Visit our website at
www.smokymountainmodela.com
Check out our new Facebook page
Smoky Mountain Model A Club

October 2019
See page 2 for Maynardville trip report.
See page 3 for the President’s column

Fall Tours Bring Out the Best

More pictures on page 4

See Steve’s report on page 2

Maynardville photos by S. Wickizer

Wilson Park Car Show in Maynardville, Tennessee

T

he morning started nice and cool – a very rare event for the last three months.

Four Model A’s and a 1937 Chevy gathered at the Tractor Supply in Halls, Tennessee to begin the
journey on TN 33 to Maynardville. Along the route two more Model A's joined the caravan.
Darryl, or DD, was kind enough to pull his trailer behind his stunning new blue Model A truck so we had a
nice 10 x 10 tent for shade.
During the event seven more Model A's joined the group. We had a variety of what I would describe as the
best "Good, Bad and Ugly" Model A's one could find at a car show.
The festival included multiple bands along with food and arts/crafts vendors. There was a total of about 100
booths. The weather was delightful, and everywhere there were Model A discussions.

George (Richard) Lett showed that a Model A can run quite nicely on just one cylinder. It was quite a show
stopper!
I hope to see others at the Brushy Mountain prison event next week, if the weather holds.
Yours truly,
Steve Wickizer
Cub Reporter

2019
COMING EVENTS
THE FOLLOWING ARE TENTATIVE EVENTS FOR 2019

November Events
•

Monday November 11th Ninety-fourth Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville.

NOTE: Date
change from previous
report.

December Events
•

Annual Christmas Party
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NOTE: Date and place to be determined soon.
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Presidents Column–Driving "Ole Blackie"
By Bob Helsel

T

his column is coming to you from Utah. Yes, we made it 1,853 miles from Knoxville. We made stops in Little
Rock, Arizona; Amarillo, Texas; and Flagstaff, Arizona before landing here in Kanab, Utah. . . . More about
this to follow.

I would first like to thank Larry and Betty LaPatka for hosting the Smoky Mountain Model A Club at their home in
Parrottsville. If you weren’t there, you missed a great time. What beautiful and rare brass-era Model T trucks he’s
restored. We even had Bert Anderson and Andy Ricker join up with us in Dandridge. We had great weather, albeit
somewhat hot. Again, a big thank you to Larry & Betty for their much-appreciated effort for our club.
The Parrottsville trip pre-empted our September meeting, so the October one is important to attend to finalize the
slate of nominees for next year’s officers. Please step up and be willing to serve to keep our 58-year-old club thriving
into our 59th year. You can also get other members to join you. The club can’t run on autopilot and survive. The
nominating committee comprises Charlie Currier, Frank Trent and Ben Webber. Help them out to come up with a great
slate.
As a result of being on the road and lots of commitments, this column is truncated and piecemeal. We are scheduled
to drive to the North Rim of the Grand Canyon this morning, which is the lesser side visited of this natural wonder.
Hopefully we’ll have some good pictures to show you all when we get back.

I was not able to send in my column earlier because the Kanab internet and the hotel’s Wi-Fi were shut down. Well
it’s now two days later, and we have connection to the outside world, so I’ll add a few more thoughts. Our trip to the
North Rim of the Grand Canyon was spectacular, including the 200-mile round trip with lots of long hill climbs to 8,300
-ft. elevation (1,500-ft. higher than the more-often-seen South Rim). Because of the elevation here, the regular gas is
only 85 octane. However, our cars did fine and coming down was exciting and challenging. Views were amazing
vistas and pictures cannot do them justice, but they suffice much more than words. We will share them with you on
return. Tuesday we visited Bryce National Park which is even higher at 9,115-ft.. This is where the unique tall
structures called hoodoos (I thought that was a rock band) are found; the most famous of which is Thor’s Hammer.
Today Lin and I toured Dog Town USA (where a TV series about dog rescue was filmed and aired). We saw the
amazing work they’ve done, and continue to do. Tomorrow we go to Zion National Park, so more will follow about this
when we get back.
I’m looking forward to another Veterans’ Day Parade on Monday the 11th (not Friday as previously thought) at the
usual location on Gay Street.

Our next club meeting at Shoney’s will be Oct 19th at Shoney’s (4032 North Broadway)
Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A.
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The trip begins at the Comcast parking lot on Asheville Highway. Steve ensures that everyone has a clean windshield.

Many thanks to our gracious hosts, Betty
and Larry LaPatka for providing an excellent
lunch and tour of their collections and the
beautiful surrounding areas..
We all had a great time !!

Everyone arrives safely after a beautiful drive!
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Welcome to Parrottsville
Home of Betty’s Neon Signs
Larry’s Brass-era “T” Trucks
&
World Famous Hot Dogs

Mmmm . . .
World famous!!
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Club News

T

he October meeting is important because we will begin the process of electing officers for the
upcoming club year.

As you know, the President, Vice-president, Secretary, and Treasurer are elected for one-year terms; and
the board of directors (6 members) are elected on a two-year basis with the terms of 3 directors expiring
each year.
Nominations for Officers and Board Members will be taken at the October meeting.
Please come to the meeting and be prepared to volunteer for one of these positions or to nominate a
candidate of your choice.
The list of nominees will be published in the November issue of the Rumbleseat Reviewer and the
election will be held at the November meeting.

I

f you would like to serve in one of the very important leadership positions in the
Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club, please contact one of the present board
members or officers to volunteer your service.

2019/2020 Directors Charlie Currier, Frank Trent, and Ben Webber have been
appointed to serve as a search committee for year 2020 officers and years 2020/2021
Directors nominees. Please contact one of them and VOLUNTEER!
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From the Archives

H

ere’s another “Golden Oldie” from the technical archives of your Rumble Seat Reviewer. This excellent ‘how-to’
article by the illustrious Bob Wyrick should help anyone who is restoring their original Model A steering wheel. Bob
has a number of his restored steering wheels hanging on his shop wall.

Steering Wheel Repair
by Robert K. (Bob) Wyrick

M

y latest venture into Model A restorations involved restoring a
torn and tattered A steering wheel. This came about when I
came into possession of a 1930 Tudor with a seven-tooth steering box. It
had a 1930-style wheel with a splined hub to accommodate the seventooth box. Needless to say, finding a good one would be practically
impossible so repairing the existing one was the only practical solution.

Typical primitive artwork

After extensive search of the available literature I could only come
up with one article on the subject. But my friend, John Baxter, came to my
rescue with a book1 written by a professional steering wheel restorer. This
helped me to find the right materials and techniques to do a credible restoration job.
After the first wheel was completed it turned out so well I did four more for an encore. It was then I decided to write on the
subject. John has said, “Don’t tell me how to do it if you ain’t done it.” So, five wheels don’t make an expert, but at least it should
lend some credibility to the subject.
Here are a few things I learned along
Typical areas for cracks
the way.
The Model A wheel is made of a
hard rubber-like material which
tends to crack over the years. Also,
you may find cuts and carvings
made by less than stellar artists of
the past. Some of the finer cracks
will have to be opened with a
Dremel® tool to accommodate enough epoxy to hold properly. There may also be a buildup of dirt and dried material on the back
of the rim which will have to be removed by sanding or with a fine-tooth rasp.
Lightly sand the entire wheel with a medium grade of sandpaper to remove the buildup of surface dirt. Clean the cracks
enabling the epoxy to properly adhere. Next clean the grooves in the outer wheel rim with a screwdriver tip or better yet, make a
tool to re-cut or sharpen the grooves.
The next step is to fill the cracks with epoxy. Here is where I relied on the expert who used an old product PC-7 which is a
two-part paste mix that gives you at least an hour setup time. I had some difficulty finding this product, but eventually found it at
Downtown Hardware in Oak Ridge. I learned it dates back to 1954 and they have carried it since 1957.
Make sure the cracks are clean and deep enough to properly bond even if you have to cut to the metal core. Use a squeegee or
dampen your hands with lacquer thinner and press in the epoxy leaving it high enough on the surface to be worked down properly.
(STEERING WHEEL Continued on page 8)
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(STEERING WHEEL Continued from page 7)

Let the epoxy cure for three or four hours then work it into shape. I found a small rasp to be the most important tool for shaping
the basic outline of the wheel. The next day will find the epoxy hard enough for sanding and the final working before painting. Don’t
shortcut the process for, like all painting, proper preparation is ninety percent of a good job.
I decided to paint the entire wheel since several attempts at color mixing the epoxy proved futile. While others have used
lacquer, I decided to go with epoxy primer and urethane paint for durability. My friend, Jim Valentine, helped with this process and
was able to mix the paint to a dull black finish almost exactly like the original wheel.
Restoring a steering wheel is not all that difficult, but it is painstaking and above all dirty. The black dust from sanding can be
a mess, so dress accordingly.
TOOLS
Small rasp with both medium and coarse teeth, flat on one side, rounded on the other.
Screwdriver or grooving tool.
Dremel tool with straight grinding shaft.
Small squeegee.
Foam sanding blocks, medium and fine grit.
Sand paper, medium and fine.
Steel wool, fine.
PRIMER AND PAINT:
Epoxy primer.
Sherwin Williams (polain) urethane paint premix flat black 1 part; catalyst 1 part; flattener ¼ part; thinner ¼ part.
Epoxy Mix PC-7 by Protective Coating Co. of Allentown, PA.
REFERENCES:
1.“Steering Wheel Restoration Handbook,” from Antiques and Milestone, 4th Edition, 1992 by Jack Turpin, Q#6 Box 6053 Mountain
Meadows Drive, Cleveland, GA, 30525.
2.“Patching Up that Cracked and Damaged Model A Steering Wheel,” by Norman Rowe, “How to Restore Your Model A”, Vol. 8,
pg. 44.

Year 2020 dues should be paid by the end of the year.
Only $25 for a year of fun and adventure in your Model A!
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•

•
•
•
•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31 Fordor /
Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 17"
Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17" Kelsey Hayes
wheel $100.00. Car dollies (8), 2 to a set at $40.00
per set. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938-0204 or (865)
-643-0924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.

•

•
•

FOR SALE 16 ft x 8.5 ft trailer Like new ,low
miles, with V nose and load leveling system.
Perfect for model A .
Always kept under cover $4,250 Text (865) 640
2228 will call back
FOR SALE 16” brass locomotive bell taken from
Burlington RR steam switcher in 1955, and old
switch lamp mounted on roller dolly $1,500 Text
(865) 640 2228 will call back
Also selling roadster and two door phaeton
museum quality great drivers.

For Sale: 1930 Model ‘A’ gas tank (oval speedometer style). Pinhole leak, new black paint. $300. Contact Bert Anderson (865) 3227474.
FOR SALE Low-rise car lift. Use floor jack to lift one end 20
inches high. Other end is fixed. 13 feet long. Red with drip pan.
$1000 delivered if you help load it. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and wide
white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab. Excellent shape
and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in Northeast Arkansas.
Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile. Approximately 450 miles. I
have 6 pictures available on my phone and can send them to you
and give you name and number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-9835515.
FOR SALE 1928 closed cab Pickup with
new radiator, top, brakes interior,
alternator, and working type still mounted
in bed.
Also collection of spare parts, carburetors,
orig. valve stems, hubcaps, etc.
Truck $16k. Parts “make offer”
Text (865) 640 2228 will call back
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MEETING NOTICE
2019 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 671-6280

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

October 19th, 2019

Gary Steadman

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville
Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm
Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

Secretary:
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

DISCLAIMER
The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

