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Presidents Column–Driving "Ole Blackie"
By Bob Helsel

W

e are officially on the back half of 2019! Where did the front half go? This
heat is making me wish it was January or February again, but this too shall pass. It has certainly put a
damper on doing much driving in an non-air-conditioned Model ‘A’. Taking early Saturday or Sunday drives may be
the solution except for those who enjoy sleeping-in on those days. I’ve, at least, considered it.

Via the grapevine, I heard Judy Sexton had her surgery and the cancer was in an early stage not requiring further
treatment. They did find some other problems that could have caused troubles down the line. They were able to take
care of these conditions at the same time. Linda Varady has spoken with her and reported that she is feeling good and
recovering well.
I’ve had the opportunity to help several members with their ‘A’s. Scott Weil’s ‘31 Cabriolet has been plagued with
blowing light bulbs and running erratically. It seemed to have been running well one day and the next hardly running at
all. After getting good grounds and getting the wiring cleaned up and correct, it still didn’t behave. The generator kept
being a strong suspect. Scott wanted to stay with a generator and I’d picked up a rebuilt one on a recent trip to my
brother’s home in Monrovia, Maryland. He happens to live only about seven miles from Bratton’s Antique Auto Parts.
The “new” generator seems to have fixed the problem. It’s been running great and, so far, no more blown bulbs.
Steve Wickizer’s ‘31 Tudor (formerly Jerry Gilpin’s ‘A’) was highly modified electrically and only Jerry knew what
did what. Steve elected to rewire it and put her back to ‘A’ condition, and after a small tune up and new wiring,
“Henny” is running great. “Henny” will be heading to Florida this winter and his stablemate, “Jenny,” will remain in
Knoxville.
We’ve had no more fan blade incidents, so I hope many of you who didn’t know whether you had a steel (magnetic)
or aluminum (not) checked yours with a magnet to make sure you didn’t have a steel one.
We’ve been asked via the AACA to join local car clubs at the 2nd Annual Autos Through the Ages Show in
Townsend at the Great Smoky Mountain Heritage Center on the 20th of July. See info elsewhere in the RSR (page 5) if
you would like to attend.
Lots of exciting things are coming up and maybe some short notice trips will be in the offing.
Come to the meeting and share the comradery, war stories and, generally good, friendly people

Our club meeting is Jul 20th, at the usual place, Shoney’s (4032 N. Broadway)
Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A.

2019
COMING EVENTS

THE FOLLOWING ARE TENTATIVE EVENTS FOR 2019

August Events
•

Saturday July 20th 2nd Annual AACA Autos Through the Ages show in Townsend, Tennessee. See details on
page 5.
August Events

•

Saturday August 3rd Art Fensod’s Open House in Loudon, Tennessee. See details on page 3.

•

Saturday August 17th Tour to “Missing Link” of Foothills Parkway and picnic in the Great Smoky Mountain
National Park at Metcalf Bottoms picnic area.

September Events
•

Friday September 13th Morning Pointe in Powell, Tennessee to visit with the residents there including our own
Clay and Lea Reagan.

•

Friday 20th—Sunday 22nd: Parrottsville Tour Larry & Betty LaPatka Picnic/Tour

•

October Events

•

Saturday October 5th Wilson Park Car Show in Maynardville, Tennessee. 10:00 am until 2:00 pm.

•

Saturday October 12th Brushy Mountain Prison Car Show at Petros, Tennessee. 9:00 am until 4:00 pm.

November Events
•

Friday November 8th 94th Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville.

December Events
•

Annual Christmas Party
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Art Fensod’s Open House
Art Fensod and AACA have invited the Smoky Mountain Model A Club for a good time with old cars and food.
Please bring your covered dish to the Loudon McDonalds on highway 72 before the tour leaves at 11:00am.
The tour will cruise from Loudon to Roane County to White Stone Lodge in painted rock.
Following the tour, we will travel to Art’s house at 357 Country Lane, Loudon, Tennessee to eat and listen to live Blue
Grass music.

June15, 2019 Minutes
Submitted by Linda Varady

The June meeting of the SMMAC was called to order by Vice President Snyder at Shoney's at 6:40 PM.
Sunshine report:
Vice President Snyder reported that Judy Sexton had surgery at Fort Sanders Hospital on Monday and is recovering nicely.
Dennis Havner suffered a stroke and is recovering at home and requested no visitors at this time. Earl Fairbanks is doing well.
Lin Helsel fell at home and broke a few ribs. Bob missed the meeting tonight to stay home and take care of her. It was good to
see Nancy Matlock at the meeting and looking very well.
The April and May minutes were approved by acclamation.
The Treasurer, Gary Steadman, was not present at this meeting. Vic Varady presented Gary’s report, as submitted at the
board meeting earlier in the week.
President Snyder reported that John Baxter won an award from MARC for the Rumble Seat Reviewer.
Congratulations John!!
Vic Varady interrupted the meeting to tell a joke. Then Frank Trent added one of his own.
Vice President Snyder was then able to wrest back control of the meeting.
Tours & Events:
Frank Trent said there will be a tour to Brushy Mountain Prison on June 22 nd for anyone who missed the tour earlier this
year.
July 1st : The Veteran's Parade in Maryville has been rescheduled to July 5 th. There will be no parade but there will be a
picnic. They have requested a few cars for display.
August 3rd : Art Fensod will be hosting a picnic and music event at his home. The planned fish fry has been canceled and he
has requested guests bring a dish to share.
August 17th : Missing Link Tour and Picnic at Metcalf Bottoms in the GSMNP.
September 20th -22nd : Larry & Betty LaPatka Picnic/Tour.
Show and Tell:
There was a discussion about the problems incurred with the steel fan blades and members were encouraged to replace them
with aluminum ones to avoid costly damage.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:07 by Vice President Snyder.
The next meeting will be at 6:30 PM, July 20, 2019 here at Shoney's on North Broadway.
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Fans Fail in Two Separate Incidents
By Vic Varady

T

wo members of our club recently have suffered cooling fan and water pump breakage. Both these incidents were traced to
fan blade failures.

Over the past 20 years, replacement aluminum fans have become available. My advice to everyone is to take a magnet to your
fan. If it is steel, replace it with an aluminum one. There is an exception for some late 1931 fans that were designed differently. The
replacements cost is less than $50 and cast aluminum fans are available from most suppliers. The following discussion will touch
on other aspects of Model ‘A’ cooling fans and water pumps.
In my former life I used the Fan Laws (also called Affinity Laws) on a daily basis to evaluate pump and compressor suitability
and performance in various ways. We could apply the same laws when thinking about our Model ‘A’ cooling fans and water pumps.
There are some variables that we could study – fan speed, blade diameter, number of blades and power consumption. The laws
do not relate to steel versus aluminum blade material. Blade pitch is a variable that we do not have any control over. Blade length is
something that we have some control over because we can trim the blade length a little but almost never do. The assumption is that
the fan and water pump efficiency is constant over the studied range of the variable.
Here are the three branches of the law and they apply to both liquid (non-compressible) and air (compressible) fluids:
•

The air and water flow is proportional to the shaft speed.

•

The pressure (head) is proportional to the square of the shaft speed.

•

The power consumed is proportional to the cube of the shaft speed.

When evaluating any changes in shaft speed (engine RPM) we can see the following:
•

55 mph vs 50 mph The air flow across the radiator will increase by 10 percent caused by the fan. The actual air flow
across the radiator will increase by a combination of the increased speed of the vehicle and the fan.

•

55 mph vs 50 mph The coolant flow and pressure drop will increase by the square of the pump speed (1.21 times) and
more coolant (1.21 times) will be moved through the block and radiator. The actual coolant flow increase will be less
because of increased flow friction within the engine.

•

55 mph vs. 50 mph The power consumed by the water pump and fan will be each be increased by the cube of the pump
speed. The power consumption will be 1.33 times the power cost (loss). This may or may not be significant but with
the limited engine power output, it could be significant. I have not found any studies of the Model ‘A’ fan or water
pump horsepower consumption.

The Model ‘A’ is not a very aerodynamic compared to a modern car. I have a high compression head on my '29 Pickup and it
is like driving a barn door through the wind with an absolute maximum speed of about 50 mph on level ground with an overdrive
fourth gear and a 4.11:1 gear in the rear end. I do not get very good gas mileage with this vehicle. The vehicle shape has a very
large impact on the maximum speed and fuel consumption.
What can we do?
•

Reduce the diameter of the pump impeller slightly.

•

Reduce the diameter of the fan slightly.

•

Secure a smaller diameter crank pulley.

•

Get an overdrive.

•

Drive slower.
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As members of the East Tennessee Region of the Antique Automobile Club of America (ETR AACA) we want
to invite you to attend and participate in our second annual Autos Through the Ages Show at the Townsend Heritage
Center, July 20. Attachments include a flyer for this event and registration form for those of you who might bring
your Thunderbird or other antique car to display in the show. This is a free, non-judged event. Cars are displayed
from 10-3 p.m. Last year, we had more than 75 automobiles displayed at our first Heritage event. With folks
stopping by on the way to the mountains, we easily had more than 200 folks enjoying our cars. We hope you can
join us as we and fellow community members share our enthusiasm in our antique car hobby.
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Club News

“How I Got Bit By the Model A Bug”

Please send me a short article about your early experience with the Model A, whether it came early in your life or
later. Don’t be worried by the “I-can’t-write-syndrome,” just jot down a few words as you would tell your best friend or
favorite grandchild and get it to me. I will edit and type it and get your approval before publishing it in an upcoming
issue of the Rumble Seat Reviewer.

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 906315515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•

•
•

•
•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders (both w/
wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for 1930-31 Fordor /
Town Sedan. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 16" Wheels $350.00 per set;
(5) 4" by 17" Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17" Kelsey Hayes
wheel $100.00. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938-0204 or (865)-6430924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style heater
(used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill Snyder (865)
365-1029.
For Sale: 1930 2-Door sedan, brown and black, older restoration,
runs great, LeBaron-Bonney interior, all systems work well, driven
often, a great car to own as a driver, $13,500. Contact Art Fensod
(865) 408-0525
For Sale: 1930 Model ‘A’ gas tank (oval speedometer style). Pinhole leak, new black paint. $300. Contact Bert Anderson (865) 3227474.
FOR SALE Low-rise car lift. Use floor jack to lift one end 20
inches high. Other end is fixed. 13 feet long. Red with drip pan.
$1000 delivered if you help load it. Vic Varady (865) 983-5515.
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MEETING NOTICE
2019 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 671-6280

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

July 20th 2019

Gary Steadman

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville
Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm
Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

Secretary:
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

DISCLAIMER
The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

