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Presidents Column–Driving "Ole Blackie"
By Bob Helsel

H

ere we are in August already. . . . Wow! Where has the year gone so quickly. The
older I get the faster the time seems to fly. I guess we pick up speed when we get
on the back side of the hill. My problem is I not sure I remember the top! But it’s been, all in all, a great ride.
I’m looking forward to our August event, the Missing link drive and picnic in Metcalf Bottoms on the 17th of this
month. Details elsewhere in the news letter.
I participated in a couple of local events sponsored by the East TN Region of the AACA. Several of our members
were also in attendance. The first was Autos Through the Ages at the Great Smoky Mountain Heritage Center in
Townsend. There were several Model ‘A’ cars represented as well as an ‘AA’ firetruck that had a sign touting same day
service!!
A former member of our club was there with a nice ‘AA’ pickup truck replete with its own moonshine still in the
bed. Some of our members there were Lou Puma (Fordor), Vic Varady (Woody), Doug Terry (Vicky) and of course my
Ms. Daisy (Business Coupe). Ken Lund was there but his Phaeton is having generator issues. His Power House (P2)
generator was not putting out you might say. It is out for possible repair in Colorado. I’ve promised John Baxter that I
would do a small article about Model A generators in coming issues.
Last Saturday several of our members participated in Art Fensod’s AACA Tour and open house. We all got
together at Mickey D’s at I-75 and Rte. 72. We wandered around and eye-balled all the vintage cars. I particularly liked
a mostly all original ‘47 4dr Cadillac. There were probably 25 vehicles participating. Steve Wickizer and I linked up
with Bill Gunnell for the nice back road drive to McD’s. Vic Varady, Ken Lund and Doug Terry were there also. Art
Fensod drove his favorite old Buick and had a surrogate drive his ’30 Coupe with Ronald Reagan in the rumble seat.
The back-roads tour then commenced and covered about 40 or so miles of roads through Loudon County. I’ve
saved the route and it may make a nice fall Sunday afternoon ride.
At about the halfway point, we stopped at a member’s country cabin for water, rest and draining the holding tank.
There we met a former club member Robert Mullins (previously sold his coupe) and his recently acquired Vicky.
Randy helped him with his loose “Quail” Radiator cap.
Another fellow and his wife who are recent transplants from Massachusetts (no missing that accent) attended. He
seems like a hardcore mechanic and was driving a modified “A” pickup complete with a dump bed that he used in his
landscaping business. Hopefully both will rejoin or join us. Those business cards once again came in very handy to
give them for more information and encouragement to “come on in” our club.
We returned from the tour to Art’s home and were treated to a big fried chicken meal, lots of sides and way too
many desserts. A 3-piece band provided lots of bluegrass music for our listening when we weren’t exploring all Art’s
plentiful memorabilia and collectibles in his multiple garages. A good time was had by all. Thanks to Art for inviting
the Smoky Mountain A’s to join in the fun.
We will have a brief meeting at the picnic. We need to finalize some details and get some feedback and a head
count for September trip to Larry and Betty LaPatka's in Parrottsville, Tennessee. We plan to leave from the Comcast
Center on Ashville Hwy and head back roads to the Newport area (about an hour plus ride). There’s a big Weigel’s gas
station in Newport with lots of pumps (and 100% gas) where we can refuel and use the facilities.
(PRESIDENTS COLUMN Continued on page 9)

2019
COMING EVENTS

THE FOLLOWING ARE TENTATIVE EVENTS FOR 2019

August Events
•

Saturday August 17th Tour to “Missing Link” of Foothills Parkway and picnic in the Great Smoky Mountain
National Park at Metcalf Bottoms picnic area. See page 7 for more details.
September Events

•

Friday September 13th Morning Pointe in Powell, Tennessee to visit with the residents there including our own
Clay and Lea Reagan. Plan to at Morning Pointe at 2:00 pm and stay until around 4:00 pm. There are a number of
good eateries in the area if we want to get together for a meal after leaving Morning Pointe.

•

Saturday 21th—Sunday 22nd: Parrottsville Tour Larry & Betty LaPatka Picnic/Tour. Come to the picnic Saturday to hear
more discussion on plans for this event. Details will also be in the September issue.

•

.

•

October Events

•

Saturday October 5th Wilson Park Car Show in Maynardville, Tennessee. 10:00 am until 2:00 pm.

•

Saturday October 12th Brushy Mountain Prison Car Show at Petros, Tennessee. 9:00 am until 4:00 pm.
November Events

•

Friday November 8th 94th Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville.

December Events
•

Annual Christmas Party
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July 20th 2019 Minutes
Submitted by Carol Baxter

T

he meeting was called to order by Bob Helsel, President, at 6:30 pm.

Guest, John G. Doty spoke to the meeting about the Bob White Quail Restoration Group. The purpose
of the group is to restore wildlife landscape with the focus on the quail habitat. The organization publishes an
annual report, and John would like to use a picture of the ‘A’ Model cars which have the quail on the radiator for
the cover. The photo shoot will be near the end of August. There were several members there who wanted to
participate. More information later for the time and place will be published/announced.
The July minutes were approved as published in the newsletter.

The treasurer’s report was approved as presented.
Sunshine Report:
Dennis Havner is recuperating at home and doing well
Old Business:
The Varady’s and the Lund’s attended the picnic in Maryville for Veteran’s recognition.
Four cars were at the AACA event in Townsend on July 20.
A covered dish dinner is planned for Art Fensod’s on August 3. Ken Lund asked that anyone interested let
him know so he could give details.
New Business:

August 17 is the “Missing Link” tour, followed by a picnic at Metcalf Bottoms. The pavilion is reserved
until 3:30 pm. The club will provide hot dogs. Everyone else is asked to bring side dishes. Linda V. said to
remind people that they can play in the river if they want to.
A get together at Morning Pointe Retirement Center at Emory Road (where Clay and Lea Reagan are
residents) will be on September 13 at 2 pm to 4 pm. Possibly eating at a local spot afterward. More firm details
later.
A touring committee will visit the LaPatka’s to complete plans for the September 21th tour to their farm and
surrounding areas.
President Helsel announced that John Baxter, editor of The Rumble Seat Reviewer newsletter was recognized
with an award by MARC.
Show and Tell:
Ken Lund brought an example of a wooden postcard from WWII.
The next meeting will be August 17 at Metcalf Bottoms.
The meeting was adjourned.
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by Vic Varady

Great Smoky Mountain Heritage Center
Second Annual “Autos Through the Ages” Car Show

O

n July 20, 2019 The East Tennessee Region of
the AACA (ETR) and the Great Smoky
Mountain Heritage Center hosted the Second Annual
“Autos Through the Ages” show at the Heritage Center.
Approximately 70 show cars and related vehicles showed up
for the displays. They ranged from a 1929 Ford Fire Truck
“Same Day Response” to various 30's through '90's vehicles
and a 2018 Tesla.
The Heritage Center and the ETR provided lunch for
the exhibitors and the Heritage Center had free admission to
the museum.
Our club (SMMAC) displayed 4 Model A's, from Bob
Helsel ('29 Business Coupe), Doug Terry ('31 Vicky), Lou
Puma ('30 Briggs Sedan), my '30 Woody and Ken Lund's '93 Cadillac Allante.

SMMAC Model A’s

It was a good opportunity to see and talk to many of the people displaying their treasured vehicles, a few vintage travel trailers
and a car used in the Transformers movie. There was also a '29 AA with a “moonshine” still in the bed.
Where’s the
concession stand?

We did not take a count ourselves but the Heritage Center estimated that
between 500 and 800 visitors enjoyed looking over the vehicles and the
Heritage Center.
The Corvair Club brought several cars and the British Car Club was also
represented. There was a Volkswagen Club meeting at the hotel next
door. Everything was going well until about 2 PM when the skies
opened up. A convoy of the Model A's left when the rain let up.
The main sponsors were Jerry Hodge of Twin City Buick and Steve
West of West Chevrolet. Our members and members of the ETR were
volunteers for the setup, parking and food. We had a great day. The ETR
used the event to sign up 12 new members.

Notice the sign on the ladder rack!
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Cars, Tour, Food, and Music . . .
by Art Fensod

O

n Saturday, August 3, the East Tennessee Region
of the AACA and The Smoky Mountain Model A
Club joined together for a 48-mile scenic drive through the
back roads of Loudon and Roane counties. We met at the
McDonald's on Highway 72 in Loudon and left at
approximately 11:00.
About two-thirds of the way through the tour we stopped for refreshments and rest at Bobby Edgemon's cabin in Paint
Rock. Bobby also led the remainder of the tour past magnificent views of the many homes in the Tennessee River valley and
Kingston.
After the tour we continued to my home where my friend Cheryl set up a wonderful pot-luck feast for the approximately
68 people who attended. A 3-piece Bluegrass band headed by Bo Carey played while we ate and socialized.
Thanks to all who attended and made our day worthwhile.

Custom Model ‘A’ dump truck
Two ‘A’s and a Brand X

Debbie & Bill’s roadster
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The “Huckster" Progress Report No.2
By Randy Schwerdt

I

t’s been another year since I reported my progress on the Huckster and I can’t believe how little
I’ve gotten done. Too many trips to Mississippi, South Pittsburg and West Virginia. Not to mention
all the holidays with family and friends.
My biggest task from the very beginning was mounting the rear
fenders. As can be seen from a previous picture (Figure 1), the bed was
made too wide and had straight flat sides. My two options were to keep
the bed sides the same and modify two perfectly good fenders (about
$600.00 at a body shop) or modify the bed with a recessed wheel well
areas for the fenders to fit into.
Since I’m a somewhat accomplished woodworker and the cost
would be $0.00, I chose to cut the sides and form a wheel well. This has
Figure 1
turned out great and I’m really glad I went with this option. See Figure
2, outside, and Figure 3 inside. Figures 4 and 5 show the fender mounted on the modified bed.

Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 4

Figure 5

Now to put on the finishing coats of stain and marine polyurethane to
match the rest of the body.
I managed to acquire a very nice original welled front fender (Figure 6)
and that’s going to make everything come together regarding a spare tire
mount. John Baxter is working out the problems with the other front fender
and I hope to have that ready to show off in the next progress report.
Figure 6
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Missing Link Tour/Watermelon Picnic

Date: August 17, 2019
Where: Metcalf Bottom Picnic Area, GSMNP
We will meet at the Big Lots parking lot, 116 S. Hall Road, Alcoa at 9:00
am, leave at 9:15 am and travel the side roads to Townsend to tour the
newly opened section of the Foothills Parkway to Wears Valley. There
will be some stops for enjoying our beautiful surroundings. We will
continue to the picnic area pavilion where hot dogs, condiments, drinks
and watermelon will be available. Please bring a side dish to share.
There will be a short business meeting while we wait for the hot dogs to
grill. This will be the regular monthly meeting.
We have reserved the pavilion until 3:30PM. After that we can remain at
the picnic area or return home through the Park or head back the way we
came. Please bring chairs in case we need to vacate the pavilion.
See you all there!!
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“How I Got Bit By the Model A Bug”
Why a Model A. . . ??
by Dr. Stephen Wickizer

V

ery simple; my Mother, Virginia (Ms. Jenny), learned to drive a 1931 Ford Model A Ford Tudor
which was owned by her brother, Bob. She would talk about it, and the stories were very insightful
as to life in Oklahoma during the 1930’s and early 1940’s. Having lived through the Great Depression and
WWII, having access to transportation was a real luxury.
I began my search in Chattanooga and joined the Local Model A club and looked at several potential A’s,
but each was not good enough to drive Ms. Jenny around safely or reliably.
After I moved to Knoxville I continued my search and noticed an ad in MAFC for a 1931 Tudor by David
Brooks in Ringgold, Georgia. David was president of the MARC, Chattanooga Chapter, when I lived in
Trenton, Georgia and was always ready to go with me to look for a
good Tudor. I quickly called David and found out he was fixing the
car up for another member to sell. We talked and drove down to his
house and made a deal, if he would make the necessary changes to
make this a safe and reliable Tudor in order for me to drive my
now 94-year-old Mother.
I have often driven “Ms. Jenny,” as I have named the Tudor,
to visit my mom, Ms. Jenny, in Hixson, Tennessee, where she lives
in an assisted living community. We have a great time driving
around and more stories are told or retold as she suffers from
memory loss; but she is a teenager again when she gets into the
Model A.
I feel like a
teenager
again!

Steve with his mother, Virginia, pose in
front of “Ms. Jenny”

Ms. Jenny at the wheel of Ms. Jenny
with great grand daughter, Jocelyn,
happily riding “shotgun.”

It’s the best thing I could have done for her, or me, as I have begun to understand the difficult life she had
and how the Model A helped shape her life and allowed her to become an adult, mother, and a wonderful
person.
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(PRESIDENTS COLUMN Continued from page 1)

There will be two options:
1)

Return the same day or

2) Stay overnight in Greeneville and do some more things Sunday.
If you won’t be at the picnic and meeting the 17th , let me know (email or phone call) if you want to go, as Larry
needs a head count for planning purposes.

We will not meet at Shoney’s this month.
Meet us at the picnic in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park
Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A.

FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•

•
•

•
•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31 Fordor /
Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 16" Wheels $350.00 per set;
(5) 4" by 17" Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17" Kelsey Hayes
wheel $100.00. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938-0204 or (865)-6430924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.
For Sale: 1930 Model ‘A’ gas tank (oval speedometer style). Pinhole leak, new black paint. $300. Contact Bert Anderson (865) 3227474.
FOR SALE Low-rise car lift. Use floor jack to lift one end 20
inches high. Other end is fixed. 13 feet long. Red with drip pan.
$1000 delivered if you help load it. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE Early '28 2-Door Phaeton with '35 wheels and wide
white wall tires. Arabian Sand with Copra Drab. Excellent shape
and impeccable interior. $25,000. Car is in Northeast Arkansas.
Delivery is available for $1.45 per mile. Approximately 450 miles. I
have 6 pictures available on my phone and can send them to you
and give you name and number of owner. Vic Varady (865)-9835515.
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MEETING NOTICE
2019 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 671-6280

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder
Gary Steadman

August 17th 2019

Meet us at the picnic in the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park
See details on page 7.

Secretary:
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

DISCLAIMER
The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

August 17th

