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Presidents Column–Driving "Ole Blackie"
By Bob Helsel

I

don’t like to start off on a downer, but I wanted everybody to read
this. I know from experience that things get missed towards the end
of an article or email or whatever. So with that, Judy Sexton called and
shared with me that besides her recent hospitalizations with severe lung infections, she was diagnosed with stage II
colon cancer. She will be having surgery soon. If that’s not enough, she has been the support for Jimmy and his woes
with prostate cancer, not to mention radiation side affect issues. This has certainly has been a difficult time for them.
So please keep them in your thoughts and prayers.
On a brighter note, Randy & Vicki Schwerdt and Lin & I recently made a great trip to Elkins, West Virginia, to
attend the MARC National Tour. There were lots of Model A’s, probably in the vicinity of 180. The most interesting
one of which was another ’29 Business coupe. It was almost so identical to Daisy that when I first spotted it I thought
some one had had the nerve to move my car from where I’d parked. Then I noticed that it had a rumble seat instead of a
trunk like Daisy. They came with a trunk, but a rumble seat was a dealer option. Most wanted trunks for all their
business samples or other work related paraphernalia.
We both logged over a thousand miles and lots of gas stops in some interesting places. We went on daily
excursions from Elkins, some of which involved mountain roads with 9-10% grades. These tested our engines and
brakes. Both our cars did fine. I changed out distributors which cured some annoying backfire issues. Randy changed
carburetors and got much better gas mileage compared to the Tillotson F-1B that he had been running. I also changed
carbs to help my poor idling, but that decreased my gas mileage. Oh well, you can’t have every thing. When we arrived
in Elkins, Daisy was spotted with an almost flat right front tire. Randy’s running board mounted pump aired her back
up. A local Elkins tire store repaired an inner tube leak resulting from spoke wear. The absence of the rubber rim
protector was the cause for that.
One of the highlights was a ride in a vintage coal-fired Shay steam engine. We went up a mountain to an old
logging camp, which also included some of the 9-10% grades, but
that is what the Shay steam engine was designed for. It is unique in
that it has vertical pistons instead of the horizontal ones of the more
familiar steam engines. We rode in open cars and got lots of scenic
views. The sight of big black smoke every time they put fresh coal
into the firebox was a reminder of days past.

((Driving “Ole Blackie” Continued on page 5)

2019
COMING EVENTS

THE FOLLOWING ARE TENTATIVE EVENTS FOR 2019

July Events
•

Friday July 5th Maryville Veterans Parade Parade is cancelled. Picnic is “on” Blount courthouse Maryville.
August Events

•

Saturday August 3rd Art Fensod’s Open House and Fish Fry in Loudon, Tennessee.

•

Saturday August 17th Tour to “Missing Link” of Foothills Parkway and picnic in the Great Smoky Mountain
National Park at Metcalf Bottoms picnic area.
September Events

•

Parrottsville Tour

•

October Events

•

Saturday October 5th Wilson Park Car Show in Maynardville, Tennessee. 10:00 am until 2:00 pm.

•

Saturday October 12th Brushy Mountain Prison Car Show at Petros, Tennessee. 9:00 am until 4:00 pm.
November Events

•

Friday November 8th 94thVeterans Day Parade in Knoxville.
December Events

•

Annual Christmas Party
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April 20, 2019 Minutes

Submitted by Linda Varady

The April meeting of the SMMAC was called to order by President Helsel at Shoney's on April 20, 2019 at 6:30 PM.
There was one new member to add to our roster this month, Matt Burgery of Lenoir City. He has a 1930 Model A Coupe.
Pres. Helsel reported that the Matlock's health situation is the same and Dennis Havner, John Page and Bill Snyder are under
the weather. George Jones is recuperating from pneumonia.
The March Minutes as presented in the newsletter and the Treasurer's report as presented by Shirley Webber were approved by
acclamation.
Old Business:
Pres. Helsel reported that the Club had made a donation to the Pasadena High School and received 2 tickets for their raffle
tonight. The ticket numbers are 205 & 206.
MAFFI has sent us 2 DVD's for the Club's viewing.
Gary Steadman is in the process of update our Facebook page and website. Please send any updates to your personal profile to
him.
Tours & Events:
The tour of the McGhee Tyson Airport tower was a great success. Thanks to Kelly Naber for organizing it. If enough
members are interested, she is willing to arrange for another tour.
The Safety Check scheduled for April 13th had to be canceled due to weather. No new date has been set.
Upcoming Events:
April 26-28th Randy Schwerdt presented a detailed agenda for the upcoming Cornbread Festival Tour in S. Pittsburg. He had
the proposed route and several options for the tour.
May 11th The annual Club picnic will be at the Cove as usual from 10am until 3pm. Hots dogs, hamburgers, condiments and
drinks will be supplied. Please bring a dessert or salad to share.
May 18th There will be a Cars and Coffee in Lenoir City. Jim Wolfe gave information on where to meet and how to get there.
He said the police have reserved several spots for our Model As. There will be regular Club meeting that evening.
June 8th : The Historic Rugby Tour
July 1st : The Veteran's Parade in Maryville
August 17th : Missing Link Tour and Picnic at Metcalf Bottoms in the GSMNP.
September 20th -22nd : Larry & Betty LaPatka Picnic/Tour. This is planned as an overnight and Larry said there is plenty of
room to camp or local rooms are available. He has a large collection of neon signs and Model Ts. There is a man-made lake and he
has lots of fishing rods to use.
Steve Wickizer had many suggestions for some last minute summer tours. These will be short-notice tours, so check your email often and let others know.
New Business:
Bob Helsel reported that the Model A spirit is alive and well and that he had personally experienced it on a recent tour of the
Natchez Trace. His car had trouble and was in need of repair and he was directed to Walt Fuller, a member of the Georgia Club,
who was able to help with his problem. Walt maintains the cars used by Disney in movies and was very familiar with the workings
of Model A's. Bob said he and he wife were very generous with their hospitality and he wanted to thank them for all their help.
The 50/50 Drawing was won by Steve Wickizer who donated his winning to the Pasadena High School. Other prizes went to
Jim Wolfe, Bob Helsel, Gary Steadman and Bert Anderson.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 by President Helsel.
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May 18, 2019 Minutes

Submitted by Linda Varady

The May meeting of the SMMAC was called to order by President Helsel at Shoney's on April 20, 2019 at 6:32 PM.
There were no new members or guests this month.
Sunshine report:
Pres. Helsel reported that John Pace is having some trouble with his neck, Joe King is having a tough time with his chemo
treatments. George Jones and Bill Snyder were both feeling well enough to attend tonight's meeting.
The April minutes were not available.
President Helsel announced that Shirley Webber was resigning her position as Treasurer on her doctor's orders. We all
wish her well and thank her for her work over the past year. Gary Steadman has graciously agreed to fill the position. .
Old Business:
Pres. Helsel reported the Club did not win the Pasadena High School raffle but our donation has gone to an outstanding
cause.
MAFFI DVD's were returned.
Since he is taking on the Treasurer's position, Gary Steadman will be needing someone to help with Facebook and website
duties.
Tours & Events
Since no new date has been set to reschedule the Safety Check Ken Lund moved that we postpone it to next year. Vic
Varady seconded and the motion was approved.
The May11th picnic started out as a rainy day and that limited attendance. But the members that braved the weather
enjoyed lunch at the covered pavilion and no one lacked for good food or company. The Lunds were the only ones to bring a
Model A (they only live about a mile away).
Jim Wolfe reported a very poor turnout for the May 11 th Cars and Coffee Show in Lenoir City. Only 2 cars showed and he
had expected 10.
Upcoming Events:
June 8th : The Historic Rugby Tour. John Baxter said we will meet at the Hardy's in Oliver Springs and drive together to
Rugby.
July 1st : The Veteran's Parade in Maryville has been rescheduled to July 5 th. (We have since learned that this event has
been canceled.).
Steve Wickizer offered several suggestions for some tours; but there was very little interest expressed in either a Smoky's
game or the Car/Plane Show in Jamestown.
August 3rd : Art Fensod will be having a fish fry and blue grass picnic at his house in Lenoir City. There is a $10 fee to
cover the catering costs.
August 17th : Missing Link Tour and Picnic at Metcalf Bottoms in the GSMNP.
September 20th -22nd : Larry & Betty LaPatka Picnic/Tour.
New Business:
Pres. Helsel suggested that the Club initiate a list of members who are willing to help with Model A repairs and restoration
questions from new and potential members. He suggested that we should charge a fee of $25.00 for this service. This will
serve as the first years membership fee.
Also presented was the idea of changing the meeting from the 3 rd Saturday of each month to a weekday. Since there was
(MAY MINUTES Continued on page 5)
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(Driving “Ole Blackie” Continued from page 1)

This past Saturday, a few of us braved the rainy weather forecast and made the trip to historic Rugby, Tennessee.
Steve Wickizer and I drove A’s and Tom Ethridge drove his vintage Jeepster. I was lucky and missed the rain coming
home but Steve got caught in a deluge that stalled his car for a short time. But all made it home uneventfully except the
Currier’s pickup which only made the rendezvous at Oliver Springs.
Charlie Currier greeted us in Oliver Springs at Hardee’s but was missing half of his two-blade steel fan. Another
steel fan bites the dust. He was also lucky and did not sustain any
major damage. Fortunately he was not too far from home and was
able to get it back there without too much trouble.
So please go out and check your fans with a magnet. If the
magnet sticks, the fan is steel and not aluminum. You’d be well
advised to change it. The cost of an aluminum fan is cheap
compared to replacing a radiator and/or repairing a damaged hood.

Lots of exciting things are coming up and short notice trips
will be in the near future. Come to the meeting and share the
camaraderie, war stories and generally good friendly people.

Our club meeting is June 15th , at the usual Place,
Shoney’s (4032 N. Broadway)
Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..
Stay Tuned for more on Driving “Ole Blackie”

(MAY MINUTES Continued from page 4)

a small attendance at the meeting, discussion was tabled until next month.
Charlie Currier said he met someone who expressed an interest in purchasing a 31 Coupe in the $12-14K range. For more
info talk to Charlie.
Show and Tell:
Steve Wickizer told about his trouble with his fan blade. He had his engine worked on and the place that did the work
replaced his new aluminum with an old steel one. That one broke and destroyed his water pump. Darryl helped him with the
new repairs. Steve warned anyone who has an original steel blade to replace it with an aluminum one.
There was no 50/50 this month.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:06 by President Helsel.
The next meeting will be June 15, 2019 here at Shoney's on North Broadway.
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Club News

MAFFI Newsletter Minute
June 2019
by Marsha Quesnel, MAFFI Trustee

What’s new at the Museum?

T

he Museum is always striving to keep our exhibits new and exciting but also educational. We recently
received a car donation of a 1930 Coupe from the Frank Corey Estate, although beautifully restored, it
was a duplicate of one already on display. We wanted to use this car in some capacity, so it was decided to
create a “Service Bay” Display near our Part’s Department.
Linda Morford, our fashion coordinator, found a mannequin that would bend at the waist, a service coat was
donated by Erik Kellner, and now our new display is complete! Make plans today to attend Model A Day,
September 21, 2019 to see this and other great displays at the Museum.

Your membership dollars to MAFFI helps keep our Museum what it is today, the most toured of all the
museums at the Gilmore Complex.
Thank you for your continued support through
membership, the purchase of memorial bricks and
donations.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•

•
•

•

•

•
•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 16" Wheels $350.00
per set; (5) 4" by 17" Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17"
Kelsey Hayes wheel $100.00. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938
-0204 or (865)-643-0924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style
heater (used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill
Snyder (865) 365-1029.
FOR SALE 1931 Model ‘A’ Coupe, completely rebuilt from
the frame up. It has the rumble seat and two (2) fender-mount
spare tires! Trunk Rack with Trunk. Asking $15,000…For
information, call 865-803-3697.
For Sale: 1930 2-Door completely disassembled, for sale at
best offer. The car is located in Oak Ridge. Contact Dick
Lorenz who can arrange for you to see the car and meet the
owner.. Contact me at ralorenz@comcast.net, or phone me at
(865) 435-4769.
For Sale: 1930 2-Door sedan, brown and black, older
restoration, runs great, LeBaron-Bonney interior, all systems
work well, driven often, a great car to own as a driver,
$13,500. Contact Art Fensod (865) 408-0525
For Sale: Complete direction signal set, 6 volt, with all
attachments for a Model A Ford, $45. Contact Art Fensod
(865) 408-0525 .
For Sale: Chrome front bumper bars, used, for 1930 Model
‘A’; two sets (two bars per set). $125 per set. 1930 Model ‘A’
gas tank (oval speedometer style). Pin-hole leak, new black
paint. $300. Contact Bert Anderson (865) 322-7474.
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MEETING NOTICE
2019 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 671-6280

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

June 15th 2019

Gary Steadman

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville
Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm
Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

Secretary:
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

John Baxter

Board of Directors
2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

DISCLAIMER
The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

