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Presidents Column–Driving "Ole Blackie"
By Bob Helsel

T

he way it’s been raining in February and so far in March, I am afraid of what April may have in store for us. As
an optimist, let’s hope we’ve got most of the “April Showers” in the rear view mirror.

On the twentieth of this month, I’m looking forward to the McGhee Tyson airport tower tour, brought to you by our
own resident air traffic controller extraordinaire, Kelly Naber. See details elsewhere in the RSR. Final details will be
updated at the March meeting at Shoney’s.
Randy Schwerdt, Steve Wickizer and I are getting “geared” up for the Natchez Chase tour with the South Eastern
Touring Group (MAFCA) at the beginning of April. We are modifying the last days of the tour to visit some places that
might be future sites for our club to visit.
The tour and event schedule is filling out and we still may even add some short (swift) tours to liven things up even
further. We are in the early planning stages for the trip to Parrottsville with our club members, Larry and Betty LaPatka,
who have graciously offered their lovely farm for a late summer to early fall outing. We are currently looking at the 21 st
of September for this event with a rain day of the 28th. I’m looking for “Volunteers” to help plan and organize this event
to make it a great outing for our club. More details about this event are in last months column. Contact me or Steve
Wickizer if you can help with this event.
At our last meeting, I mentioned Dennis Havner and his medical condition following a stroke. I talked to his wife
and he is currently home and getting occupational and physical therapy as part of his rehabilitation. His most pressing
concern is working on his speech recovery, which will take some time and precludes phone calls and such. Dennis,
although not a current member of our club, has been very supportive of our membership with advice and parts to keep
our cars up and running down the road. I offered my help, as well as our clubs assistance, if we can help him in any
way.

My mid `30 coupe (Ole Blackie) is healthy and I’m working on refurbishing side windows and door latches to make
touring safer and more enjoyable. Rattling doors and windows drive me crazy, and, yes I know that’s a short trip.
As you recall, Steve Wickizer has become our Tour Director/Coordinator. He accepted the challenge
enthusiastically as I knew he would. So please send him your ideas and suggestions as well as lend your support and
man power to make our club events outstanding.

Our club meeting is Mar 16th , at the usual Place, Shoney’s (4032 N. Broadway)
Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..
Stay Tuned for more on Driving “Ole Blackie”

2019
COMING EVENTS
THE FOLLOWING ARE TENTATIVE EVENTS FOR 2019

March Events
•

Wednesday March 20th. Visit Air Traffic Control Facilities at McGhee Tyson Airbase. See page 5.

•

Any Ideas? Bring them to the March meeting.

April Events
•

Saturday April 13th Safety and Reliability Inspection at Varady’s Busted Knuckles Garage. See page 5.

•

Friday - Sunday April 26th - 28th National Cornbread Festival at South Pittsburgh, Tennessee. See page 6.
May Events

•

Saturday May 11th Annual Club Picnic at the Cove at Concord Park. 10:00 am until 3:00 pm.
June Events

•

Saturday June 8th Rugby Classic Auto Show & Street Fair. See page 7.

July, August, September, October Events
•

Saturday August 17th Tour to “Missing Link” of Foothills Parkway and picnic in the Great Smoky Mountain
National Park at Metcalf Bottoms picnic area.
November Events

•

Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville.
December Events

•

Annual Christmas Party
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February Meeting Minutes
By Linda Varady
The February meeting of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club was called to order at 6:30 PM on February 16th by
President Bob Helsel at Shoney's on N. Broadway, Knoxville.
The February minutes, as reported in the RSR, were approved by acclamation. The treasurer's report was also approved in
Shirley Webber's absence.
Hodge Walker introduced Kevin and Kim Large. Kim is Hodge Walker’s daughter. They joined SMMAC and were
welcomed as new members.
Sunshine Report:
It was with great sadness that President Helsel reported the death of former Treasurer Jerry Gilpin; just 6 weeks after the
passing of his wife, Joyce. At the family’s request a donation to MAFFI has been made in their names in lieu of flowers. In
better news, Dennis Havner is recovering from his recent illness.
Old Business:
This year’s SMMAC’s 2019 Officers and Board of Director's were introduced.
President Helsel requested that all members try to access the Club's website and update their information. He stressed the
importance of members having access to email as the Club is hoping for several “pop up events” (short notice) and the most
efficient means of notifying our members will be through e-mail.
Upcoming events:
This year's Tour Director, Steve Wickizer was on assignment in Florida this week but he has requested members send him
ideas and input for events.
Plans for this year include:
•

A tour of McGhee Tyson airport tower with Kelly Naber is planned with date and time to be determined.

•

Safety & Reliability Check at Vic Varady's garage on April 13th

•

Tour to South Pittsburg, Tennessee for the Cornbread Festival on April 26th, 27th and 28th (FRI, SAT, & SUN)

•

Picnic at the Cove on May 11th from 10:00 till 3:00

•

Rugby Car Show on Saturday June 8th

•

Tour of the Missing Link of the Foothills Parkway and picnic at Metcalf Bottoms in the GSMNP on August 17th

•

A picnic and tour sponsored by Larry and Betty LaPatka in September in conjunction with International Model A
Day.

New business:
A purchase of raffle tickets for Model A Engine was approved, with profits going to Pasadena High School. This is
MAFCA sponsored.
Randy Schwerdt passed out detailed agenda for the proposed Cornbread Festival Tour. [Note: Details on page 6]
There was no 50/50 drawing this month and the meeting was adjourned at 6:52 PM.

The next meeting will be March 16th at Shoney's, 4032 North Broadway
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Greetings all,
I received an email with pictures from Larry LaPatka. I called him on the phone and he's very interested
in the club coming up to his farm for an event. The pictures look great and it would be a great trip for our
club. The distance from West Knoxville is about 75 miles. A good rally point would be the Comcast center
where we've met for several trips (i.e., Bush's Bean Factory tours).
I think it would be just a matter of deciding when and whether we would link it up with something
else. For example going on and spending the night in Greeneville or Jonesboro and doing something
else...Car museum in Greeneville or lots of historical stuff in Jonesboro, TN's oldest city (FYI Dandridge is
the 2nd oldest and Parrottsville is the 3rd oldest).
So send me your thoughts and ideas as well as some dates. I was thinking the end of May or early
June???
Bob (Helsel)
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H

ave you ever visited an airport control tower?

That’s what Smoky Mountain Model A Club is going to do on Wednesday March 20th. We will be
limited to 16 individuals and we will visit the radar room and control room (cab) in two groups. Our member, Kelly
Naber, we be our host and lead one of the groups.
We will need to contact Kelly with the names of people wanting to participate, type of car and color. This is
to facilitate getting on McGhee Tyson Airbase where the Tower is located. She prefers email contact, which is
knaber0902@gmail.com. If you can’t do that she can be reached at (865) 617-0729. If we have more wanting to go
than slots we will do another tour later in the year, perhaps on a different day of the week.

We will leave as a group from the Dollar General Store parking lot at 11:00 a.m. The Dollar General is located
just off the Pellissippi Parkway (I-140) at 1755 Topside Road, Louisville, TN. We will travel a back road over to the
field to stay off Alcoa Hwy.
After the tour we can go to lunch as a group or individually or not at all. Kelly is looking for a spot we can go as
a group if there is enough interest.
Looking forward to a great and informative trip.

2019 Safety & Reliability Event
by Vic Varady

T

he event will be held on Saturday, April 13 from about 9:00 until we are done. In last month's Rumble Seat Reviewer I
outlined what I think would be a good theme for the event – the Model A Brake System. I am gathering some parts and
writing an outline for the presentation. If anyone wants to bring items for discussion, please do so.
Many of you have attended this yearly event before but some of you have not. The club will provide coffee and sweet rolls in
the morning. If anyone has something special to share with the coffee, please bring it. For lunch the club will provide sandwiches,
soft drinks, chips and sides. It will not be necessary for anyone to bring anything except chocolate chip cookies. This will be a little
different because Linda is scheduled to get a replacement hip approximately a week before the event. I do not expect her to go up
and down the stairs much that day. I expect that we will get several long Subway sandwiches to share.
Please call and let us know who will be attending – 865-983-5515. This is a good event for recruiting. Bring a friend who is
interested in the Model A cars and who might be interested in joining the club. We live at 3902 Fieldview Road, Maryville near
Heritage High School. If anyone needs directions, please call.
If you want to bring your car on a trailer – that is OK. We have room next to the driveway and can get it running or running
better if necessary. We are looking forward to seeing as many cars and people as possible.
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN MODEL A CLUB
Tour to:
National Cornbread Festival – 2019
South Pittsburg, Tennessee
APRIL 26TH, 27TH & 28TH – (FRI, SAT & SUN)
“It’s the journey, not the destination!”

FRIDAY - Depart from Lenoir City Weigel’s at Intersection of Hwy 70 & Hwy 321; I-75 Exit 81. (Same
place where we met for the solar eclipse).
Some different county roads routing to Kimball, TN with stops along the way featuring the Cherokee Trail
of Tears Memorial near Dayton.
Lunch is being planned at the historic Dutch Maid Bakery & Café in Tracy City, TN. (145 miles)
trippers may want to dine at the Cookie Jar Café then head back to Knoxville. (110 miles one way)

Day

Two more exciting stops after lunch will be Grundy Lakes State Park and Foster Falls. (20 miles)
Lodging in Kimball, TN: We have 10 rooms blocked off for “Smoky Mountain Club” at the Super 8
Motel in Kimball for $77.00 + tax. Make your own reservation by calling 423-837-7185 no later than March
25th.
SATURDAY will be a day at the festival which runs from 9:00 am – 6:00 pm.
General admission to all day Music; Crafts and Food booths 9:00 am – 6:00 pm; $7
5K walk - $25.00 Saturday 8:00 am – (Admission $7; Cornbread Alley $5; Tee shirt $15)
11:00 am: There will be an optional morning driving tour of South Pittsburg Mountain Road to
Russell Cave National Monument and ending at the festival. (25 mile round trip)
Classic Car Cruise – In at the Dixie Freeze; 10 am – 7 pm; FREE

Parking

Cornbread Alley / Cornbread cook –off; $5
Trolley Car Tour of Historic South Pittsburg; $7
Lodge Foundry Tour and factory store – FREE
SUNDAY we’ll return to Knoxville on more back roads with a stop for lunch at ?????
Please let Randy Schwerdt know by email (randyvicki@gmail.com) or calling 865-657-9263

For more information go to: www.nationalcornbread.com
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Club News

W

e’re continually trying to improve the Rumble Seat Reviewer content and we could really use your help.
Some of the most interesting and well-received articles over the years have been those submitted by you,
the readers and club members.
Some suggestions for articles are:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How I became interested in the Model ‘A’ hobby.
Adventures, travels, people I have met through my Model ‘A’.
Remembrances of family– or friend-owned Model ‘A’s from my childhood.
How I acquired my presently owned Model ‘A’ or Model ‘A’s.
Current (or past) Model ‘A’ projects.
Model ‘A’ problems and how I fixed them.
Shared information about Model ‘A’ operation, maintenance or repair.
Questions about Model ‘A’ operation, maintenance or repair.
Technical tips or “how-to’s” related to the Model ‘A’.

Please send me a short article about your experience with the Model ‘A’, whether it came early in your life or
later. Don’t be worried by the “I-can’t-write-syndrome,” just jot down a few words as you would tell your best friend or
favorite grandchild and get it to me. I will edit and type it and get your approval before publishing it in an upcoming
issue of the Rumble Seat Reviewer.
Thanks for all your help with previous issues of the Rumble Seat Reviewer, and thanks in advance for all your
anticipated help in the future. It has been a lot of fun editing, with your help, this club publication over the years.
Maybe I should write an article about that
sometime!!
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•
•

•
•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.
FOR SALE New Glass for Model A Coupe. Six-piece glass
set for coupe. $250. Contact J. P. Robinson at (865) 8821839.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 16" Wheels $350.00
per set; (5) 4" by 17" Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17"
Kelsey Hayes wheel $100.00. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938
-0204 or (865)-643-0924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style
heater (used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill
Snyder (865) 365-1029.
FOR SALE 1931 Model ‘A’ Coupe, completely rebuilt from
the frame up. It has the rumble seat and two (2) fender-mount
spare tires! Trunk Rack with Trunk. Asking $15,000…For
information, call 865-803-3697.
For Sale: 1930 2-Door completely disassembled, for sale at
best offer. The car is located in Oak Ridge. Contact Dick
Lorenz who can arrange for you to see the car and meet the
owner.. Contact me at ralorenz@comcast.net, or phone me at
865-435-4769.

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28

2019 HOUSKEEPING:
Please review your advertised items and update
them or remove them if they are no longer
appropriate.
Thanks!

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 906315515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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MEETING NOTICE
2019 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 938-0204
Secretary:

Bob Helsel

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

John Baxter

Bill Snyder

March 17th 2019
Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

Shirley Webber

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm
Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Saturday

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

