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Tours & Events 2019
See inside for more about exciting 2019 Model A activities. . . .

•

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

T

he Super Bowl is history and Valentine’s Day is fast approaching. Where
has the time gone? The ground hog (Punxsutawney Phil) didn’t see his
shadow so hopefully good Model A driving weather is just around the corner.

I’m excited about the events we have in the planning stages so far. Our club members, Larry and Betty La Patka,
have invited the club to the Parrottsville area to their lovely farm for a picnic and touring in the area. They have an
abundance of good roads for driving Model A’s. They have several Model T trucks and a Model A pick up. A large
collection of neon signs from days gone by are waiting to be turned on for us to see. He also mentioned that they have a
man-made lake which is full of fish for catching.
We had our first meeting of the year and despite the heavy rain we had a great turn out. So plan on attending this
month’s meeting at Shoney’s on N. Broadway. We need to get lots of input for the upcoming events..
My mid ‘30 coupe (Ole Blackie) is healthy and back on the road again thanks in no small way to Randy Schwerdt’s
work and my annoying incessant question asking. She is now sporting a straight front axle and good standard brakes all
around. The transmission is reconditioned. In the process of doing that, I learned a lot about rebuilding shift towers
from Steve Mitchell. Since her main use is for touring, a new Mitchell overdrive is in the drive train. Vic Varady helped
me find a 4.11:1 ring and pinion gear which was installed, since during the OD installation, a damaged 3.78:1 ring and
pinion was found. No good deed goes unpunished. John Baxter and Randy got the rear end transformation
accomplished. The good news is, that on checking compression, I realized I had a high compression head. Each
cylinder was reading close to 90 psi! She really drives well and the problem of jumping out of 2nd gear seems to have
been cured with the shift tower rebuild (the shift lever ball was square). I like the 4:11 and Mitchell OD combination so
far. I’m looking forward to getting her on the road for some Model A adventures.
As you recall, if you were at the January meeting, we nominated and elected Steve Wickizer [in absentia] to be the
Tour Director/Coordinator. He accepted the challenge graciously and enthusiastically as I knew he would. So please let
him know your ideas and suggestions as well as lend your support and man power to make our events happen.
Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..

Stay Tuned for the upcoming “Driving Ole Blackie.”

2019
COMING EVENTS
THE FOLLOWING ARE TENTATIVE EVENTS FOR 2019

March Events
•

Any Ideas? Bring them to the February meeting.
April Events

•

Saturday April 13th Safety and Reliability Inspection at Varady’s Busted Knuckles Garage. See page 5.

•

Friday - Sunday April 26th - 28th National Cornbread Festival at South Pittsburgh, Tennessee. See page 6.
May Events

•

Saturday May 11th Annual Club Picnic at the Cove at Concord Park. 10:00 am until 3:00 pm.
June Events

•

Tour to “Missing Link” of Foothills Parkway and picnic in the Great Smoky Mountain National Park at
Metcalf Bottom

•

Saturday June 8th Rugby Classic Auto Show & Street Fair. See page 7.

July, August, September, October Events

November Events
•

Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville.
December Events

•

Annual Christmas Party
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January Meeting Minutes
By Carol Baxter

T

he January meeting of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club was called to order at 6:30 pm on January 16
by President Bob Helsel at Shoney’s on N. Broadway, Knoxville.

Guests and New Members:
John and Carol Baxter brought their son, Greg as a guest. Greg is well-acquainted with many members.
Members Report:

The Club lost two members this month: Joyce Gilpin and Tommy Ethridge’s wife Sharon.
It was reported that George Jones is out of the hospital.
Old Business:
The minutes from the December meeting were approved as written in the December Newsletter. The
Treasurer’s Report was also approved as written.
The feedback for the December meeting was that the earlier time was better.
Upcoming Events:
•

Mar/Apr Annual Safety Reliability Check. Suggestions for a seminar are encouraged.

•

May 11: Annual club picnic at the Cove as usual 10:00 to3:00pm. Volunteer cooks are needed,

•

August 17 “Missing Link” tour and picnic at Metcalf Bottoms in the GSMNP.

•

Possible Mar/Apr Swift tour

•

June 8: Rugby Day – John Hicks handed out flyers/posters for the event

New Business:
President Helsel reported that the club needed a new tour director (salary is negotiable). Steve Wickizer was
nominated and unanimously approved for the position. [Note: Steve later graciously accepted this honor.]
The next meeting will be on February 16th. Former members need to have dues paid by January 31st.
Show and Tell:
Bob Wyrick showed the group a Zenith carburetor belonging to D.D. Davis that had been modified with a
machined internal air passage so that an air filter could be used.
D.D will run some road-tests with this carb and report on its performance at a later meeting.

The next meeting will be at Shoney's on N. Broadway on February 19, 2019.
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Welcome New Tour Director

Club News
tephen Wickizer has accepted the position of Tour Director for the
2019 touring season. Steve is a very energetic, active, relatively
new-comer to the Model A community who has enthusiastically embraced the
Smoky Mountain Model A Club and proven to be one of the more active participants in all things Model A.

S

If you see a black 1931 Tudor on area streets and roads at any time, there’s a good chance that Steve is
behind the wheel!
Steve has sought out a lot of interesting tours and events for this year and asks that you contact him
about the Model A-related activities that you would like to see us participate in.
Let’s all encourage Steve in his new position and help him to help us make this the best Model A year
ever.
Thank you Steve!

Karen & Mo at Ford’s Garage
How much oil does your ’A’ use?
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Looks delicious!
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2019 Safety and Reliability Event
by Vic Varady

For the 2019 Safety and Reliability event I would like to have a seminar on the Model A brake system.
Last year we had Bob Wyrick give a seminar on carburetors and it was a success with a lot of information shared.
Over the last year a few questions have been brought up and the structure of a brake seminar began to take shape. Following is
an outline of what I could cover. If there are additional items that would be of interest, please bring them to my attention. Different
pieces will be available for inspection.
•

Theory of brakes – dissipation of energy

•

Cast iron vs. pressed steel brake drums

•

Swaging hubs to drums

•

Brake Shoes – materials

•

Brake Floaters – why and what is available

•

Adjusting brakes – methods

I look forward to sharing my thoughts and hearing your questions. Other members will be at this event and they would be
available to provide their thoughts. If you have a favorite brake parts vendor, please let us know your experience with them.
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN MODEL A CLUB
Tour to:
National Cornbread Festival – 2019
South Pittsburg, Tennessee
APRIL 26TH, 27TH & 28TH – (FRI, SAT & SUN)
“It’s the journey, not the destination!”

T

his year’s tour will depart from Lenoir City, TN on Friday the
26th of April and feature a selection of a several new back roads
to Kimball, TN for our overnight stay. We’ll stop for lunch at the Cookie
Jar Café near Dunlap, TN. Those wishing to make it a day trip can return
to Knoxville after lunch. The rest of us will continue via more back roads
to our destination hotel, the Super 8 in Kimball.
Saturday will be a day at the festival which runs from 9:00 am – 6:00
pm with several different things to do. There will be an optional morning
driving tour of South Pittsburg Mountain Road to Russell Cave National Monument and back to the festival. We’ll do a
short historic tour of South Pittsburg and then park the cars at the Dixie Freeze for their Classic Car Cruise-in. You will
also have the option to stop at the Lodge factory for a free tour and purchase items at their factory store. Lunch will be
on your own with Cornbread Alley being a good place to start. We’ll probably hang out at the cruise-in after checking
out all festival booths with returning to the hotel at your discretion. Dinner will be at a local eatery in Kimball.
Sunday we’ll return to Knoxville on more back roads with a stop for lunch at a mystery location.

Event features:
•

5K run/walk - $25.00 Saturday 8:00 am (Includes Admission $7; Cornbread Alley $5; Tee shirt)

•

General admission to all day Music; Crafts and Food booths 9:00 am – 6:00 pm; $7

•

Cornbread Alley / Cornbread cook –off; $5

•

Trolley Car Tour of Historic South Pittsburg; $7

•

Lodge Foundry Tour – FREE

•

Classic Car Cruise –In at the Dixie Freeze; 10 am – 7 pm; FREE Parking

For more information go to: www.nationalcornbread.com
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Greetings all,
I received an email with pictures from Larry LaPatka. I called him on the phone and he's very interested
in the club coming up to his farm for an event. The pictures look great and it would be a great trip for our
club. The distance from West Knoxville is about 75 miles. A good rally point would be the Comcast center
where we've met for several trips (i.e., Bush's Bean Factory tours).
I think it would be just a matter of deciding when and whether we would link it up with something
else. For example going on and spending the night in Greeneville or Jonesboro and doing something
else...Car museum in Greeneville or lots of historical stuff in Jonesboro, TN's oldest city (FYI Dandridge is
the 2nd oldest and Parrottsville is the 3rd oldest).
So send me your thoughts and ideas as well as some dates. I was thinking the end of May or early
June???
Bob (Helsel)
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•
•

•
•

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.
FOR SALE New Glass for Model A Coupe. Six-piece glass
set for coupe. $250. Contact J. P. Robinson at (865) 8821839.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 16" Wheels $350.00
per set; (5) 4" by 17" Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17"
Kelsey Hayes wheel $100.00. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938
-0204 or (865)-643-0924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style
heater (used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill
Snyder (865) 365-1029.
FOR SALE 1931 Model ‘A’ Coupe, completely rebuilt from
the frame up. It has the rumble seat and two (2) fender-mount
spare tires! Trunk Rack with Trunk. Asking $15,000…For
information, call 865-803-3697.
For Sale: 1930 2-Door completely disassembled, for sale at
best offer. The car is located in Oak Ridge. Contact Dick
Lorenz who can arrange for you to see the car and meet the
owner.. Contact me at ralorenz@comcast.net, or phone me at
865-435-4769.

Join and support these organizations
promoting the Model A hobby.
The Model A Ford Foundation. Inc. (MAFFI)
MAFFI
P.O. Box 28

2019 HOUSKEEPING:
Please review your advertised items and update
them or remove them if they are no longer
appropriate.
Thanks!

Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
250 South Cypress, La Habra CA 906315515
(562) 697-2712 Monday through Friday,

Model ‘A’ Restorers Club (MARC )
6721 Merriman, Garden City MI 48135
(734) 427-9050 office (734) 427-9054 fax
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MEETING NOTICE
2019 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 938-0204
Secretary:

Bob Helsel

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

John Baxter

Bill Snyder

February 16th 2019
Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

Shirley Webber

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm
Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director:

Steve Wickizer

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Saturday

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

