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June is Bustin` Out All Over
Presidents Column–Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

Y

et another month has passed and things started looking up until all this latest protesting turned into despicable
rioting and looting. I was a student in Baltimore during the MLK 1968 riots, which were awful, but this is
right up there. The National Guard had to protect the fire trucks and men so they could do their jobs. I was working
in the ER and saw all the collateral damage to people from the “protesting.” I was particularly saddened by the kids
wounded from stray bullets and projectiles.
I’m writing this on D-Day 76 years later, always very grateful for the tremendous sacrifices. If any of those who
served and/or fought could be here now . . . what would they say or think? The divisiveness needs to stop. We need
to come together as one American nation.
Speaking of coming together, that’s a good segue to talk about “our” coming together. The club picnic is
scheduled for June 20th from 10:00 to 3:00. We are going to meet at the same place we have for the last few years.
It’s the Cove at Concord Park (Farragut). It will be obviously different:
1) Come if you want, but no pressure, if you’re not yet comfortable.
2) Bring your own food and drink. We will have no communal food to share as we have done previously.
3) Charcoal will be available to take turns grilling, if you want.
4) Ken and Jean Lund will wipe down the tables and seats as they always have in the past, but with stronger
agents this time.
5) Drive your “A” if you want and we will park out front as usual. Our normal set up, I believe, provides
enough acceptable spacing especially being outdoors.
6) There is plenty of room on the tables to spread out, but feel free to bring your chairs if desired. We will
try to have a brief meeting to see if there is any news to share with everyone and figure out what we’re
comfortable doing together.
John Milligan (Thank you, John) has scheduled a visit to the Ramsey House for July 11th. There is a $5 charge
per person. We will meet at the Dollar General on John Sevier at Thorngrove Pike at 9:30 a.m. We’ll depart to be at
the house where we’re expected at 10:00. After the tour we can go somewhere to eat either together or in smaller
groups depending on the turnout. Hope you can come!
Kelly Naber has left the building (TN) and is in El Paso, TX / Las Cruces, NM area and doing well. Before she
left for her new job, Kelly solicited my help on a ‘28 Tudor that had been sleeping in a garage for about 4 years.
(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued on page 7)

2020
COMING EVENTS

THE FOLLOWING ARE TENTATIVE EVENTS FOR 2020

Vic & Linda Varady are still planning to host the annual “Safety & Reliability” check at their place as soon
as the pandemic situation allows.
Stay tuned for more information on this much-anticipated Spring rite for the club. The event has always been
popular, helpful, and well-attended. Keep an eye out for updated info in your upcoming issues of the Rumble
Seat Reviewer.

Please contact Steve Wickizer or Bob Helsel if you have suggestions for other events.
June Events

•

Saturday June 13th Rugby Classic Auto Show & Street Fair. This is a fund raiser for Old Historic Rugby. John
Hicks reported that there will be door prizes, and a 50/50 raffle. Check their website (www.historicrugby.org) to
register online.

•

Saturday June 20th Annual Club Picnic at the Cove at Concord Park. 10:00 am until 3:00 pm.
The Club has paid for the pavilion and we can use it if the Knox County regulations allow. If you feel ill or
not well, do not come! We will sanitize the facility before the picnic starts. Plastic tablecloths will be
provided.
We will not be sharing food. You can bring your own prepared lunch. We will not be cooking steaks, burgers,
or hot dogs, but the grill will be available for individual use if you would like.
Masks are recommended but not required. Modified “Social Distancing” is advised. Please advise Ken Lund
(865-406-2684) or Vic Varady (865-291-7599) if you will be attending.
September, Events

•

International Model A Day. Dick Lorenz suggested Cove Lake State Park
November Events

•

Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville. On or around November 11th . More details to follow as plans develop.
December Events

•

Annual Christmas Party
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Adjusting the Two-tooth Steering Box
By Robert (Bob) Wyrick

B

efore explaining the proper adjustment of the two-tooth steering assembly we must look briefly at other factors
that can negatively affect proper steering. The steering box is responsible for approximately 70% of the car’s
ability to handle correctly. However, the other 30% can be attributed to a number of other factors that we shall
enumerate shortly. If there are worn or misaligned parts any steering box adjustment will prove to no avail.
Such seemingly benign problems that can contribute to poor steering are:
•

loose bolts securing the steering box to the frame

•

loose pitman arm bolt

•

spindle arm ball studs worn out of round

•

incorrect tension on tie rod or drag link plugs

•

worn king pin bushings

•

spindle thrust bearings worn or incorrectly set

•

incorrect caster or toe-in adjustment

When you have examined and corrected any of the above mentioned problems you can now concentrate on the twotooth steering box. The seven-tooth box, standard for use in ‘28, ‘29, and a few ‘30 models, will be left for another
article.
The most accurate adjustment can be made only after the steering box has been removed, disassembled, cleaned,
inspected and any worn or damaged parts replaced. Should you decide to have the sector housing machined for roller
bearings and oil seal, this would be a good time to have this done.
Begin by applying a thin coat of grease on all moving parts to prevent friction during the adjustment process. Set
worm gear bearings in place, by inserting the upper race with adjusting bolt slot up and gently seat the races on the
bearings until there is no end play in the shaft without drag. When this is done secure the end play adjusting bolt and
locking nut (Fig. 1-A).
Next center and align the steering wheel keyway in the steering rod with the end play adjusting bolt on the steering
box by rotating the steering rod from one extreme to the other counting the turns then reversing half the number of turns
until the keyway and end play adjusting nut are in alignment. This will set the worm gear in a central position.
Next insert the sector shaft with the brass cup washer with the teeth straight into the worm gear. Place the sector shaft
housing with the circular seal in place followed by placing the two-piece cone cams (Fig. 1-B) over the top right stud
then start the four assembly nuts and lock washers being careful not to over tighten.

You are now ready to begin the adjustment process by first adjusting the sector end play screw (Fig. 2-C) and lock
nut taking end play out of the sector shaft. This may later need to be readjusted after the final tightening of the sector
housing to prevent undue drag.
Next wrap a piece of masking tape around the end of the upper race above the steering shaft and then wrap a second
piece of tape around the shaft near the upper race. Center the shaft as described earlier again aligning the steering wheel
keyway with the steering shaft end play bolt atop the box. Make a reference mark at top dead center on both pieces of
tape for use as a reference point.
(STEERING Continued on page 4)
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(STEERING Continued from page 3)

You are now ready to adjust the centralization rivet (Fig. 2-D) located at the bottom of the box. This is the slotted
rivet set in a notch of the sector housing. This adjustment centers the sector shaft teeth in the worm gear. It is seldom
out of adjustment but should be checked just to make sure it is in proper alignment.
Turn the shaft to extreme right and mark the amount of free play on the tape. Turn to extreme left and do the same
to see if free play is equal at each extreme. If more play is detected at right of center, turn the adjusting rivet to the left
or counter clockwise. If play is more to the left of center, turn the rivet to the right or clockwise. Continue until free
play is equal at each extreme.
You are now ready to adjust the eccentric adjusting cone, which will set the depth of the sector teeth into the worm
gear. This is the ¾-inch sleeve and cone located at the upper right bolt securing the sector housing to the gear box. This
is a most delicate adjustment and may entail patience with some trial and error to get it right, especially if there is wear
in the sector or worm gear.
Again, center the steering shaft and turn the nut clockwise to where there is a minimal amount of play without drag
on the shaft. Note that the tightest spot will be when the shaft is centered or when the wheels of the car would be
straight ahead. Play will increase at each extreme. Finally, tighten all four bolts then recheck that there is no drag in the
center position. If there is drag, repeat the process always ending the process on a clockwise rotation. Tighten and
recheck the sector shaft end play screw to see that the tightening process has not created drag on the sector shaft.
This process should maximize the steering efficiency of your car. If the assembly has little or no wear and in proper
adjustment the steering wheel should have less than three inches of play at the center position.

A

C

B
Fig. 2
Fig. 2
Fig. 1

*D

*Note: Adjustment is on opposite side of box,
hidden by flange in Fig. 1.

For more specifics on this subject refer to:
The Model A Ford Mechanics Handbook by Les Andrews, Section 1 pp 290—312.
How to Restore Your Model A, Second Edition “Servicing the Steering” by Murray Fahnestock pp 92—94.
How to Restore Your Model A, Vol 6 “Improving Model A Steering,” by Wiley Higgins pp 16—17.
Technically Speaking Vol 2 “The Two-tooth Steering Gear,” by Paul Moller and George Klicka and Walter Mackin, pp 76—81.
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR MODEL A PARTS?????
By Randy Schwerdt

H

ere’s the second in a series of articles that Randy has graciously agreed to produce for your amusement and
continued Model ‘A’ education. How did you do on last month’s quiz?

Let Randy know how well you did, and thank him for his work to produce this entertaining and educational feature
each month. We will continue to run them as long as there is interest in the club, and Randy doesn’t run out of parts!
Can you identify these parts by name and number on every Model ‘A’ that Henry made?

Answers to last month’s quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Front hub inner seal ......................... A-1190
Flywheel dowel retainer ................... A-7609
Clutch/brake pedal shaft collar ......... A-7507
Shock to frame mounting bolt .......... A-18015
Running board to brace bolt ............. A-16452
King pin locking bolt ......................... A-3122
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Model ‘A’ Crossword Puzzle No. 2.
By Richard Lorenz

Clues for Crossword Puzzle No. 2
1. Down: What you like to get from your plug.
2. Down: A guiding device.
3. Down: Reverse _______.
4. Across: What you like to have on your tires.
5. Down: Part of the ignition system.
6. Across: Upper ______.
6. Down: Shape of the headlight reflector
7. Down: Vendor. (3 words)
8. Down: Vendor
9. Across: Carburetor
10. Down: Tires.
11. Down: Fan.
12. Across: Type of nut.
13. Across: An enemy of the restorer.
14. Across: Name of an item used by a restorer to make notes (3 letters)
15. Down: ______ shaft. (3 letters)

22. Down: ________ Shine.

16. Across: ______-iron. (5 letters)

23. Across: Vendor. (3 words)

17. Across: Cooling ______.
18. Across: ______ Type of current not used in a Model A (abbr) (4 letters)
19. Across: _________ stock. (4 letters)

24. Across: What you don’t want your tires to do.
25. Across: _______ drive.

20. Down: Put the pedal to the _______.
21. Down: Hard _______.

Answers to Crossword Puzzle No. 1
(See the May Rumble Seat Reviewer)
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(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued from page 1)

Kelly and I got the car going after a little bit of “fixin` an tunin`.” It belongs to a couple in assisted living with
Alzheimer's and other age-related problems. Since they can no longer enjoy it, their children are selling it for them. For
the price they’re asking, it will make a good drivable Model ‘A’ for someone. They are anxious to sell so they don’t
have to put it storage. See the ad section. Call Jackie @ (865) 335-8218
Bert Anderson is home from the hospital recovering and slowly getting better, He has a great attitude for all he’s
been through and is very optimistic.
As I said last month, I’m hoping we can still turn this into a great ‘rest-of-the-year’ for our Model A Club. We’ll
have to make up quantity with quality. As I said last time, keep thinking up ideas for tours and events for the club, so
we can get a good start when we get the green light.

Keep America Beautiful. . . Drive Your Model ‘A’. . . if allowed!

“How I Got Bit By the Model A Bug”

A

By Bill (and Debbie) Gunnell

s a young man living in Connecticut
my father-in-law, George Guertin, had
always wanted a Model A Roadster, but for one
reason or other, never bought one. He went into
the army during WW II and served during the
European Campaign where he was wounded at
the Normandy invasion. When he came home,
as with all of us, life got in the way.
Fast-forward to sometime in 1998 or 1999,
when he found the 1930 Roadster in the
Morristown, Tennessee area and bought it. At
that time it was running and had a coat of red
primer on it. I was living in Memphis at the
time and my son Matt and I would go to
Morristown to visit and help George work on
the car. He took great pride in the restoration of
the car. He did the paint job in his garage and it has held up really well over the years, as has the mechanical restoration.
He really loved showing it off to his pals at breakfast at Burger King in Morristown and short trips locally. When he
passed away in 2005, I became the caretaker of the car. We moved from Memphis back home to East Tennessee in 2009
and used the car very little the first few years until we met members of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club on one of
their outings in Pigeon Forge around 2010. We joined the club and gained more confidence in driving the car on longer
and longer trips.
I really enjoy the club and all the members, Many thanks to John Baxter, Bob Wyrick and Charlie Currier and lots of
other club members for helping me keep the Model A on the road.
Debbie and I are looking forward to getting back out there together with all of you as soon as we can.
Thanks ,
Bill Gunnell
The Rumble Seat Reviewer June 2020
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Club News

Membership Directory
Please add a new member to your Directory:
Craig Mason

7111 Sir Arthur Way
Knoxville, TN 37919
(865) 806-9306

Craig owns a 1931 standard
coupe, and was recruited by Bob
Helsel.
Introduce yourself to Craig and
make him welcome to the club when
you can.

• If you know of other additions or corrections that need to be made, please contact the editor.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

•

•
•

•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31 Fordor /
Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 17"
Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17" Kelsey Hayes
wheel $100.00. Car dollies (8), 2 to a set at $40.00
per set. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938-0204 or (865)
-643-0924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.
FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and wide
white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab. Excellent shape
and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in Northeast Arkansas.
Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile. Approximately 450 miles. I
have 6 pictures available on my phone and can send them to you
and give you name and number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-9835515.

•

•
•
•

FOR SALE 1929 Sport Coupe Has 12V system, no overdrive,
fiberglass fenders. Gas tank "boiled" out and coated Turn signals,
two tail lights. Not run much lately (due to medical issues) but does
run good. $15,000 Contact Earl Stewart (Harriman) (865) 2107793, if no answer leave message and he'll return call.
FOR SALE 19-in. Model ‘A’ Wheels (5) Need sandblast and paint,
no tires. $150 for all. Contact Tommy Ethridge (865) 567-2386.
FOR SALE Sun Brand tune-up equipment: Timing Light
(induction type); Compression Gauge with fittings; Vacuum Gauge;
and a remote starter switch. Bob Helsel (865) 805-9945.
FOR SALE ‘28 Tudor which had been sleeping in a garage for
about 4 years. See President’s column for more details. Call Jackie
@ (865) 335-8218.

FOR SALE 1928 closed cab Pickup with new radiator, top,
brakes interior, alternator, and working type still mounted in bed.
Also collection of spare parts, carburetors, orig. valve stems,
hubcaps, etc. Truck $16k. Parts “make offer”
Also selling roadster and four door phaeton museum quality
great drivers. Text (865) 640 2228 will call back

FOR SALE LUGGAGE RACK Expandable running board luggage
rack. Needs paint. Contact Bill Snyder (865) 365-1029.
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MEETING NOTICE
2020 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

precautions

Gary Steadman

there will be no meeting in June

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Bill Snyder
Ben Webber

2020 & 2021
Darrel (DD) Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Because of COVID-19

Frank Trent

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the
materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house
of information and as a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions. No responsibility or liability is
assumed, expressed or implied as to the suitability,
accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using
the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein
does so at his own risk and discretion and without
recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless
otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of
the material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

