Visit our website at
www.smokymountainmodela.com
Check out our new Facebook page
Smoky Mountain Model A Club

April 2019

McGhee Tyson Airport Tower Tour –page 3

Presidents Column–Driving "Ole Blackie"
By Bob Helsel

I

t’s hard believe it’s time to write this column again. It seems like I just finished one. I guess that’s part of the
aging process.

By the time you read this, I’ll be on my way or possibly just back from the Natchez Trace Tour. Lin and I, Randy
and Vicki Schwerdt and Steve Wickizer will be leaving for Franklin, Tennessee on April 3rd, where we will link up
with the other folks from the South East, who are going on the tour with us. The tour is sponsored by MAFCA and the
Southeastern Touring chapter. It is a special interest group under the MAFCA umbrella. (Ed: See report on page 9)
Once we get to Natchez we’ll head over to Pensacola Naval Air Station for a day and then back to East Tennessee
via Alabama. This will be the first adventure for “Blackie” since her refurbishing, so keep your fingers crossed
On the twentieth of March, we had a great outing to the McGhee Tyson Airport Tower. One of our younger
members, Kelly Naber, hosted the event and it was a great success. Thanks Kelly for stepping up and doing an
outstanding job. See details of the trip elsewhere in this issue. I’ve always had great respect for the air traffic controllers
since I learned to fly and got my license. It’s a hard job with a lot of stress, but it’s what makes flying such a safe
endeavor
Our next event on the horizon is the Safety and Reliability check on April 13th at Vic and Linda Varady’s place in
Maryville. Linda will be recovering from hip replacement surgery so Vic can use extra help to get things together
especially the food portion of the event.
I received a call from Pasadena (CA) High School’s teacher/instructor in the Model A restoration project. He was
very pleased that our club bought the raffle tickets. They are only selling a limited number of tickets so our chances of
winning the restored 1929 Roadster, are much better than a lottery ticket. Also Frank Trent, who won last months 50/50
drawing donated the $51 purse to Pasadena High School’s project.
Steve Wickizer has become our Tour Director/Coordinator. He has lots of ideas for events, but he needs your help
as he can’t do it alone. So put on your Volunteer hat and Smoky Mountain Model A shirt and get involved
enthusiastically, and combat club stagnation.

Our club meeting is April 20th , at the usual Place, Shoney’s (4032 N. Broadway)
Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..
Stay Tuned for more on Driving “Ole Blackie”

2019
COMING EVENTS

THE FOLLOWING ARE TENTATIVE EVENTS FOR 2019

April Events
•

Saturday April 13th Safety and Reliability Inspection at Varady’s Busted Knuckles Garage. See page 6

•

Friday - Sunday April 26th - 28th National Cornbread Festival at South Pittsburgh, Tennessee. See page 7.
May Events

•

Saturday May 11th Annual Club Picnic at the Cove at Concord Park. 10:00 am until 3:00 pm.
June Events

•

Saturday June 8th Rugby Classic Auto Show & Street Fair. See page 8.

July, August, September, October Events
•

Saturday August 17th Tour to “Missing Link” of Foothills Parkway and picnic in the Great Smoky Mountain
National Park at Metcalf Bottoms picnic area.
November Events

•

Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville.
December Events

•

Annual Christmas Party
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McGhee Tyson Airport Tower Tour
By Kelly Naber

M

arch 20th I had the pleasure of combining two of my passions into one
event for our club, aviation and old cars. Seventeen members and seven
Model A’s met at the Louisville Dollar General Store. At 11 a.m., we caravanned
together to tour the McGhee Tyson Airport Tower (air traffic control facility),
where I work as an Air Traffic Controller.
Participants included Doug and Jeanie Terry in their blue ‘31 Victoria, Lou
and Parris Puma in their Fordor, Tom Christman and his yellow roadster, Tim
Johnson and his Tudor, and Bill and Gail Gray in the Walton's ‘29 Pickup truck.
My Dad and I rounded out the Model A’s in our ‘31 Roadster and ‘30 Coupe.

Vic Varady, John and Debbie Pace, and Bob and Lin Helsel completed the
group; Ken and Jean Lund arrived in their almost antique Cadillac.
After a short delay getting through the gate, we had seven Model As and a few modern cars parked in
front of the tower providing a beautiful backdrop for a few pictures.
Once inside we, split into two groups. I took the first group into the radar room and the facility
manager, Mike Soto, took the other group upstairs to the tower. We had about 30 minutes in each room,
leaving time for a brief overview and some questions, then the groups switched locations. I hope everyone
got a good understanding of what we do there, and why it is such an enjoyable career!

A ‘flight” of Model A’s parked near the TYS tower. Apparently Kelly cleared them to land there.

When we walked outside to get ready for lunch, by no surprise, many of my curious co-workers were
inspecting and photographing the line up of "A’s" out front. My manager even went for a ride with Tom
Christman in his beautiful yellow roadster. I think Mike will be picking bugs from his teeth for weeks after
smiling that big!
(Tower Tour Continued on page 6)
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Smoky Mountain Model A Club members spotted travelling
south on the Natchez Trace Parkway among a large group of Model A’s
from parts unknown.

Stopping at the famous Loveless Café near Nashville.
Steve and Bill take a break near the parkway.

Spanning the Tennessee River, this bridge makes the
crossing seem insignificant. In the heyday of the Old Trace
(1780s-1820s), the Tennessee River was a major obstacle for
travelers. George Colbert operated a ferry to assist travelers
in the early 1800s. Before that time, or to avoid the toll,
travelers swam across the river.

John Coffee Memorial Bridge, Natchez Trace Parkway

Where’s Bob?

I guess Vicki and Lin decided to ride instead of swim!
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March Meeting Minutes
By Carol Baxter
President Bob Helsel called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm.
Earl Fairbanks introduced his friend, John Gibson, as his guest. John joined the club at the meeting. Visiting was Tony
Gardner, member of the Las Vegas Valley MAFCA. Marty Fairbanks and Jimmy Sexton were mentioned in the Sunshine
Report.
The minutes from the February meeting were accepted as reported in the Rumble Seat Reviewer.
The Treasurer’s Report was approved.
Old Business:
The club has dues paid up for 79 members.
The club sent a donation for the Pasadena High School and will receive two raffle tickets for a Model A being restored by
students there. Proceeds go to continuing their efforts to encourage young people to become active in the Model A
community. (Ed. See page 8.)
The club has ordered a MAFFI brick in memory of Jerry and Joyce Gilpin.
President Helsel asked that members update their personal profiles for the website.
Tours and Events: (Steve Wickizer, Coordinator and John Milligan and Anita Pollard, Contributors
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kelly Naber has arranged for a tour of McGhee Tyson Airport on March 20. She needs to know the number of
cars attending. Plans are to meet at the Topside Dollar Store at 11:00 am.
The annual Safety/Reliability Check will be at the Varady’s on April 13. There will be a brake seminar and
possibly a video seminar by Steve Mitchell. Food will be provided; please bring chairs.
April 26-28- Cornbread Festival in South Pittsburgh. Randy Schwerdt has details on hotel reservation and day
trips.
May 11 – Annual club picnic at the Cove at Concord from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.
June 8 – Rugby Classic Auto Show and Street Fair.
July 1 -Veterans Parade and picnic in Maryville.
August 17 – Missing Link tour and picnic at Metcalf Bottoms.
September 20-22 – Picnic and day trips at Larry and Betty LaPatka’s to coincide with International Model A Day.
Rain date will be on Sept. 28th.
November 8 – Knoxville Veterans Parade

New Business:
President Bob announced that MAFFI was offering a free recognition brick for the club signing up three new members.
The quota was met and application made for the brick. (Ed. See page 8.)
Bob asked if there was interest in setting up the ability to pay dues on-line through the website. There was scant interest
expressed.
50/50 Drawing – Frank Trent won the 50/50 drawing and donated the money to the Pasadena School.
The meeting was adjourned.

The next meeting will be April 20th at Shoney's, 4032 North Broadway
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2019 Safety & Reliability Event
by Vic Varady

T

he event will be held on Saturday, April 13 from about 9:00 until we are done. In last month's Rumble Seat Reviewer I
outlined what I think would be a good theme for the event – the Model A Brake System. I am gathering some parts and
writing an outline for the presentation. If anyone wants to bring items for discussion, please do so.
Many of you have attended this yearly event before but some of you have not. The club will provide coffee and sweet rolls
in the morning. If anyone has something special to share with the coffee, please bring it. For lunch the club will provide
sandwiches, soft drinks, chips and sides. It will not be necessary for anyone to bring anything except chocolate chip cookies. This
will be a little different because Linda is scheduled to get a replacement hip approximately a week before the event. I do not
expect her to go up and down the stairs much that day. I expect that we will get several long Subway sandwiches to share.
Please call and let us know who will be attending – 865-983-5515. This is a good event for recruiting. Bring a friend who is
interested in the Model A cars and who might be interested in joining the club. We live at 3902 Fieldview Road, Maryville near
Heritage High School. If anyone needs directions, please call.
If you want to bring your car on a trailer – that is OK. We have room next to the driveway and can get it running or running
better if necessary. We are looking forward to seeing as many cars and people as possible.

(Tower Tour Continued from page 3)

By this time it was one pm and about half the group headed down to a new restaurant, Jaboni's Pizzeria
in Maryville. They had been open less than a week at this point, but we were all very impressed with their
Italian cuisine, including some true NYC style pizza.
This tour presented a new problem for me. Our '30 coupe got "new" company in the garage just two
days before the event. My Grandpa's '31 Roadster joined it there. I had a decision to make. Which car do I
take to the tower?! Thankfully my Dad was still in town after trailering the Roadster from Colorado and
the perfect solution was easy – drive both cars!

We had such a great time with the club, as always!
Thank you to everyone who came and made it such a fun event!"
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN MODEL A CLUB
Tour to:
National Cornbread Festival – 2019
South Pittsburg, Tennessee
APRIL 26TH, 27TH & 28TH – (FRI, SAT & SUN)
“It’s the journey, not the destination!”

FRIDAY - Depart from Lenoir City Weigel’s at Intersection of Hwy 70 & Hwy 321; I-75 Exit 81. (Same
place where we met for the solar eclipse).
Some different county roads routing to Kimball, TN with stops along the way featuring the Cherokee Trail
of Tears Memorial near Dayton.
Lunch is being planned at the historic Dutch Maid Bakery & Café in Tracy City, TN. (145 miles)
trippers may want to dine at the Cookie Jar Café then head back to Knoxville. (110 miles one way)

Day

Two more exciting stops after lunch will be Grundy Lakes State Park and Foster Falls. (20 miles)
Lodging in Kimball, TN: We have 10 rooms blocked off for “Smoky Mountain Club” at the Super 8
Motel in Kimball for $77.00 + tax. Make your own reservation by calling 423-837-7185 no later than March
25th.
SATURDAY will be a day at the festival which runs from 9:00 am – 6:00 pm.
General admission to all day Music; Crafts and Food booths 9:00 am – 6:00 pm; $7
5K walk - $25.00 Saturday 8:00 am – (Admission $7; Cornbread Alley $5; Tee shirt $15)
11:00 am: There will be an optional morning driving tour of South Pittsburg Mountain Road to
Russell Cave National Monument and ending at the festival. (25 mile round trip)
Classic Car Cruise – In at the Dixie Freeze; 10 am – 7 pm; FREE

Parking

Cornbread Alley / Cornbread cook –off; $5
Trolley Car Tour of Historic South Pittsburg; $7
Lodge Foundry Tour and factory store – FREE
SUNDAY we’ll return to Knoxville on more back roads with a stop for lunch at ?????
Please let Randy Schwerdt know by email (randyvicki@gmail.com) or calling 865-657-9263

For more information go to: www.nationalcornbread.com
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From a post on Ford Barn dated 5 Mar 2019
https://www.fordbarn.com/forum/

Club News

Pasadena High School Model A Club
We have the first Model A Ford Club in the
MAFCA Chapters within our Pasadena High School.
To support our efforts we are raffling off our
project car, a 1929 Roadster. Each Contribution of
$100.00 will receive one raffle entry ticket to win this
car. Pulling the winning ticket is set for April 20th at
the High School Auditorium at a concert. You do not
have to be present to win.
Our students are learning how to use tools,
dismantle and put back together the Model A.
Please send your contribution, which is tax
deductible to PHSMAFC , 1968 Lake Ave, Altadena
CA. 91001; please include a stamped self addressed
envelope. Include your phone number and email
address
You may also use your credit card and call (626
375 1367), ask for Wilbert Smith who will be able to
take your information and send you a ticket for your
contribution.
This is my first post here and I hope you can see
our photos with our students at work. We need your
support. I should also let you know we will accept any
donation, we think this is a worth while project to show
teenagers our hobby, so one day they might join us.
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Windsor House ruins near
Natchez, Mississippi

FOR SALE or WANTED

Somewhere along the

Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•

•
•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 16" Wheels $350.00
per set; (5) 4" by 17" Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17"
Kelsey Hayes wheel $100.00. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938
-0204 or (865)-643-0924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style
heater (used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill
Snyder (865) 365-1029.
FOR SALE 1931 Model ‘A’ Coupe, completely rebuilt from
the frame up. It has the rumble seat and two (2) fender-mount
spare tires! Trunk Rack with Trunk. Asking $15,000…For
information, call 865-803-3697.

The Rumble Seat Reviewer April 2019

Natchez Trace

•

•

•

For Sale: 1930 2-Door completely disassembled, for sale at
best offer. The car is located in Oak Ridge. Contact Dick
Lorenz who can arrange for you to see the car and meet the
owner.. Contact me at ralorenz@comcast.net, or phone me at
(865) 435-4769.
For Sale: 1930 2-Door sedan, brown and black, older
restoration, runs great, LeBaron-Bonney interior, all systems
work well, driven often, a great car to own as a driver,
$13,500. Contact Art Fensod (865) 408-0525
For Sale: Complete direction signal set, 6 volt, with all
attachments for a Model A Ford, $45. Contact Art Fensod
(865) 408-0525 .
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MEETING NOTICE
2019 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 938-0204
Secretary:

Bob Helsel

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

John Baxter

Bill Snyder

April 20th 2019
Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

Shirley Webber

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm
Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Saturday

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

