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Stay Home. . . Stay Safe

A

s we all know, the COVID-19 pandemic has had a tremendous effect on all aspects of our daily lives. Our regular
meetings and planned Model A outings have all been impacted. Our daily lives have changed drastically.

Although we hate to admit it, our club membership is largely among one of the high-risk groups which I like to call the
“Young-At-Heart” group, no matter how the press and TV may describe us. I’m sure that many of us look forward to the Spring
of the year as the time to get the old Model A’s out, tune them up, and get ready for the many activities that are among the benefits
of belonging to the Smoky Mountain Model A Club.
Because many of our group activities are temporarily curtailed, we can still stay in touch by phone, postcard, letter, email, or
one of the many new-fangled electronic methods that all the young'un’s seem to be so adept at.
We’re planning to mail out the new 2020 Membership Directories for Smoky Mountain Model A Club, instead of handing
them out at a meeting, as we have done in the past. This will serve as a reminder of everyone who makes up the extraordinary
fellowship of this nearly 60-year-old club.
It will also give us the opportunity to reach out to our friends and acquaintances during this time of isolation and, hopefully,
relieve some of the stress associated with the circumstances, as well as reinforce the friendships that we have all established
through the years.
When you receive your copy, take a minute to browse through it and reach out to other members. If each of us called two or
three people and asked them to call two or three, the goodwill would spread just like the virus, maybe even faster!

Advice from the Center for Disease Control
There are simple things you can do to help keep yourself and others healthy.

•
•
•
•

Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after blowing your nose, coughing,
or sneezing; going to the bathroom; and before eating or preparing food.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
Stay home when you are sick.
Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.

2020
COMING EVENTS

THE FOLLOWING ARE TENTATIVE EVENTS FOR 2020

Vic & Linda Varady are still planning to host the annual “Safety & Reliability” check at their place as
soon as the pandemic situation allows.
Stay tuned for more information on this much-anticipated Spring rite for the club. The event has
always been popular, helpful, and well-attended. Keep an eye out for updated info in your upcoming
issues of the Rumble Seat Reviewer.

We’ll be optimistic and leave the following on the schedule.
Please contact Steve Wickizer or Bob Helsel if you have suggestions for other events.
June Events

•

Saturday June 13th Rugby Classic Auto Show & Street Fair. This is a fund raiser for Old Historic Rugby. John
Hicks reported that there will be door prizes, and a 50/50 raffle. Check their website (www.historicrugby.org) to
register online.

•

Saturday June 20th Annual Club Picnic at the Cove at Concord Park. 10:00 am until 3:00 pm.

September, Events

•

International Model A Day. Dick Lorenz suggested Cove Lake State Park

November Events

•

Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville. On or around November 11th . More details to follow as plans develop.

December Events
•

Annual Christmas Party
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Thanks!

Presidents Column–Driving "Ms Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

B

oy who could have ever predicted this, when I was last writing this column!! Happy St. Patrick’s Day in advance
turned out to be anything but that.

We are surviving one day at a time. But what a day is it; they all seem the same even more so than when you’re just retired.
Being house-bound is not for me, although not much choice here given the alternatives. Believe me I know all about ventilators,
critical illness, and life in an ICU. I was working in one every day of my last 40 years.
I’ve managed to keep myself busy with lots of projects. I’m finishing up doing all the brakes on Blacky. I’ve learned an easy
way to put on the emergency brake actuator arm spring on without having to use brute force and some kind of hook or other
tool…. Ford Barn has lots of good information on it most of the time. The biggest problem I had was getting the right rear
emergency band to accept the drum. Persistence and lots of sanding finally did the trick.
We won’t be having a meeting in April and I’m not sure when we will all be able to get together again, but we will have a lot
of catching up to do.
It’s interesting that gas has gotten really cheap, but then there’s not really any place to go.
I hope everybody is doing well and weathering this storm, which like all storms will pass. Just hoping it won’t be a whole lot
longer and we can get back to somewhat of a normal existence. I’m old enough to remember my childhood encounter with Polio
epidemics, We were required to take 1-2 hour afternoon rests by lying down. They thought getting overly tired predisposed you to
getting the disease. That probably wasn’t true, but it was somewhat of a forced separation from other children who could be
spreading the virus. I actually had some of my med school rotations at Baltimore City Hospital with a fellow student named Peter
Salk (yes he was Jonas Salk’s, the Polio Vaccine inventor, son).
Let’s hope we can still turn this into a great year for our Model A Club. Keep thinking up ideas for tours and events for the
club, so we can get a jump start on them when we finally get the “All Clear” signal.

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..
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THE “OLD MODEL A”
by
Randy and Vicki Schwerdt

I

t was 1971 and I was stationed at Mather AFB, Sacramento, CA. I had been there
for about six months and was settled into a regular routine of daily flying and a few
days off. My urge for a Model A to restore got the best of me and I found a 1930 Deluxe
Coupe listed for sale in the local newspaper. It was totally disassembled and had been
partially restored several years ago. The price was right at $400.00 and the seller assured
me it was 100% complete. Most of the parts were in bushel baskets that I loaded into my
pickup and hauled to an old barn that a farmer let me use to do the restoration. It took me
about one year and at least 10 swap meets to find the mysteriously missing 20 % of
the parts and complete the project.
1

The holidays were approaching so I took a picture of my finished Coupe and
made it my Christmas card for
1972 [1]. Vicki and I were
married in June, 1978. I showed
her a picture of my first Christmas
card and since we still had the
same Coupe we decided to do the
same thing for our first Christmas
card [2].
2

3

Our two children always loved doing the ice cream routine and other little
outings in what my daughter always called the “Old Model A”. One day in October 1989 when Haylee was 8 years
old and Jason was 6 years old, we got a friend to take some pictures of us with the car [3].
In November of 2014, I was going through our photo albums and saw those pictures. So on Thanksgiving Day we
all tried to dress the same as we did back then and climbed into the “Old
Model A” for another round of pictures [4]. The real fun was trying to
duplicate our expressions and positions.
The family has grown [5], and the next series of pictures will also
include a couple of grandchildren.

4

Since those pictures were taken, Vicki and I
have driven over 20,000 miles in the “Old Model A”
doing national and local club tours. You may have seen
us on the 2019 Canyonlands National Tour. Look for us
on future tours. It’s the green Coupe with the wooden
box on the trunk rack.
5
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Where Did that Dang Washer Go ???
by Bob Helsel
Missing small nuts, bolts, or screws that went to the garage floor?
And despite a diligent and persistent search, they elude the brilliant light of your modern LED flashlight?
Well, having lots of time on my hands, I’ve been cleaning up the garage. Working with the garage door open to get more natural
light and air also begets dust leaves and all kinds of extraneous debris.
I sweep an area and then scoot it on to a plastic dust pan. Holding the dust pan in my left hand , I run a strong magnet along the
underneath side of the pan.
You’ll be amazed what little (and even sometimes BIG) things you’ll find. It’s good to use a really strong magnet as it pulls the
items free a lot more easily.
Here are some before-and-after pictures to show you what I mean.

.
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Finding Your Differential Gear Ratio
by Bob Wyrick

I

f you have wondered what the gear ratio is in your Model A, here is a quick way to find out.

Urban Stair (Rod E Power) first published this process in the Restorer Magazine. Then later, in the MAFCA publication
“Tiny Tips for your Model A.”
Most Model A’s came factory-equipped with a 3.78:1 gear ratio. There were exceptions, however, with some four doors and
cars sold in the Denver and other high-altitude areas were equipped with 4.11:1 ratios. The 3.54:1, or “high speed gear” ratio you
often hear about was not offered until after World War II.
In order to determine your car’s ration, place the vehicle on a level surface pointing straight ahead. Put it in high gear with
the emergency brake engaged. Put a mark on the top of the crankshaft pully (12 o’clock position) and on the bottom of the right
rear tire at the 6 o’clock (See Figure 1).
With the car in high gear and the brake disengaged, have someone watch the pulley while you move the car forward. Let the
pulley make three and three-quarters revolutions then stop as the mark is to the side of the car coming up on its fourth revolution
(9 o’clock).
If the tire mark is just past the bottom, you have a 3.54:1 gear. If the mark is straight down, it is 3.78:1, and if it’s not yet to
the bottom, it’s a 4.11:1.

Position after rolling car forward

Initial position
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3.54:1
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Restoring a Rayfield R-I-F Carburetor
by Bob Wyrick

T

he Marvel Rayfield R-I-F is one of the rarest, most unusual,
and least understood carburetors of the Model A era. It was
made by the Marvel Carburetor Co. of Flint, Michigan, the same
company that made the Johnson (Sears) aftermarket carburetors. Unlike
the Johnson, which was a cheap alloy casting, the Rayfield was an
expensive iron casting with the top and bottom cast in one piece. The
top of the float bowl is the only removable body part.
Two body types were manufactured, differing only in the top float
assembly. The earlier type had two fuel inlets from the front or the side
to accommodate either the Model A or Model B Ford engine. The
second design had only the front inlet.
Two of these carburetors, with missing parts, had been lingering in my garage for over a year, undisturbed, while I tried to
find some information about their internal function. I did find two articles that gave an overview of their basic description, but
little on how they functioned. The first article was by Steve Pargeter and Dick Punchard in the September-October 1995
Restorer magazine. The second was by Gary W. Johnson in the March-April 2017 Model A News. The consensus seemed to
be that little is known of their origins or their function,
Because I have been spending most of my time at home during this virus pandemic, I decided to delve into these rare
carburetors and try to understand just how they worked and possibly bring one of them back to life.
This proved to be a most challenging task to say the least. First of all, many of the parts were missing. The gas adjusting
valve assembly (GAV) was gone, but it used the same type commonly found in the Zenith, Tillotson and many other
aftermarket brands. The throttle shaft was there, but was incompatible with anything I had seen before. The throttle plate from
a Zenith fit perfectly. The choke assembly was compatible with Zenith, but this is where everything changed.
The main jet is a small tube located under a plug accessed through the front attaching bolt hole. The plug must be removed
to find a spring holding the jet in place. The main jet in the carburetor throat appears to be an air-bleed type, similar to
Tillotson, Johnson, and Simmons carburetors, but is a pressed-in assembly, not a screw-in type as in other designs. The venturi
is made of aluminum inserted from the top and held in place by a screw on the right side of the body. There is a power jet
activated by the throttle arm much like the one found on the Tillotson 1B carburetor.
Locating the internal channels and how they intersected proved to be an even greater task. Using a guitar string as a probe,
along with compressed air, I was able to get some idea as to how it worked, but not a complete and satisfactory understanding
of its function.
After some three days of study, experimentation, and assembly it was ready for its final test. I installed it in my Coupe and
with the eager anticipation of a ten-year-old boy on Christmas eve, I turned on the ignition, retarded the spark, turned on the
gas, then hit the starter. Immediately the old Coupe came to life without any coaxing whatsoever. The test run was beyond
expectation. The idle, high-speed, and pulling power were as good as I have ever
experienced.
In closing, I think Gary Johnson said it best in his article in the Model A News.
He wrote:
“The Marvel Rayfield R-I-F is a robust, well-constructed, and unusual product.
When advertised, it is commonly referred to as a speed product, delivering
responsive acceleration to the Model A.”
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Club News

P

reparation of the new
Smoky Mountain Model A Club 2020
Directory

is READY!
Thanks to all who paid their 2020 dues early so we can have this
year’s edition issued in record time.
Your copy was mailed at the same time as the April issue of your
Rumble Seat Reviewer.

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028
Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 906315515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

•

•
•
•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31 Fordor /
Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 17"
Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17" Kelsey Hayes
wheel $100.00. Car dollies (8), 2 to a set at $40.00
per set. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938-0204 or (865)
-643-0924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.

•

•

FOR SALE LUGGAGE RACK Expandable running board luggage
rack. Needs paint. Contact Bill Snyder (865) 365-1029.
FOR SALE 1929 Sport Coupe Has 12V
system, no overdrive, fiberglass fenders.
Gas tank "boiled" out and coated Turn
signals, two tail lights. Not run much lately
(due to medical issues) but does run
good. $15,000 Contact Earl Stewart
(Harriman) (865) 210-7793, if no answer
leave message and he'll return call.

FOR SALE Low-rise car lift. Use floor jack to lift one end 20
inches high. Other end is fixed. 13 feet long. Red with drip pan.
$1000 delivered if you help load it. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and wide
white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab. Excellent shape
and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in Northeast Arkansas.
Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile. Approximately 450 miles. I
have 6 pictures available on my phone and can send them to you
and give you name and number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-9835515.
FOR SALE 1928 closed cab Pickup with new radiator, top,
brakes interior, alternator, and working type still mounted in bed.
Also collection of spare parts, carburetors, orig. valve stems,
hubcaps, etc. Truck $16k. Parts “make offer”
Also selling roadster and four door phaeton museum quality
great drivers. Text (865) 640 2228 will call back

The Rumble Seat Reviewer April 2020

Your ad could go here!
CONTACT THE EDITOR

Page 9

MEETING NOTICE
2020 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

precautions

Gary Steadman

there will be no meeting in April

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Bill Snyder
Ben Webber

2020 & 2021
Darrel (DD) Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Because of COVID-19

Frank Trent

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the
materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house
of information and as a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions. No responsibility or liability is
assumed, expressed or implied as to the suitability,
accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using
the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein
does so at his own risk and discretion and without
recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless
otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of
the material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

