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Annual Picnic a Success Despite the Rain
See page 3 for a full account by Prez Bob. . . .
Presidents Column–Driving "Ole Blackie"
By Bob Helsel

I

’m just getting back from attending my University of Maryland Med School
class of 1969 50th-year reunion in Baltimore. It’s hard to believe it’s been
that long because it doesn’t seem or feel that way. It seems like only a short while
ago and then I saw all the changes. I reflected on all the changes that I’ve been
witness to throughout my career. Fifty out of about a hundred classmates showed up. We’ve lost almost twenty of the class, four
this past year. I guess that’s part of aging and life’s process. Interestingly, I was the only Model A driver, though several others had
interest in old cars, just not Henry’s finest.
Most of you who attended the last meeting heard about my encounter with engine woes on the Natchez Trace trip. For those
that didn’t, I’ll just say it wasn’t a good thing but to have happened like it did, it couldn’t have gone any better. The front and middle
main bearings were going out. Monday morning in Mobile is when I (we) decided to call uncle and quit the tour. With the help of
the rest of the tour group, Blackie got loaded on a U-Haul car hauler. I rented a pick up truck from Enterprise, hooked up and headed
home. The model A folks in Mobile who helped us out, told us about a fellow in Newnan, Georgia, who was a third generation
model A mechanic. His shop was on the way home and I stopped and wound up leaving Blackie there. I’m hoping to go pick her up
in the not too distant future.
We had a great trip to the Corn Bread Festival the end of April. Jimmy-DD, Richard Lett and the Pollards went part of the way
with us. They left at lunch time to go to the Cookie Jar restaurant for lunch and then back home. The Schwerdt’s, Naber’s and
Helsel’s continued on. Since Blackie was on injured reserves, I took ole faithful Daisy. She must have been mad at being sidelined
and let me know it. On Saturday at the cruise-in, I noticed several guys studying my engine intently. When I asked about their
curiosity, they commented that they wondered how I was able to run without a fan belt??? Long story short was that the generator,
(that I switched out of Blackie for Daisy’s alternator) had seized up and melted the fan belt. Now I know where that squeaking was
coming from and why the squeaking had stopped Saturday morning. Charlie Currier, who had come down for the day with Tom
Ethridge, along with Randy Schwerdt came to the rescue. Randy’s parts stash included a spare alternator, and, with a little elbow
grease, Daisy was able to be roadworthy again.
The Pasadena (California) High School’s ‘29 roadster raffle was won by someone locally in California. Our two club raffle
tickets still contributed to a good cause. Frank and I didn’t win either with our combined ticket; still a worthy cause to get young
people involved in the Model A hobby.
Steve Wickizer has lots of ideas for events but he needs your help as he can’t do it alone. So put on your Volunteer hat and
Smoky Mountain Model A shirt, get involved enthusiastically, and combat club stagnation.

Our club meeting is May 18th , at the usual Place, Shoney’s (4032 N. Broadway)
Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..
Stay Tuned for more on Driving “Ole Blackie”

2019
COMING EVENTS
THE FOLLOWING ARE TENTATIVE EVENTS FOR 2019

May Events
•

Saturday May 18th Lenoir City Cars & Coffee 8:00 am until afternoon. See page 3 for details.

•

Sunday May 26th Smokies Baseball Game at Kodak. 2:00 pm. (Rain date: July 16th). More details will be
presented at the May 18th meeting.

•

June Events

•

Saturday June 1st Car/Plane Show at Jamestown, Tennessee Airport. Cruise-in 8:00 am until 3:00 pm.

•

Friday June 7th — Sunday June 9th Smoky Mountain Engine Show at Clinton, Tennessee.

•

Saturday June 8th Rugby Classic Auto Show & Street Fair. See page 4 for more details.
July Events

•

Friday July 5th Maryville Veterans Parade
August Events

•

Saturday August 3rd Art Fensod’s Open House and Fish Fry in Loudon, Tennessee.

•

Saturday August 17th Tour to “Missing Link” of Foothills Parkway and picnic in the Great Smoky Mountain
National Park at Metcalf Bottoms picnic area.
September Events

•

Parrottsville Tour

•

October Events

•

Saturday October 5th Wilson Park Car Show in Maynardville, Tennessee. 10:00 am until 2:00 pm.

•

Saturday October 12th Brushy Mountain Prison Car Show at Petros, Tennessee. 9:00 am until 4:00 pm.
November Events

•

Friday November 8th 94thVeterans Day Parade in Knoxville.
December Events

•

Annual Christmas Party
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Another Year, Another Picnic Is In the Books!
By Bob Helsel

O

nce again we gathered on May 11th at the Cove in Concord Park to have our Club Picnic. There were phone
calls as to whether we would have the picnic because of the predicted rain. We didn’t have a rain date
because the pavilion is reserved for one date and that’s it. Well, we pressed on and the rain did not defeat us. Overall it
wasn’t bad and certainly could have been a lot worse.
Many thanks to Ken Lund who gets us on the schedule as soon as it opens up in January each year. Kudos to the
Currier’s, Lund’s and Varady’s who were first on the scene to start getting things ready for us. Not the least of which
was drying off tables so that we’d have a dry place to sit and eat. Ken also brought a big canopy to put over the BBQ
grill. It came in very handy for Jim Wolfe who was our Chef again this year, complete with his camouflage apron and
his armament of spices to season the burgers.
Despite the weather we had a great turn out. I’d say we had as many as we have at a monthly meeting if not more.
Ken Lund is the only brave soul who drove a Model A (1928 Phaeton). I know some people came from as far as 40
miles away, which again is a tribute to our membership support.
As usual we had a huge spread of delicious foods and treats. The club supplied the usual hamburgers, hot dogs and
rolls and accoutrements. I’m quite sure no one went hungry and . . . if they did it was their own fault! It was a great
time and get-together, especially seeing people who haven’t been able to be out for all our events. I’m sure we missed
some people because of the rain but we had a lot more people than I’d expected, which is a tribute to our spirit as a club.
Many thanks to the ladyfolk who sent in all the delicious dishes and desserts for us to feast on.
It was great to see everyone who refused to let a little rain get in the way of our club activities. Let’s hope the
weather will be nicer to us next year. The sun did manage to peak out a couple of times, but we had the advantage of
very comfortable temperatures. Looking forward to the next time next year. We actually have another shot at a picnic
this August when we drive the missing link in the Smokies and go for a picnic at Metcalf Bottoms….. Stay tuned. We
will also have another opportunity in September when we visit Parrottsville at Larry and Betty Lapatka’s farm.

Cars & Coffee in Lenoir City, Tennessee!
Come out and join us to make a good showing. Doughnuts and coffee are available for free
and you’ll be treated to a great variety of beautiful cars at this very popular event.
SMMAC will meet at 8:00 am in the parking lot of Ingles Market along Hwy 321 then drive
the short distance to the event together. Use the address below in your GPS to find the Ingles
location. (It’s behind the McDonalds on Hwy 321.)
Ingles Markets
404 US-321 #1
Lenoir City, TN 37771
For those who may arrive a bit late, use the address (South A Street, Lenoir City) listed for
this event venue to find us at Cars & Coffee!
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Historic Rugby Annual Antique Car Show and Street Fair
your Model A friends for a trip to historic
J oin
Rugby, Tennessee for this great annual event.
The club has participated in this festival for the last
several years and always had a good time. The
drive up to Rugby through the beautiful East
Tennessee springtime beauty is enough, in itself, to
make the trip worthwhile.
Come enjoy the hospitality and history of this
unique town which continues to celebrate its early
English-settlement roots. Arts, crafts, music, food,
old cars, history, and friendly people . . . what more
could you ask!
Bring your lawn chairs so we can visit in the
shade.
We will depart the Hardee’s Restaurant, 528 E.
Tri County Blvd (Hwy 61), Oliver Springs, at
8:45 am on Saturday, June 8.

Join us for a great Model A outing!

Page 4

The Rumble Seat Reviewer May 2019

W

e’re continually trying to improve the Rumble Seat Reviewer content and we could really use your help.
Some of the most interesting and well-received articles over the years have been those submitted by you,
the readers and club members.
Some suggestions for articles are:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How I became interested in the Model ‘A’ hobby.
Adventures, travels, people I have met through my Model ‘A’.
Remembrances of family– or friend-owned Model ‘A’s from my childhood.
How I acquired my presently owned Model ‘A’ or Model ‘A’s.
Current (or past) Model ‘A’ projects.
Model ‘A’ problems and how I fixed them.
Shared information about Model ‘A’ operation, maintenance or repair.
Questions about Model ‘A’ operation, maintenance or repair.
Technical tips or “how-to’s” related to the Model ‘A’.

Please send me a short article about your experience with the Model ‘A’, whether it came early in your life or
later. Don’t be worried by the “I-can’t-write-syndrome,” just jot down a few words as you would tell your best friend or
favorite grandchild and get it to me. I will edit and type it and get your approval before publishing it in an upcoming
issue of the Rumble Seat Reviewer.
Thanks for all your help with previous issues of the Rumble Seat Reviewer, and thanks in advance for all your
anticipated help in the future. It has been a lot of fun editing, with your help, this club publication over the years.
Maybe I should write an article about that sometime!!
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Club News

Matt & Krystal Amburgey
1620 Giles Road
Lenoir City, TN 37772
(865) 607-6030

Please add these new members to
your Directory and make them welcome
to the club.
•

If you know of other additions or
corrections that need to be made, please
contact the editor.

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 906315515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•

•
•

•

•

•
•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 16" Wheels $350.00
per set; (5) 4" by 17" Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17"
Kelsey Hayes wheel $100.00. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938
-0204 or (865)-643-0924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style
heater (used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill
Snyder (865) 365-1029.
FOR SALE 1931 Model ‘A’ Coupe, completely rebuilt from
the frame up. It has the rumble seat and two (2) fender-mount
spare tires! Trunk Rack with Trunk. Asking $15,000…For
information, call 865-803-3697.
For Sale: 1930 2-Door completely disassembled, for sale at
best offer. The car is located in Oak Ridge. Contact Dick
Lorenz who can arrange for you to see the car and meet the
owner.. Contact me at ralorenz@comcast.net, or phone me at
(865) 435-4769.
For Sale: 1930 2-Door sedan, brown and black, older
restoration, runs great, LeBaron-Bonney interior, all systems
work well, driven often, a great car to own as a driver,
$13,500. Contact Art Fensod (865) 408-0525
For Sale: Complete direction signal set, 6 volt, with all
attachments for a Model A Ford, $45. Contact Art Fensod
(865) 408-0525 .
For Sale: Chrome front bumper bars, used, for 1930 Model
‘A’; two sets (two bars per set). $125 per set. 1930 Model ‘A’
gas tank (oval speedometer style). Pin-hole leak, new black
paint. $300. Contact Bert Anderson (865) 322-7474.
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MEETING NOTICE
2019 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 938-0204
Secretary:

Bob Helsel

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

John Baxter

Bill Snyder

May 18h 2019
Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

Shirley Webber

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm
Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Saturday

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

