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September 2019
See Page 6 “Club News” for information about upcoming important Club elections.

Missing Link Tour and Picnic in the Park
by Linda Varady

T

he morning of August 17th
was promising for the
Missing Link tour and picnic. The
group met at Big Lots in Alcoa. Fifteen
Model A's and two modern cars started
the tour lead by Vic Varady. The
procession stopped at our house to pick
up additional ice. He lost the whole
group in the first mile before they got to
the Parkway. Luckily he was able to
round up all the lost cars and proceed.
They traveled up the Parkway stopping a few times to admire the great views before heading into the park
for the picnic.
(Missing Link Continued on page 3)

Presidents Column–Driving "Ole Blackie"
By Bob Helsel

B

oy I’m over all this summer heat!! It’s September and it’s supposed to be cooling off and the Weather Channel says it’s
going to be in the high 90’s this coming week, which we will have survived, or not, by the time you are reading this.

Our trip to Larry and Betty Lapatka’s is not too far off. . . . September 21 st, details elsewhere in the newsletter. We only have
about six Model A’s signed up, plus a few driving “modern” cars.
Our Missing Link tour turned out to be a great event albeit hot as usual for this time of year. Vic and Linda did their usual
terrific job getting all the set up down at the Pavilion in Metcalf Bottoms. We had a great ride on the new Missing Link highway
despite some rough patches with our leader Vic getting separated from us at the very beginning. Distributor problems then cropped
up on Vic’s Tudor and that sidelined him at one of the overlooks. We’ll need to discuss our touring policies and procedures at a
future meeting to iron out a few kinks.
We didn’t have a large group so no formal meeting was held at the picnic and the September meeting is canceled because of the
Parrottsville tour. The next meeting will be on October the 19 th at Shoney’s on North Broadway.
(President’s Column Continued on page 4)

2019
COMING EVENTS

THE FOLLOWING ARE TENTATIVE EVENTS FOR 2019

September Events
•

Saturday September21st: Parrottsville Tour Larry & Betty LaPatka Picnic/Tour.

We plan to leave from the Comcast Center on Ashville Hwy and head back roads to the Newport area (about an hour-plus ride).
There’s a big Weigel's gas station near Newport with lots of pumps (and 100% gas) where we can refuel and use the facilities.

See the President’ column for more details about the planned activities.

•

October Events

•

Saturday October 5th Wilson Park Car Show in Maynardville, Tennessee. 10:00 am until 2:00 pm.

•

Saturday October 12th Brushy Mountain Prison Car Show at Petros, Tennessee. 9:00 am until 4:00 pm.
November Events

•

Friday November 8th Ninety-fourth Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville.

December Events
•

Annual Christmas Party
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(Missing Link Continued from page 1)

The tour went well except for two problems. Frank Trent had some minor problems but was able to
complete the ride with help from his fellow mechanics. No such luck for Vic. His Tudor had ignition point
trouble and he was unable to get it running again so he had to abandon it at the overlook at the top of the
Parkway and hitch a ride with Bill Gunnell.

Meanwhile at the picnic site I had finished setting up for the expected crowd of hungry drivers. Finally,
they started arriving in small groups. They told me Vic would be there soon as he had had some car trouble.
About fifteen showed up to share the picnic, Vic included, sans car.

I lit the coals and soon we were enjoying the feast of
As a “reward” for leading the tour, Vic was assigned extra
perfectly grilled hot dogs along with an abundance of sides.
KP duty when he got home.
Several of the ladies including Donna Currier, Lin Helsel, Carol
Baxter and Vicki Schwerdt did the grilling as all the men had their heads under someone’s hood. Not Vic's
hood as that was still sitting on the top of the Parkway.
Everyone ate their fill and then we attacked the watermelons. All hands pitched in to clean up the pavilion
and helped load up my car with the remains of the picnic.
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(President’s Column Continued from page 1)

With that in mind, we need a slate of officers and board members for the coming election in November. The nominees need to
be announced in the Rumble Seat Reviewer November issue and meeting. We need people to step up and serve your club as it can’t
run without effective volunteer leaders. The hours are favorable and the pay is outstanding!!
September 21st is the trip to Larry and Betty Lapatka’s in Parrottsville, Tennessee. We plan to leave from the Comcast Center
on Ashville Hwy and head back roads to the Newport area (about an hour-plus ride). There’s a big Weigel's gas station near
Newport with lots of pumps (and 100% gas) where we can refuel and use the facilities. We’ll visit the big barn at Larry’s and
Betty’s which is loaded with lighted neon signs and some beautiful brass-era Model T trucks. We will eat and later go on a backcountry roads cruise and wind up at the City Garage Car Museum in Greenville for a look at all of that collection.
We can go to Fatz Restaurant to eat dinner or you can wander on home on your own. The Sunday portion has been scrubbed
due lack of participation. Contact me if you have any questions.
Ole Blackie is back. Randy Schwerdt and Vic Varady went down to Newnan Georgia with Randy’s tilt trailer and picked up
that vehicle and they got to visit and talk to Robert Carden the rebuilder. I hope to drive her to Parrottsville on the 21st and I’ll tell
you more about how she drives and handles next time.
Randy & Vicki Schwerdt along with Lin & I will be heading out to Knabe Utah in early October to attend the MAFCA Canyon
Lands Tour.. Hopefully we’ll have great stories and pictures to share when we get back.

We will NOT meet at Shoney’s this month.
Our next club meeting is at Shoney’s on Oct 19th
Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A.

View from the Missing Link
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Club News

T

he October meeting is important because we will begin the process of electing officers for the
upcoming club year.

As you know, the President, Vice-president, Secretary, and Treasurer are elected for one-year terms; and
the board of directors (6 members) are elected on a two-year basis with the terms of 3 directors expiring
each year.
Nominations for Officers and Board Members will be taken at the October meeting.
Please come to this important meeting and be prepared to volunteer for one of these positions or to
nominate a candidate of your choice.
The list of nominees will be published in the November issue of the Rumbleseat Reviewer and the
election will be held at the November meeting.

I

f you would like to serve in one of the very important leadership positions in the
Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club, please contact one of the present board
members or officers to volunteer your service.

Non-out-going 2020 Directors Charlie Currier, Frank Trent, and Ben Webber have
been appointed to serve as a search committee for year 2020 officers and years 2020/2021
Directors nominees.
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From the Archives

H

ere are a couple of technical articles on some specifics of the Zenith carburetor used on our Model ‘A’s. These articles
were prepared by a couple of long-time members known for their expertise, developed by years of research, repairing,
adjusting, and just plain “tinkering,” with the Zenith carburetor as used on the Model ‘A’ Ford.
Bob Wyrick and Richard Lorenz have written many articles and presented numerous
seminars on these carburetors and are generally known as experts on the Zenith carburetor.

Chasing the Elusive Idle
By Robert (Bob) Wyrick

A

fellow Model A’er brought a Zenith carburetor for me to repair claiming it wouldn’t idle. The carburetor appeared to be
in reasonably good shape with evidence of a new rebuild kit in the not-too-distant past.

He left it for an overhaul; and the following days I did the usual bead blasting, clearing all the channels, checking for cracks in
the jets, unusual orifice sizes, painting etc. All appeared well until I ran a test on my car and, to my chagrin, it just refused to
maintain a satisfactory idle. After flow testing and resizing the idle jet there was only slight improvement. I then disassembled the
bottom section, removing the jets, idle well, GAV needle and retracing each step in the assembly—all appeared totally normal.
After another cup of coffee and some serious inspection, I realized that the idle circuit must be experiencing some obstruction.
Looking into the opening where the compensator jet screws into the bowl of the carburetor, it seemed that the idle secondary well
was blocking fuel flow from the compensator jet.
It was at this point, and with more coffee and musing, that I recalled a similar problem some 15 or 20 years ago with a similar
carburetor. I also recalled reading that a few aftermarket secondary idle wells were machined incorrectly, thus blocking the
necessary fuel flow in the idle circuit.
Tom Endy, in his writings on the Zenith carburetor, has a more complete
explanation noting that the fuel path from the GAV valve to the secondary well
depends on the individual casting design. Some castings route the fuel from the
GAV directly into the idle well, while others route the fuel directly to the cap jet.
Since this path to the secondary well can enter at different vertical heights; it is
possible for the entrance to be blocked by the brass secondary well if the relief is
misaligned for the particular casting, thus restricting fuel to the idle circuit.
It appears that the Zenith people were aware of the problem and produced a
number of secondary wells with the relief machined at different locations to correct
the problem.
I probed this particular casting with a flexible wire and found that the fuel channel went directly from the GAV to the cap jet,
thus bypassing the idle well. With this type of casting, in combination with the type of machined secondary well, fuel to the idle
circuit is restricted.
I marked the secondary well by scribing through the compensator jet hole (see arrow in Fig. at right) and, when the well was
removed and compared to the machined groove of a correctly machined well, the problem was self-evident. The compensator jet
hole did not align with the relief in the secondary well thus blocking the required fuel flow in the circuit.
Replacement with a correct secondary well resulted in a silky-smooth idle that would make fellow club member and recognized
Model A engine tuner, Richard Lett, proud.
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How The Zenith Carburetor Secondary Well Functions
By Richard Lorenz

T

his article describes how the Secondary
Well works. It is not intended to suggest
that you change your driving habits in any way. If my
explanation is clear, you will understand why your car
sometimes hesitates because of a lean fuel / air mixture.
In order to understand how the Zenith Secondary Well functions, we need to refer to a diagram of
the internals. The diagram that I chose is one made
by Russell Baetke that is shown in the October 1984
issue of Skinned Knuckles (SK). Russell forgot to
show that the inside of the Secondary Well is vented to the atmosphere, so I penciled one in and labeled it “Secondary
Well Air Vent”.
We also need to know how easily gasoline flows through the different jets. A Ford drawing shows that with a 36inch high column of water the Main Jet flows 165 cc per minute, the Cap Jet (which has the same hole size as the Main)
flows 185 cc per minute, and the Comp Jet flows only 159 cc per minute. “cc” is the abbreviation for one cubic centimeter or one milliliter.
Baetke explains in his SK article that the engine needs a richer gas-to-air mixture during acceleration (or full throttle) than during normal road driving. The Secondary Well accomplishes this in a unique manner. Gasoline is fed to the
Well by both the Comp Jet and the Gas Adjusting Valve (GAV). At the same time, when the engine is running, gasoline
is removed from the Well by the Cap Jet. This competition controls the level of gasoline in the Well.
If the outflow from the Well via the Cap Jet is greater than the inflow, the gasoline level in the Well can drop clear to
the bottom. The flow through the Cap Jet will then be a mixture of air (from the Well vent) and gasoline, resulting in a
significant slowing of fuel out of the Cap Jet. The result will be a leaning of the gas /air mixture which is the desired result. In one of Russell Baetke’s articles, he explains that the fuel mixture should be rich at idle and during acceleration,
but during normal driving at say 20 to 40 mph, the fuel mixture should be leaner in order to have the best engine performance.
This is not an April Fool’s joke. Steve Pargeter describes how the Secondary Well works on page 5 of his carburetor book. He tells about the invention of this system in 1907. All of the updraft carburetors that we use on Model As
have this Secondary Well feature including the Zenith B and the Tillotson F1b carburetors.
I had a Zenith B on my Tudor a while ago. This carburetor has a power jet that delivers extra fuel when the throttle
is opened ¾ of the way or more. This is the feature that I was most interested in, and it is what I paid most attention to.
From a dead stop the car would accelerate using a moderate gas pedal but then fade away. I then gave full throttle to
see if the power jet would work, and it did. I am now certain that the “fade” was a result of the Secondary Well doing its
job. The Tillotson F1b and the Simmons carburetors also have a power jet, so they should exhibit a similar behavior.
The timing and intensity of the “fade” will depend on how far your GAV was initially opened, and on the rate of initial
acceleration. It usually won’t take but a few seconds to use up the initial volume of gas in the Well and have the fade
begin. Most drivers do not have carburetors with a power jet, but they can compensate for at least some of the fade by
opening the GAV further.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•

•
•
•
•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31 Fordor /
Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 16" Wheels $350.00 per set;
(5) 4" by 17" Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17" Kelsey Hayes
wheel $100.00. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938-0204 or (865)-6430924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.
For Sale: 1930 Model ‘A’ gas tank (oval speedometer style). Pinhole leak, new black paint. $300. Contact Bert Anderson (865) 3227474.
FOR SALE Low-rise car lift. Use floor jack to lift one end 20
inches high. Other end is fixed. 13 feet long. Red with drip pan.
$1000 delivered if you help load it. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and wide
white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab. Excellent shape
and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in Northeast Arkansas.
Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile. Approximately 450 miles. I
have 6 pictures available on my phone and can send them to you
and give you name and number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-9835515.

RARE!. . .Ran when parked!. . .Bought NEW by original owner!
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MEETING NOTICE
2019 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 671-6280

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

October 19th, 2019

Gary Steadman

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville
Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm
Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

Secretary:
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

DISCLAIMER
The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

