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Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club Begins 59th Year

T

he Smoky Mountain Model A Club ended 2019 with our Annual Christmas Party, which included a great
catered meal and a presentation by noted newspaper columnist and author, Sam Venable. If you are not
from around here and missed Sam’s presentation, you will have to learn “yore dickshun” somewhere else.
Our annual Christmas gathering, has become somewhat of a club tradition, ending the current Model A year and
setting our sights on another exciting year of Model A-related tours, events, fun, service, and general overall
friendship.
The SMMAC was chartered in 1961 by a group of East Tennessee Model A Ford lovers who met in the
Knoxville area to form a more official organization to promote the preservation and enjoyment of Henry Ford’s
“new’ Model A produced from 1928 through 1931.
Henry’s first real “production” car was the 1903 Model A, followed by a series of “letter-identified” cars leading
up to the famous Model T, which he produced from 1908 through 1927, selling over 15 million cars.
Ford ended production of the Model T, somewhat of a transition from horse-and-buggy to modern automobile, in
1927, with the introduction of the new Model A, which he described in a secretive telegram to dealers on May 26,
1927, as an “...entirely new Ford car… (with) superior design and performance to any now in (the) low price
light car field.”
(59 YEARS Continued on page 2)

Presidents Column–Driving "Ms Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

H

appy New Year to all the Smoky Mountain Model A members. Unfortunately
for me, it hasn’t started off well. Just before the New Year, I was trying to clear
one of the streams to a double waterfall in our Koi pond. While getting up on the rock
bridge over the stream, I slipped into the shallow part of the feeder pond and when I stood
up my feet went out from under me and I body slammed myself (ala Hulk Hogan) on my
back on the rock wall. The result of all that was a horizontal fracture to my 8th thoracic vertebra (the center of my
back) and three days in the hospital. Fortunately I didn’t have any nerve damage to my spinal cord. I’m now on the
injured reserve list and wearing a big klunky brace. All in all I’m doing much better, and going crazy not being able to
do anything. Doctors make terrible patients!!
We had a great Christmas party and had about 60 people attend. The food was wonderful and was supplied by Take
Out Thyme. Thank you to Vicki Schwerdt for arranging that, plus thanks to Linda Varady and Lin Helsel for getting
things organized and setting up the church hall. Thanks to those who helped them and those who helped with the clean
up. We sure did generate the garbage to take out. We even had some left overs to share.
(PRESIDENT’S COLUMN Continued on page 3)
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Plan to come to the January meeting and make your suggestions for tours and events you would like to see planned
for 2020.
Preliminary plans are being made for the annual vehicle readiness seminar at Vic Varady’s garage.
This is a very popular early spring meeting that is well-attended by members, new and old, who wish to get their
Model A’s out to assess their road worthiness and address any minor maintenance/service issues.
Vic does a great job of planning and organizing this event and generously donates use of his garage and
equipment. He works hard to ensure that people knowledgeable in the peculiarities of the Model A are present to lend
their expertise and assistance in getting your Model A ready for trouble-free touring in the upcoming season. This event
contributes greatly to the high percentage of well running, trouble-free cars that make participation in this club so
satisfying.
Linda Varady traditionally heads up the preparation of lunch and snacks with help from club volunteers who are
less inclined to the mechanical aspects of Model A’ing! Please check with her to find out how you can help make this
event a continuing success in every way.
Ken Lund has already reserved the picnic shelter at The Cove at Concord Park for our annual picnic. He has the
shelter reserved for Saturday, June 20th from 10:00 am until 3:00 pm. Thanks to Ken for taking care of this timely task,
as this location is very popular and is booked up early every year. The annual picnic has been one of the more popular
events in our Model A year.
The earlier in the year that we can complete our tours and events calendar, the more time we have to plan and
schedule. Please plan to attend the January meeting and make your wishes known. Also, contact club Tour Director,
Steve Wickizer, or any of the club officers/directors with your suggestions.

Bring on Your Tours and Events Suggestions for 2020!
by Steve Wickizer, Tour Director

T

here are different tours we could plan: text blast day before or day of, week or month before event, and/or annual
events. Some would require a chairman or event coordinator, i.e., Annual Picnic, Holiday Party, Veterans Parade,etc.
Range, weather, and participation are the factors that help or limit the activity.
I would ask each member to made suggestions anytime during the year for potential events via text, email, notes at meetings or
mail them to me for inclusion and discussion. The information should include who is submitting, event time, place, contact, and
any other helpful data.
I would like to suggest the following possible 2020 trip/tours for your consideration:
•

Tennessee Aviation Museum, Sevierville, Tennessee

•

Members garage tour

•

Oak ridge history museum

•

Local cruise-in’s and car shows

•

Fountain City day in the park Memorial Day.

•

Other parades Memorial Day, 4th July...

•

Smokies Baseball game

•

Joint events with other car groups and/or with potential swap meet

•

Chapter swap or garage sale or flea market open to any other group
(2020 TOURS Continued on page 8)
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Thanks to Bill Snyder, we were entertained by Sam Venable who had us all laughing out loud. I hope everybody
else had as great a time as Lin and I had.
The November election for new board members wound up in a three-way tie for two of the three board positions.
We had a runoff vote at the December event and the results were that Bill Gunnell and Ken Lund will be serving the
club with Jimmy (DD) Davis for 2020 and 2021. The Vice President is Frank Trent and the Treasurer is again Gary
Steadman, who had a hard time enjoying the party with collecting dues and verifying that all the attendees were
accounted for and refunds for some were completed. Carol Baxter and Linda Varady will again share the Secretarial
position. Charlie Currier, Ken Lund and Ben Webber will be serving the last of their two-year term in 2020. John
Baxter will continue as our Editor Extraordinaire for the Rumble Seat Reviewer. Steve Wickizer will continue with the
tour directorship, but can use all our help, especially since he will be out of pocket in “Flor e Dah” till the spring time.
I know it’s early, but please consider running this fall for an office and bring new ideas and life into our club.
As we begin the year, thanks to all who participated and helped plan and carry out our events this past year,
especially Linda and Vic Varady who hosted two big events! They have volunteered to do the Reliability and Safety
Check in the spring again this year. . . Date to be determined. Please consider setting up an event for the club. There
are plenty of people who will help you. Also consider volunteering to help those who are hosting an event.
Our thanks to Ken Lund who has already reserved the pavilion at the Cove in Concord Park for our annual picnic on
June 20th, so mark your calendars for that event.
Let’s make this a great year for our Model A Club. Bring your ideas for tours and events to the January meeting so
we can get a jump start on 2020 our 59th year as a MARC/MAFCA club.
Our next meeting: Shoney’s (4032 North Broadway) Jan 18th

Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..
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Club News

December 2019 Meeting Minutes
by Carol Baxter

P

resident Bob Helsel called the meeting to order at 1:15 pm. He first announced
it was Randy Schwerdt’s birthday. He thanked Vicki Schwerdt, Lin Helsel and
Linda Varady for arranging the delicious dinner from Take Out Thyme.
He then said the meeting portion would be short because we had a special speaker.
Ballots were handed out to resolve the tie from the November election and elect the
remaining board members – winners to be announced at the January meeting.
Bill Snyder introduced our speaker, Sam Venable, author and writer for the
Knoxville News Sentinel. Sam regaled us with Christmas stories especially related to East
Tennessee, complete with interpretation cards for the “halfbacks” among the crowd. Bill
explained that halfbacks were “Northerners” who made a trip to Florida and ended up
staying in Tennessee halfway back!
Everyone seemed to have a good relaxing time. It was a pleasant way to start off the
holidays.
The meeting was adjourned.

IF YOUR 2020 DUES ARE
NOT PAID BY THE END OF
THIS MONTH. . .

This will be your
LAST
copy of the newsletter
until your dues are paid.
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Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 906315515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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•

Bush Bean Factory, Madisonville “A and W Drive-in” tour and eat

•

Cade’s Cove, Missing Link, Foothills Parkway, Blue Ridge Parkway, Tellico Plains.

•

Maybe just local drive and dine meet, i.e. “S and S” cafe

•

Biltmore Estates and meet Asheville Chapter

•

James White Fort or trolley tour of Knoxville

•

Tullahoma Tennessee Beech Aircraft museum

•

Chilhowee Glider Port tour, eat and rides

•

Outdoor concerts

•

House Mountain State Park or other park day or overnight trips

•

Market Square events, Knoxville

•

U. S. Veterans Memorial Museum in Huntsville Alabama

•

Dogwood Trails

• Tennessee Whisky Trail
These are suggestions please add more for fun and pleasure as our Model A’s want and need to get out and play also!
Known events Rugby tour, Veterans parade, Holiday party, annual picnic, safety and reliability day, continue assisted living
“Show and Tell.” when asked.
We live in a wonderful area full of natural and man made sites.
I need your help in exploring these areas and cultures. Please submit ideas and information on what you know and what you
would like to participate in helping others in the club to enjoy.
Stephen Wickizer 423 883-3283
Stephenwickizer@gmail.com
7008 Yorkshire Dr
Knoxville, TN 37909
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•

•
•
•
•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31 Fordor /
Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 17"
Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17" Kelsey Hayes
wheel $100.00. Car dollies (8), 2 to a set at $40.00
per set. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938-0204 or (865)
-643-0924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.

•

FOR SALE 16 ft x 8.5 ft trailer Like new ,low
miles, with V nose and load leveling system.
Perfect for model A .
Always kept under cover $4,250 Text (865) 640
2228 will call back

•

OR SALE 16” brass locomotive bell taken
from Burlington RR steam switcher in 1955, and
old switch lamp mounted on roller dolly $1,500
Text (865) 640 2228 will call back
Also selling roadster and four door phaeton
museum quality great drivers.

For Sale: 1930 Model ‘A’ gas tank (oval speedometer style). Pinhole leak, new black paint. $300. Contact Bert Anderson (865) 3227474.
FOR SALE Low-rise car lift. Use floor jack to lift one end 20
inches high. Other end is fixed. 13 feet long. Red with drip pan.
$1000 delivered if you help load it. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and wide
white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab. Excellent shape
and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in Northeast Arkansas.
Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile. Approximately 450 miles. I
have 6 pictures available on my phone and can send them to you
and give you name and number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-9835515.

•

FOR SALE 1929 Sport Coupe Has 12V system, no overdrive,
fiberglass fenders. Gas tank "boiled" out and coated Turn signals,
two tail lights. Not run much lately (due to
medical issues) but does run
good. $15,000 Contact Earl Stewart
(Harriman) (865) 210-7793, if no answer
leave message and he'll return call.

FOR SALE 1928 closed cab Pickup with
new radiator, top, brakes interior,
alternator, and working type still mounted
in bed.
Also collection of spare parts, carburetors,
orig. valve stems, hubcaps, etc.
Truck $16k. Parts “make offer”
Text (865) 640 2228 will call back
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MEETING NOTICE
2020 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 671-6280

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Frank Trent

January 18, 2020

Secretary:

Linda Varady
Carol Baxter
John Baxter

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Gary Steadman

Business meeting starts about 6:30 PM
Come early . . . Chow down and visit!

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Bill Snyder
Ben Webber

2020 & 2021
Darrel (DD) Davis
Bill Gunnell
Ken Lund

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, presents the
materials and ideas herein only as a clearing house
of information and as a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions. No responsibility or liability is
assumed, expressed or implied as to the suitability,
accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using
the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein
does so at his own risk and discretion and without
recourse against anyone. Any materials published
herein may be reprinted without permission, unless
otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of
the material and “The Rumble Seat Reviewer.”

