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Presidents Column–Driving "Ole Blackie"
By Bob Helsel

I

thought I just did this column, but that was out in Utah! Here it is
November! We’re back on standard time and it’s getting dark early and finally some cooler weather.

This month we’ve more sadness to report… Two of our members passed away recently and we, as a Model A
family reach out to Tom Christman, who lost his wife, Janice and to Bill Matlock whose wife, Nancy, went to her
eternal reward on Wednesday, October 30th.

I was glad to see many of our members at Mynatt’s paying their respects and giving their support to Bill and family.
Daisy (my ’29 Business Coupe) took me to the funeral service and burial on Sunday, November 3rd. John and Carolyn
Milligan were there in their nice ‘30 Tudor. Several other members came but weren’t able to drive their Model A’s.
We will be having our meeting this month for electing our new officers. Along those lines, Bill Snyder has asked to
switch places, for medical and other reasons, with a Board member (Frank Trent) who will fill in as Vice President.
Frank will mostly likely be our 2020 Vice President as he is running unopposed. This seems to be logical and good
common sense.
Our Christmas party is coming up soon and we are having it catered this year by Take Out Thyme. (Thanks Vicki
Schwerdt and Lin Helsel for coordinating this) There will be a charge of $25 per member and spouse or significant
other. If you attend the event your $25 will be applied to your dues for the coming year. If you don’t show, you will
forfeit your deposit. There will be an additional $15/person charge for more than two people. Reservations must be
paid for by December 6th.
We will not have a “Dirty Santa” this year. Instead, we will be entertained by Sam Venable after the meal. Thanks
to Bill Snyder for kindly arranging this for us.
As we approach the end of the year, thanks to all who have participated and helped plan and carry out our events
this past eleven months and made this a great Model A Club. Bring your ideas for tours and events to the November
meeting so we can get a jump start on 2020, our 59th year as a MARC/MAFCA club.
PS: I need to brag on Lin! She was named the St. Mary’s Mobile Clinic Volunteer of the Year.

Our next club meeting: Saturday, November 16th at Shoney’s (4032 North Broadway)
Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A.

Annual Christmas Party December 21st
Come join the club for a catered meal!

Fountain City Presbyterian Church fellowship hall.
The fun begins at 1:00 o’clock PM
After dinner entertainment will be provided by renowned outdoorsman, author, Knoxville News
Sentinel columnist, comedian, sage, and all around good guy,

Sam Venable.

Make your Reservations Soon


There will be a charge of $25 per
member and spouse or significant
other.



If you attend the event your $25 will be
applied to your dues for the coming
year.



If you don’t show, you will forfeit your
deposit.



There will be an additional $15/person
charge for more than two people.



Reservations must be paid for by
December 6th. Bring to the November
meeting or mail to Gary Steadman,
1209 Dreamview Lane, Knoxville, TN
37922.
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October Meeting Minutes
by Carol Baxter

The meeting was called to order by President Robert Helsel at 6:29 pm.
Guests:
President Helsel welcomed as guests, Rita and Bob Hancock, who joined the club tonight.
President Helsel welcomed back Barbara and Cruz Mabry and Jim Wolfe.
There was a long Sunshine report: Judy Sexton is recovering well from her recent surgery and Jimmy reports that
he has good and bad days. Bert Anderson has improved to the point that he was able to participate in the Parrottsville
trip. Dennis Havner continues to improve from his stroke. Lee Ruble has been diagnosed with leukemia. Condolences
were expressed to Tom Christman on the death of his wife, Janice. Bill Gray has had a pacemaker placed. John Pace
had surgery and his wife Debbie had a hip replaced. All are in our thoughts and prayers.
There were no corrections to the July minutes.
The treasurer’s report was approved as read.
Old Business:
The Helsel’s car (with the quail radiator cap) was used for a photo shoot for the National Bobwhite Conservation
Initiative’s annual report.
The club still needs someone to take over the club’s Facebook page.
Tours and events:
The trips to the Missing Link and to the LaPatka’s were very successful and enjoyed by all.
Gary Steadman requested pictures from the tours for the email account.
Bob Helsel reported on the Utah trip. There were approximately 350 Model A’s and 700 people attending.
The Veteran’s Day Parade will be on November 11. Meet at the Broadway Shopping Center at 9:00 am.
The Christmas party will be at the Fountain City Presbyterian Church at 1:00 pm on Saturday, December 21. The
meal will be catered. Each couple is asked to pay $25.00 to cover expenses.
John Pace is planning a swap meet at his shop in the spring. Details will follow as they are developed.
Please give the nominating committee names for President and Vice-President as soon as possible. The new
officers will be selected at the November meeting.
Vic Varady announced that MARC is holding a raffle on November 16. Tickets are $25.00. A trip for two will be
awarded to Jay Leno’s car museum.
Show and Tell: Bob Helsel brought an over-torqued, fractured bolt for show.
The next meeting will be November 16 at Shoney’s.
The meeting was adjourned.

The Rumble Seat Reviewer November 2019

Page 3

MAFCA and the Canyon Lands Tour
by Bob Helsel

O

n Wednesday October 2nd, Lin and I met Randy and Vicki
Schwerdt out at Love’s Travel Stop on I-40 and Hwy321 to
start our long-awaited journey to Kanab, Utah and the Canyon Lands
tour. Trailering to an event was a first for Lin and I as we have usually
always driven the Model A. Because of the distance and time
involved, we all opted to trailer the 2,000 miles one way. Our first stop
was Conway, Arkansas, just beyond Little Rock. Day one went well
without any snags other than traffic in Nashville. We arrived well
before dark and got the trailers with their A’s tucked away for the
night.

Loaded up and rollin’

Day two took us through Oklahoma City and on to “Amarillo by Morning” (George Strait). Actually, we made it that
night and got settled in for pizza and rest for the next leg. On day three we went through Albuquerque, New Mexico and
on to Flagstaff, Arizona. By this time we had lost the green of trees and fields and saw lots of miles and miles of miles
and miles; that’s the prairie and desert of the Southwest and West. Flagstaff is at 7000’ elevation (Denver is 5000’) and
is noted for the mountain range of San Francisco Peaks. We saw the peaks ahead of us when we were still 75-100 miles
away. How’s that for visibility? Our Ford 150’s pulled the hills and then the mountains without any strain.
Day four started in Flagstaff with a side trip to Walnut Canyon National Park. Here we saw the remnants of the early
cliff dwellers from thousands of years past. We hiked the trails of the
canyon’s isolated island and saw the primitive homes that were
inhabited at different times; the sunny side in the winters and the
shady side in the summers. There’s a large Meteor Crater nearby, but
we had no time left to visit. Following the Walnut Canyon hike, we
headed north in Arizona towards Utah. We crossed over the Glenn
Canyon Dam at Lake Powell (above the Grand Canyon) into Utah.
Our route took us along the southern edge of Utah and to our tour
destination city, Kanab, Utah, on Saturday afternoon.
Cliff dwelling

We arrived at the Comfort Suites in Kanab and we saw lots of Model A’s already there and touring about. The
actual scheduled arrival was Sunday, but you know how Model A’ers are; “the earlier the better.” All told, there were
353 registrations and 706 members, and an estimated 300-plus Model A’s. The tour organization was amazing and
efficient. Randy and I took the trailers with A’s out to the prearranged trailer parking area where we unloaded. There
were about 30 rigs already parked, and over the next day the number would swell to about 170 trailers. Back at the HQ’s
hotel, where we were staying, more and more folks were arriving. Many folks came in their Model A’s from the
surrounding states. That evening we explored the quaint small town and tried out the food, which turned out great. The
restaurant we chose was actually supplying our tour’s welcome dinner, a mid-week lunch, and the final banquet. They
were outstanding and had been in Kanab for many, many years .
Sunday we were up early and went to Mass at the local Catholic Church. It was only several blocks away so we
walked but were amazed at the number of A’s that were parked in the lot for the
service. The pastor recognized our group and gave us all St. Christopher medals
(for safe travels) when we left. There were welcoming and friendly people there
and in all of Kanab. Everywhere we went the A’s were garnering lots of attention.
(CANYON TOUR Continued on page 5)
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(CANYON TOUR Continued from page 4)

After breakfast, an impromptu tour of about 20-25 cars went to the Coral Pink Dunes State Park. There were huge
“pink” sand dunes that people explored on foot, ran R/C cars and
sand surfed. Randy and Vicki went on to visit Pipe Spring National
Monument on the Kaibab Indian Reservation. Lin and I went back to
check out “Dogtown USA” a no-kill animal shelter/sanctuary known
as “Best Friends” [https://bestfriends.org]. What a great place and
tour. There were lots of Model A’s in the parking lot there too!
The Sunday welcome party was outside in a local park and that
restaurant served about 700 of us in about 30 minutes. The usual
admin details were discussed and awards given for the longest
distance in stock Model A (two from West Virginia 2,200 miles) and
the oldest driver, a fellow in his 90’s….. There is hope for us after all!

Bryce National Park

The next four days were for visiting major national parks in the area. We went to the North Rim of the Grand
Canyon on Monday, Bryce National Park on Tuesday and Zion National Park on Thursday. Wednesday was a free day
to do as we wished. I’ll try to do some follow-up stories about our national park visits in subsequent newsletters so as
to not make this too much longer.
Thursday evening was the farewell banquet and
was again handled in a very professional style. New
acquaintances were made and old friendships
renewed as we anticipated an early Friday morning
departure.
With the trailers reloaded and vehicles packed we
headed out for Sedona, Arizona, beyond Flagstaff.
We again crossed the Glenn Canyon Dam, but
stopped to visit. We took photos of the vistas and
watched a film of its construction. We made it into
the Sedona area just in time for the late Friday
afternoon traffic jams. We kept on “trucking” as it
Standing on the Corner in Winslow Arizona
was getting late, but we made it to Winslow, Arizona.
Saturday morning we were “Standing on the Corner in Winslow Arizona” (The Eagles) and took the classic photos with
the Eagles Statues before heading on to the Painted Desert and Petrified Forest National Parks. We saw some amazing
scenery and national parks over these few days, but were ready to press on toward ‘them hills’ of Tennessee. These last
two parks were great to see, but it put us back into Amarillo late.

(CANYON TOUR Continued on page 8)
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Club News

T

he November meeting is important because we will be electing officers for the upcoming club year.

As you know, the President, Vice-president, Secretary, and Treasurer are elected for one-year
terms; and the board of directors (6 members) are elected on a two-year basis with the terms of 3 directors
expiring each year.

President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

*Board of Directors

Bob Helsel

Frank Trent

Varady/Baxter

Gary Steadman

Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Vic Varady
Darrell Davis
Bill Gunnell
*[Vote for 3]

Please come to the meeting and be prepared to vote on these important positions.

Bob & Rita Hancock
7240 Bell Road
Knoxville, TN 37918
(865) 922-3104
(865) 228-0192
Please add these new members to
your Directory and make them welcome
to the club.
•If you know of other additions or corrections

that need to be made, please contact the
editor.
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Check Your Antifreeze
by Vic Varady

I

recently read an article in the Model A Times, Volume 15-Issue 3, about which antifreeze to use and which to avoid in our
Model A's.

There are many brands of anti-freeze on the market and not all of them are suitable for older cars with copper radiator solder
joints. The ones to use should say “Safe for use in older cars”. They use an old fashioned IAT (Inorganic Additive Technology)
additive. The newer anti-freeze uses OAT, H-OAT, or N-OAT (organic acid technology).
Brands to Use:
Peak, Peak's HD product Sierra & Zerex Original Green in the white container.
Brands to Avoid:
All Prestone products, Zerex G05 in the gold container, anything that says “Extended Life”
If you are not sure what you have, drain it and safely dispose of it. Do not leave an open container around where your cat or
dog can get it. It will attract and kill them. After you drain the system, flush it thoroughly and fill it with 50 percent IAT
antifreeze.
I will be checking all of my fleet and probably drain and flush all of them.

Join and support these organizations

The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28
Peotone, IL 60468-0028
Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 90631-5515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,
10am to 4pm, Pacific Time

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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(CANYON TOUR Continued from page 5)

Grand Canyon North Rim

We got another early start leaving Amarillo for Conway, Arkansas. Monday we headed from Conway to Knoxville
and Loudon on the final leg. We stopped in Jackson, Tennessee for lunch and afterward got separated due to some
traffic flow issues. About 30 miles out of Jackson my right rear U-Haul trailer tire blew while I was in the left lane on I40E. I thought I was riding on the rumble strip, but knew that wasn’t possible given where I was. We got well off onto
the shoulder and called U-Haul who were fantastic to deal with. They had us back on the road in about 90 minutes with
a new tire and all other tires checked out. Randy and Vicki wanted to come back and stay with
us, which was so thoughtful, but they needed to press on and get home … we were in good
hands. The U-Haul Lady (Susan) even called us after we were back on the road to make sure
everything was good and we were OK. Thank goodness for cell phones.

Toe-in setting for canyon touring

We finally made it home about nine that night having had the most exciting and memorable 10 days that I can
remember. It’s not the destination it’s the adventure!!

Year 2020 dues should be paid by the end of the year.
Only $25 for a year of fun and adventure in your Model A!
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•

•
•
•
•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31 Fordor /
Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 17"
Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17" Kelsey Hayes
wheel $100.00. Car dollies (8), 2 to a set at $40.00
per set. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938-0204 or (865)
-643-0924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.

•

•
•

FOR SALE 16 ft x 8.5 ft trailer Like new ,low
miles, with V nose and load leveling system.
Perfect for model A .
Always kept under cover $4,250 Text (865) 640
2228 will call back
FOR SALE 16” brass locomotive bell taken from
Burlington RR steam switcher in 1955, and old
switch lamp mounted on roller dolly $1,500 Text
(865) 640 2228 will call back
Also selling roadster and four door phaeton
museum quality great drivers.

For Sale: 1930 Model ‘A’ gas tank (oval speedometer style). Pinhole leak, new black paint. $300. Contact Bert Anderson (865) 3227474.
FOR SALE Low-rise car lift. Use floor jack to lift one end 20
inches high. Other end is fixed. 13 feet long. Red with drip pan.
$1000 delivered if you help load it. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and wide
white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab. Excellent shape
and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in Northeast Arkansas.
Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile. Approximately 450 miles. I
have 6 pictures available on my phone and can send them to you
and give you name and number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-9835515.
FOR SALE 1928 closed cab Pickup with
new radiator, top, brakes interior,
alternator, and working type still mounted
in bed.
Also collection of spare parts, carburetors,
orig. valve stems, hubcaps, etc.
Truck $16k. Parts “make offer”
Text (865) 640 2228 will call back
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MEETING NOTICE
2019 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 671-6280

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

November 16th, 2019

Gary Steadman

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville
Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm
Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

Secretary:
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

DISCLAIMER
The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

