February 2020

Visit our website at
www.smokymountainmodela.com
Check out our new Facebook page
Smoky Mountain Model A Club

•

Note February meeting time change!!

Monthly Meeting Time Changed to 2:00 pm for
Winter Months
Bring on Your Tours and Events Suggestions for 2020!
by Steve Wickizer, Tour Director

T

here are many different tours we can plan this year. Some would require a chairman or event coordinator, i.e., annual
picnic, holiday party, veterans parade, etc.
Distance, weather, and participation are factors that help or limit the activity.
I would ask each member to make suggestions anytime during the year for potential events. You can text, email, share notes at
meetings or mail them to me for inclusion and discussion. The information should include who is submitting, event time, place,
contact, and any other helpful data.
(2020 TOURS Continued on page 3)

Presidents Column–Driving "Ms Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

H

appy Valentines to all of you out there. The Super Bowl is history and the groundhog
didn't see his shadow so hopefully, if the myth holds true, the touring season can’t be
that far off…. Fingers and toes crossed. It is not too soon to start getting those Model A’s ready
for prime time.
We had a great turnout for our first meeting for 2020 despite the rainy weather. Our calendar is starting to fill up,
but we still have some holes to be filled so please bring your ideas to the next meeting February 15th.
REMEMBER the meeting will be early.
Have a late lunch or early supper and we will start the meeting at 2:00 pm
I sent word out by email, but for those that don’t get email: Charlie Currier had an accident and broke his neck.
Fortunately he did not sustain any nerve damage. He is recuperating at home. Send him a note or give him a call and
let Charlie and Donna know you’re thinking of them.
I was recently in contact with Midland Radio, the makers of weather radios and they have offered the club a 20%
discount on walkie-talkies. I will have more details on this at the meeting, so stay tuned.
I mentioned at the meeting that the SMMAC group page would be going away and I’m glad to report it’s gone.
We still have our Smoky Mountain Model A Club Facebook page. You are welcome to post your Model A activities
and projects. I going to try to get more material posted on our page as we start to have our up and coming events
The Reliability and Safety check is scheduled for March 28th with a rain date of April 4th. Mark your calendars,
because you don’t want to miss that one. Thanks to Vic and Linda for agreeing to do this again this year.
Let’s make this a great year for our Model A Club. Bring your ideas for tours and events to the February meeting
so we can get a jump-start on 2020, our 59th year as a MARC/MAFCA club.

2020
COMING EVENTS
THE FOLLOWING ARE TENTATIVE EVENTS FOR 2020

March Events

•

Saturday March 28th Safety and Reliability Check at Vic Varady’s garage. Rain date April 4th. Focus will be on
brakes. Have your questions ready. Make sure to let Vic know if you plan on attending so he can get a count for
lunch. More details will be in the March issue of the Rumble Seat Reviewer.
April Events

•

Saturday &/or Sunday April 25-26th National Cornbread Festival in South Pittsburg, Tennessee. More details
later.
May Events

•

Saturday May 11th Annual Club Picnic at the Cove at Concord Park. 10:00 am until 3:00 pm.
June Events

•

Saturday June 13th Rugby Classic Auto Show & Street Fair. This is a fund raiser for Old Historic Rugby. John
Hicks reported that there will be door prizes, and a 50/50 raffle. Check their website (www.historicrugby.org) in
March to register online.
July, August,

•

Please Volunteer to organize or help with events for these months
September, Events

•

International Model A Day. Dick Lorenz suggested Cove Lake State Park
October Events

•

Please help!
November Events

•

Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville. On or around November 11th . More details to follow as plans develop.
December Events

•

Annual Christmas Party
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(2020 TOURS Continued from page 1)

I would like to suggest the following possible 2020 trip/tours for your consideration:
•

Tennessee Aviation Museum, Sevierville, Tennessee

•

Members garage tour

•

Oak Ridge history museum

•

Local cruise-in’s and car shows

•

Fountain City day in the park Memorial Day.

•

Other parades Memorial Day, 4th July...

•

Smokies baseball game

•

Joint events with other car groups and/or with potential swap meet

•

Chapter swap or garage sale or flea market open to any other group

•

Bush Bean Factory, Madisonville “A & W Drive-in” tour and eat

•

Cade’s Cove, Missing Link, Foothills Parkway, Blue Ridge Parkway, Tellico Plains.

•

Maybe just local drive and dine meet, i.e. “S & S” cafe

•

Biltmore Estates and meet with Asheville Chapter

•

James White Fort or trolley tour of Knoxville

•

Tullahoma Tennessee Beech Aircraft museum

•

Chilhowee Glider Port tour, eat and rides

•

Outdoor concerts

•

House Mountain State Park or other park day or overnight trips

•

Market Square events, Knoxville

•

U. S. Veterans Memorial Museum in Huntsville Alabama

•

Dogwood Trails

• Tennessee Whisky Trail
These are suggestions. Please add more for fun and pleasure because our Model A’s want and need to get out and play also!
Known events Rugby tour, Veterans parade, holiday party, annual picnic, safety and reliability day, assisted living “Show
and Tell,” when asked.
We live in a wonderful area full of natural and man-made sites.
I need your help to explore these areas and cultures.
Stephen Wickizer 423 883-3283
Stephenwickizer@gmail.com
7008 Yorkshire Drive
Knoxville, TN 37909

The Rumble Seat Reviewer February 2020

Page 3

January 2019 Meeting Minutes
by Linda Varady

T

he January meeting of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club was called to order at 6:28 pm on January 18th by
President Bob Helsel at Shoney's on N. Broadway, Knoxville.

There were no minutes from the December meeting. That was our Christmas Party. The November minutes, as
printed in the December issue of the RSR, were approved by acclamation.
President Helsel confirmed that Bill Gunnell and Darryl Davis had been elected as Directors.
New Business:
President Helsel proposed a change to the monthly meeting time. He suggested moving the time from 6:30 pm to
2:00 PM. This would accommodate those members who don't like to drive after dark and encourage more members to
drive their Model As to the meetings. Members in attendance agreed and approved his idea. The next meeting will be
February 15th at 2:00 pm.
The group page on the Club's website will be eliminated. All info should be entered on Facebook page or the
Webpage. The club's bylaws can be found on the Webpage and President Helsel encouraged all members to review
them.
The get-well and sympathy cards that the club sends will be personalized with the club's logo and generated on line.
Randy Schwerdt reported on the mileage program conducted by MARC. Randy is Smoky Mountain regional
coordinator for this program. You can participate in this program by filling out the MARC form, sending in $1 and
recording your beginning and ending of the mileage. You can get this form from Randy or from the MARC website and
he will help you with the details. You can only register one car in this program. Bob Helsel said MAFCA has a similar
program.
Tours and Events:
•

March 28th : Safety and Reliability Check at Vic Varady's garage. Rain date April 4th. Focus will be on
brakes. Have your questions ready. Make sure to let Vic know if you plan on attending so he can get a
count for lunch.

•

April 25,26: National Corn Bread Festival in South Pittsburg, Tennessee. No definite plans yet.

•

June 13th: Rugby Car Show. This is a fund raiser for Old Historic Rugby. John Hicks reported that there
will be door prizes, and a 50/50 raffle. Check their website in March to register online.

•

June 20th: The Annual Club Picnic at the Cove at Concord Park

•

September 19th: International Model A Day. Dick Lorenz suggested Cove Lake State Park.

•

November 11th: Veterans Day Parade

•

December 19th: Christmas Party. Members present expressed pleasure at the way last year's party was
organized and wanted repeat the format for this year.

President Helsel told about plans for another Mountains, Music and Model A`s show for 2021 and asked for
members to show their interest by signing up to help with some of the events.
Show and Tell:
Bert Anderson told a joke. Randy Schwerdt told where the term “pick-up truck” came from.
President Helsel adjourned the meeting at 7:04 pm.

The next meeting will be February 15th at 2:00 pm at Shoneys, North Broadway.
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Beware of Dangerous Fans
What is a dangerous fan??
There’s a good chance that it is any thin, steel, stamped-sheet-metal fan that is more than 40 years old!
Smoky Mountain Model A Club members have recently experienced failure of such fans, with subsequent further damages to
their car’s radiators and/or hoods. Original “90-year-old” Model A steel fans are notorious for cracks and failures owing to their
hollow design which leads to interior corrosion. After-market “although younger” fans of stamped steel construction, their parts
held together with rivets, are also prone to unexpected failures after many hours of operational stress.
Solid cast aluminum two-bladed fans, very similar in appearance to the original fans, have proved to be considerably more
reliable and are available from most of the known Model A parts suppliers.

See how three of the smaller
rivets have gone AWOL.

The rivet stud-ends
remained in the fan hub
after the heads departed

Despite the initial impression . . . This is not a HAPPY radiator!
Steve reports that the owner was not overjoyed either.
Get rid of those old dangerous fans.
The Rumble Seat Reviewer February 2020
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A Note on Powerhouse Generators
(And Six-volt Generators in General)
by Ken Lund

I

recently expended a large amount of time and energy getting the Powerhouse
generator in my 1928 Phaeton into working order. It is so hard to find anyone who
works on the six-volt generators now.

Disclaimer: This is not Ken’s generator

I finally located “D and D Auto Electric, Inc.” in Wheat Ridge, Colorado. You can reach them by phone at (303) 423-6532.
He provides reasonably priced parts and service and even found me a rewound armature in Oregon.
Anyone holding used, original Model A generators should go ahead and get them rebuilt now while there is someone to do it.

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 906315515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

•

•
•
•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31 Fordor /
Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 17"
Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17" Kelsey Hayes
wheel $100.00. Car dollies (8), 2 to a set at $40.00
per set. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938-0204 or (865)
-643-0924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.

•

•

FOR SALE LUGGAGE RACK Expandable running board luggage
rack. Needs paint. Contact Bill Snyder (865) 365-1029.
FOR SALE 1929 Sport Coupe Has 12V
system, no overdrive, fiberglass fenders.
Gas tank "boiled" out and coated Turn
signals, two tail lights. Not run much lately
(due to medical issues) but does run
good. $15,000 Contact Earl Stewart
(Harriman) (865) 210-7793, if no answer
leave message and he'll return call.

FOR SALE Low-rise car lift. Use floor jack to lift one end 20
inches high. Other end is fixed. 13 feet long. Red with drip pan.
$1000 delivered if you help load it. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and wide
white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab. Excellent shape
and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in Northeast Arkansas.
Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile. Approximately 450 miles. I
have 6 pictures available on my phone and can send them to you
and give you name and number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-9835515.
FOR SALE 1928 closed cab Pickup with new radiator, top,
brakes interior, alternator, and working type still mounted in bed.
Also collection of spare parts, carburetors, orig. valve stems,
hubcaps, etc. Truck $16k. Parts “make offer”
Also selling roadster and four door
phaeton museum quality great drivers. Text
(865) 640 2228 will call back
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Your ad could go here!
CONTACT THE EDITOR
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MEETING NOTICE
2020 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 671-6280

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Frank Trent

February 15, 2020

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Gary Steadman

Business meeting starts at 2:00 PM
Come early . . . Chow down and visit!
DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Bill Snyder
Ben Webber

2020 & 2021
Darrel (DD) Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the
materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house
of information and as a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions. No responsibility or liability is
assumed, expressed or implied as to the suitability,
accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using
the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein
does so at his own risk and discretion and without
recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless
otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of
the material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

Note
time
change

