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Coupe restoration progress, page 5

Take a “Brake” for Safety & Reliability
by Vic Varady

W

e are looking forward to hosting the Safety and Reliability event this year on Saturday, March 28th with
a rain date of April 4th. I don't remember how many S&R events we previously hosted but they have
always been well attended and many cars have received the attention that a few sets of new eyes and hands could
provide. Coffee and sweet rolls will be provided in the morning and we will have sandwiches, soft drinks, chips and
sides for lunch. If you wish to bring donuts or other items please do. We will start at approximately 9:00 am and
finish when we have done what we can.
This year we will focus on brakes. I will have some displays of “innovations” that I have tried in addition to
displays of cast iron drums and different lining materials. If you do not currently have cast iron drums and would like
to have them installed you can order new ones from my favorite supplier, Randy Gross in California. He will send
complete drums with linings to you, or here if you choose. In the past he has sent the drums out and will refund the
core charges for the hubs and shoes when you send them back. They are not inexpensive but save a lot of time and
trouble. I do not have all the machinery to install the drums to the hubs here. Several of our members have had good
experience with Randy's parts. His phone number is (714) 292-8660 and he is 3 hours behind our time. If you plan to
install new drums, you should remember to have the necessary grease seals available because I only have a few new
spares.
(S&R event Continued on page 6)

Presidents Column–Driving "Ms Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

H

appy St. Patrick’s Day in advance. Here it is March and I’m not sure where
February went. We are already in the Lenten season before Easter, which is early
this year. I was able to abstain from candy on Valentine’s Day and decided to up it for no
sweets and the like for Lent. It’s been tough for me as I have a real sweet tooth. Who knows maybe I can shed a few
pounds as I did before. It surely will make getting in and out of a Model A easier for me.
My latest project has been trying to improve the brakes on Blackie Coupe which left a lot to be desired. I’m
learning a lot in the process which I’ll be glad to share at the March reliability check. I’ve talked several times with
Randy Gross. He and his late Dad, Mel, have been dealing with Model A brakes for a lot of years.
We had an outstanding turn out for the first 2:00 PM meeting in February at Shoney’s. The majority present were
in favor of continuing it in March. So correct your calendars for the 2:00 PM time on March 21st.
I was recently in contact with Midland Radio, the makers of weather radios and they have offered the club a 20%
discount on walkie-talkies. I will have more details on this at the meeting, so stay tuned.
(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued on page 6)

2020
COMING EVENTS

THE FOLLOWING ARE TENTATIVE EVENTS FOR 2020

March Events

•

Saturday March 28th Safety and Reliability Check at Vic Varady’s garage. Rain date April 4th. Focus will be on
brakes. Have your questions ready. Make sure to let Vic know if you plan on attending so he can get a count for
lunch.
April Events

•

Saturday &/or Sunday April 25-26th National Cornbread Festival in South Pittsburg, Tennessee. More details
later.
June Events

•

Saturday June 13th Rugby Classic Auto Show & Street Fair. This is a fund raiser for Old Historic Rugby. John
Hicks reported that there will be door prizes, and a 50/50 raffle. Check their website (www.historicrugby.org) in
March to register online.

•

Saturday June 20th Annual Club Picnic at the Cove at Concord Park. 10:00 am until 3:00 pm.

September, Events

•

International Model A Day. Dick Lorenz suggested Cove Lake State Park
November Events

•

Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville. On or around November 11th . More details to follow as plans develop.

December Events
•

Annual Christmas Party
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February 2019 Meeting Minutes
by Carol Baxter
President Bob Helsel called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm on February 15 at Shoney’s Restaurant.


Guests/Visitors/ New Members:

The Gilliard’s were recognized by President Helsel.


Sunshine Report:

President Helsel reported that Charlie Currier was improving from his neck surgery and not enjoying his enforced idleness – cards
and visits are encouraged.
The minutes from the January meeting were approved as reported in the February RSR.
Gary Steadman gave the treasurer’s report, which was approved.


Old Business:

President Helsel reported that the Facebook “group page” is no longer active. There was no feedback from the club members to
retain it. NOTE: The club Facebook page is still active; please check it out and use it.
Gary presented the new standard get well/sympathy card, which was received with enthusiasm.
Randy Schwerdt gave an update on the MARC Mileage Program. He will be available to provide more information to anyone
interested in participating.
Darrel Davis (DD) is working on a new car banner with modifications. He’s also looking into developing a license plate topper.


New Business:

President Helsel asked if the club would be interested in possibly purchasing a patch, medallion or belt buckle. The set-up fee for
the patch would be approximately $30. He suggested the club could pay for that then members pay for the patch. Perhaps the
club could give new members a patch. There would be a minimum order of 20 or 30 for the patches.
Everyone present agreed that, at least until summer, the monthly meeting should at 2:00 pm. There was very good attendance.


Tours and Events:

Tours and Events for 2020 are being organized by Steve Wickizer. The first event is scheduled for April 25-26 for the National
Corn Bread Festival in Pittsburg, Tennessee. That can be a one-day or overnight trip. More info on other events will follow later.
The Reliability & Safety Check at the Varady’s will be on March 28 (Rain Date will be April 4). Vic and Linda would like a
headcount as soon as possible to arrange for the food – email, text or phone. Startup time is 9:00 am.
There seems to be interest in having another Mountains, Music, and Model A’s in 2021, which will be the club’s 60th anniversary
year. Volunteers will certainly be needed.


Show and Tell:

Bert Anderson brought pictures of Model A’s and T’s to share.
The meeting was adjourned.

Because of COVID-19 precautions there will be no meeting in March.
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THE “HUCKSTER” PROGRESS REPORT NO. 3
By Randy Schwerdt

N

ow that the rear fenders have been taken care of, I’ve moved on to the front fenders. I had acquired a
very nice original left fender that needed some work. John Baxter agreed to help me out. He had me
fit the fender to the frame and make a template for a section that needed to be reinforced. Using a high quality
piece of paperboard (a Cheerios box), I was able to make the exact pattern needed. John and I cut a repair piece
and held it in place with Cleco clamps while John welded it onto the fender. The process is very interesting and
the results were fantastic.
Figure 1 shows the section of the fender that needs help due to a crack. Figure 2 has the template in
place. Figure 3 features the high quality template ready to make a repair piece. John can be seen hard at work
in Figure 4 securing the new panel to the damaged section with the Cleco clamps. These clamps are great for
this problem and are easy to use. With all the clamps in place, as seen in Figure 5, it’s time to weld everything
together. Figure 6 shows welding completed and ready for the finishing phase.
When the weather gets a little warmer, I can do the sanding and painting which should only take
another four months (years).

CRACK
Figure 3

Figure 4

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 5

Figure 6
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Coupe Project
By Vic Varady

A

bout 7 or 8 or 10 years ago I purchased a '31 Coupe from a friend's cousin who had it in Illinois and moved it to Florida. It
sat in a rented storage unit for many years. It did not have a rumble seat, so I took my brother and my trailer to Winter
Haven to get it. The price was right and I expected the worst. Naturally all the tires were flat, but I had my portable compressor
and we got it to roll out of the storage unit and using several come-alongs we got it on the trailer. I stopped at two flea markets
along the way and could have sold it twice for more than I had paid for it. The trip home on an open trailer was hard on the roof
and I left almost all of it on the highway in Florida and Georgia. I got it home and in my shop easily. The previous owner said that
it ran when he parked it. Without the distributor driveshaft, that appeared to be unlikely!
The body appeared to be in reasonable shape so I decided to just change the engine to one that I had removed from my Pickup.
While I had the engine out the firewall seemed to be a good candidate for a repaint. Rustoleum Regal Red looked close so I
purchased a few rattle cans and finished the firewall.
With the top material lost on the road I looked hard at the windshield header. That was next. I put the new header in and it
looked good. The only problem was that the windshield would not close. I did not get upset but moved on to other things.
I put a few miles on the replacement engine and found that the brakes needed attention. I jacked up the car and pulled the
drums. I needed to move the car a little so I put the jack-stands on some dollies. That was not a good idea. Within a few feet one
of the stands gave way and the car was now supported by the rear fender. The fender needed to come off and I was not happy.
Fortunately we have an excellent body man/painter in the club. I spoke with David Hayes and he offered to do the best he could.
He suggested that he do both rear fenders. After further consideration, the front fenders were brought to his shop together with the
running boards. After a reasonable time they were finished and I was happy. I stored them in my garage and did not think about the
car for some time. I removed the deck lid and decided to freshen it up with some body filler and more rattle can paint. After I
finished this I hung it up out of the way for a time.
A few months ago I decided that it was time to revisit the windshield header. I got some help removing the windshield and
skimmed some of the wood from the header. My helpers and I put the windshield back. It fit well. The only casualty was one of
the cowl light arms. I am glad that Ford Barn exists. I sent a check to a guy and a nice replacement arm came in the mail soon
afterward. The only problem with that was the threads in the new arm were now metric. Fortunately the vendors sell new bolts
with holes for the wire fairly inexpensively. I bought a pair. One is available if someone needs it.
Interior
At least five years ago I decided that I wanted a leather seat for the coupe so I spoke
with Lee Chatterton and took my seat frame to his Hot Springs, Arkansas shop to get
done. I also wanted new door panels and everything else that was required. He brought a
large box to the swap meet in Asheville, North Carolina a few months later. I put this in
the garage waiting for the right time to install it. It sat unopened until recently. When I
opened it up I saw that all of the interior panels were leather covered. Now I will surely
have a Deluxe Coupe
Sound Deadening
While the car did not have an interior I thought about installing some sort of material to keep the road sound down. Doug Terry
gave me a roll of aluminum foil covered fabric stuff that he had left over from his Vicky. I used spray adhesive to stick this to the
cowl and other areas of bare painted metal. Applying this with contact adhesive takes a new skill set.
Roof ribs
I looked over the roof ribs and decided that I could produce new ones to replace the old ones. I made three of the four. For the
first one I used pine and for the next two I used pieces of cherry that I had left over from another project. It turned out that the
(COUPE PROJECT Continued on page 7)
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(S&R event Continued from page 1)

We will also do tune-ups as necessary, check lights and horns and whatever adjustments we can. If you are
thinking of a new water pump, we can do this also. I like the stuff from James Rupert in California. Bratton's,
Snyder's and Bert's also have good leak-less pumps. We can also lubricate your chassis parts.
Many people know where we live but if you don't and need directions, please call (865) 983-5515 or (865) 2917599.
In order to make sure that we have enough to eat for lunch, please call and let us know who is coming. Wives and
significant others are welcome. If you want or need to bring your car on a trailer – that is OK. We have room next to
the driveway and can get it running or running better.
If your Model A has trouble quickly
complying with this lawful order,
get it over to Vic’s on the 28th and get
it checked out!

(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued from page 1)

We are getting into the good Model A driving times, so make sure you start getting that “A” ready to go. Then you
can bring her to the Reliability and Safety check scheduled for March 28th with a rain date of April 4th. Mark your
calendars because you don’t want to miss that one. Thanks to Vic and Linda for hosting the event again this year.
Let’s make this a great year for our Model A Club. Bring your ideas for tours and events to the March meeting so
we can get a jump start on 2020, our 59th year as a MARC/MAFCA club.

Because of COVID-19 precautions there will be no meeting in March.
Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..
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(COUPE PROJECT Continued from page 5)

cherry was too hard to staple the headliner to so I ordered new ribs. They arrived and I stapled the needed material to the top of
the ribs.
Headliner
I have never worked with a headliner before so I studied some U-tube videos and feel confident that with an assistant I can
do the job. There are interior pieces that are installed after the headliner is installed. I have some confidence that I can do this
also. This was part of the interior package.
Roof Material
Apparently the only source for the correct material was LeBaron Bonney but they went bankrupt a year or two ago. I
searched and found that Classtique in Minnesota can supply a very good looking
replacement material. Their package also included chicken wire and padding. This will go
on after the headliner is installed.
Deck Lid
Before I installed the repainted deck lid I looked over the internal rain gutters in the
trunk. A previous owner looked like he wanted to turn this coupe into a rumble seat
variety so he cut off and bent the lower portion of the rain gutters. This modification
would have directed all the rain water into the bottom of the trunk. I restored the lower
portion of the rain gutter with fiberglass cloth and poly resin. It would have tested good
when I poured water at the top of the deck lid. I made a mess because I only put one pail under the car. However, I was
satisfied.
I wanted a trunk so I spent some time fashioning hardboard and plywood pieces for the trunk sides and the area behind the
seat. It took a lot of fitting to get the pieces just right. This should be a nice addition to increasing the usefulness and quietness
of the car. I have never seen the original trunk area of a coupe.
Next Projects
•

Replace all of the brakes with cast iron drums and new shoes.

•

Drive for a year and install a higher horsepower rebuilt engine that I have stored.

•

Think about the air conditioner unit that I have unopened in a box.
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Club News

P

reparation of the new
Smoky Mountain Model A Club 2020 Directory

is nearing completion.
Thanks to all who paid their 2020 dues early so we can
have this year’s edition issued in record time.
Be sure to attend the next meeting to pick up your own personal copy (one per
membership).

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028
Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 906315515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

•

•
•
•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31 Fordor /
Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 17"
Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17" Kelsey Hayes
wheel $100.00. Car dollies (8), 2 to a set at $40.00
per set. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938-0204 or (865)
-643-0924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.

•

•

FOR SALE LUGGAGE RACK Expandable running board luggage
rack. Needs paint. Contact Bill Snyder (865) 365-1029.
FOR SALE 1929 Sport Coupe Has 12V
system, no overdrive, fiberglass fenders.
Gas tank "boiled" out and coated Turn
signals, two tail lights. Not run much lately
(due to medical issues) but does run
good. $15,000 Contact Earl Stewart
(Harriman) (865) 210-7793, if no answer
leave message and he'll return call.

FOR SALE Low-rise car lift. Use floor jack to lift one end 20
inches high. Other end is fixed. 13 feet long. Red with drip pan.
$1000 delivered if you help load it. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and wide
white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab. Excellent shape
and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in Northeast Arkansas.
Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile. Approximately 450 miles. I
have 6 pictures available on my phone and can send them to you
and give you name and number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-9835515.
FOR SALE 1928 closed cab Pickup with new radiator, top,
brakes interior, alternator, and working type still mounted in bed.
Also collection of spare parts, carburetors, orig. valve stems,
hubcaps, etc. Truck $16k. Parts “make offer”
Also selling roadster and four door phaeton museum quality
great drivers. Text (865) 640 2228 will call back
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Your ad could go here!
CONTACT THE EDITOR
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MEETING NOTICE
2020 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 235-4191
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 264-0882

Bob Helsel

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

precautions

Gary Steadman

there will be no meeting in March.
Note
time
change
DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Bill Snyder
Ben Webber

2020 & 2021
Darrel (DD) Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Because of COVID-19

Frank Trent

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the
materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house
of information and as a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions. No responsibility or liability is
assumed, expressed or implied as to the suitability,
accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using
the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein
does so at his own risk and discretion and without
recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless
otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of
the material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

