (865)
-643-0924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.
FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and wide
white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab. Excellent shape
and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in Northeast Arkansas.
Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile. Approximately 450 miles. I
have 6 pictures available on my phone and can send them to you
and give you name and number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-9835515.
FOR SALE 1928 closed cab Pickup with new radiator, top,
brakes interior, alternator, and working type still mounted in bed.
Also collection of spare parts, carburetors, orig. valve stems,
hubcaps, etc. Truck $16k. Parts “make offer”
Also selling roadster and four door phaeton museum quality
great drivers. Text (865) 640 2228 will call back

•

•
•
•

FOR SALE 1929 Sport Coupe Has 12V system, no overdrive,
fiberglass fenders. Gas tank "boiled" out
and coated Turn signals, two tail
lights. Not run much lately (due to
medical issues) but does run
good. $15,000 Contact Earl Stewart
(Harriman) (865) 210-7793, if no answer
leave message and he'll return call.
FOR SALE 19-in. Model ‘A’ Wheels (5) Need sandblast and
paint, no tires. $150 for all. Contact Tommy Ethridge (865) 5672386.
FOR SALE Sun Brand tune-up equipment: Timing Light
(induction type); Compression Gauge with fittings; Vacuum
Gauge; and a remote starter switch. Bob Helsel (865) 805-9945.
FOR SALE ‘28 Tudor which had been sleeping in a garage for
about 4 years. See President’s column for more details. Call
Jackie @ (865) 335-8218.

Your ad could go here!
CONTACT THE EDITOR

FOR SALE LUGGAGE RACK Expandable running board luggage
rack. Needs paint. Contact Bill Snyder (865) 365-1029.
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MEETING NOTICE
2020 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

precautions

Gary Steadman

there will be no meeting in July

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Bill Snyder
Ben Webber

2020 & 2021
Darrel (DD) Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Because of COVID-19

Frank Trent

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the
materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house
of information and as a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions. No responsibility or liability is
assumed, expressed or implied as to the suitability,
accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using
the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein
does so at his own risk and discretion and without
recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless
otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of
the material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

