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Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

H

appy New Year to all you great Smoky Mountain Model A’ers. Wow, it’s 2019! It seems like the millennium
just happened, and then I realize what all has transpired and suddenly it’s real again. It’s now just occurred to
me that Ms. Daisy is going to be 90 years old this year, but don’t let her know I told you. What a tribute to old Henry
and his Lady, that he made out of Tin Lizzie!
We all had a great Christmas party and having it in the early afternoon seemed to be the way to go. I know a lot of
people were going on to other parties that evening. Thanks to all who helped make it a success, especially Linda Varady,
Carol Baxter and my commander who got us organized and off to a great start. Thanks also to those who stayed around
and helped us restore order to the place for the next day’s Sunday services.
It’s time to start thinking about activities for next year and what we want to do as a club. Linda Varady has reserved
a pavilion at Metcalf Bottoms for June of this year to have another picnic after we drive the recently opened 1.6 mile
missing link section the western end of the Foothills Parkway from Wallen to Wears Valley. We’ll need help in making
this a great event, so plan on being a helper and not a tag-a-long.
We need your input and help in organizing more tours for the upcoming year. Remember this is your club and we all
need to pull together, as things don’t just happen on their own. Hopefully we can do more spur of the moment drives/
tours (Swift events) to get us out driving those A’s. They’re like man’s best friend, and they need to be exercised.
In closing, please reach out to Jerry Gilpin and Tommy Ethridge who lost their loving spouses, Joyce and Sharon,
just recently. They need our support to help them through these difficult times ahead. Thanks Randy and Vicki
Schwerdt who got their Model A there Wednesday morning for Joyce’s burial service.
Looking forward to getting this year off to a great start, so I’ll plan on seeing you at the January meeting.
Our club meeting is Jan 17th, at the usual Place, Shoney’s (4032 N. Broadway)
Keep America Beautiful….Drive Your Model A..

Stay Tuned for the upcoming “Driving Ole Blackie.”

COMING EVENTS

O

ver the Holidays and cold, dreary days of winter, be thinking about all the exciting Model ‘A’
adventures you would like to see the club share in the upcoming New Year.

The rapidly approaching January meeting is the time that we traditionally begin thinking about the
tours, events, and activities that we would like to be a part of in the coming year.
Thought is already being given to some of the events that seem to have become “standard practice” to
current members, such as the annual Spring Safety & Reliability Inspection at Vic’s shop, the picnic at the
Cove at Concord Park, and the traditional Christmas season party among others.
How about some of you “newer members” coming up with some new and exciting events that you
would like to see happen!
Stretch your imagination and bring your suggestions to the January meeting.

THE FOLLOWING ARE TENTATIVE EVENTS FOR 2019

April Events
Safety and Reliability Inspection at Varady’s Busted Knuckles Garage.
May Events
Annual Club picnic at the Cove at Concord Park.
June Events
Tour to “Missing Link” of Foothills Parkway and picnic in the Great Smoky Mountain National Park at Metcalf Bottoms.

November Events
Veterans Day Parade in Knoxville.

December Events
Annual Christmas Party
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Steering Problems
By Vic Varady

I

was experiencing wandering with my Tudor on straight roads. It seemed more problematic at night than
during the day. I had replaced the steering column and the steering balls several years ago but never checked
the roundness of the ball on the wishbone. The vendors sell replacement balls but it is a major project to remove the
wishbone and I just wanted to look at it. Then I had second thoughts and put this inspection aside.
I thought it could be that the “toe-in” was out of specification and that was fairly easy to inspect. In the past I
have used a string method but have never been satisfied with it's accuracy. I took a thin piece of hardwood and drilled
a few holes in it for small drill bits. It worked but I was also not satisfied with the ease of use, or accuracy of the
wood stick.
When I checked my Tudor I found that instead of the specified 1/16 ± 1/32 -inch toe-in, it showed approximately ½
-inch toe-out. When driving, as the car’s weight shifted to the right, the car steered to the right. Same as the weight
shift to the left. Short story – It was fairly easy to adjust the alignment with two 9/16 - inch wrenches, a pliers to
remove the cotter keys, and a small pipe wrench to turn the tie rod.
To do the checking and adjusting I fabricated a tool from common hardware items; I bought or had the
following:
•

Six-foot-long 3/8-16 all-thread rod

•

(3)

•

(2) 1/4 -20 hex bolts approximately 1½ in long with full length threads

•

(2) 1/4 -20 hex nuts

•

(6) 3/8 -16 hex nuts

•

(1) 3/8 -16 hanger bolt

3

/8 -16 connectors

I drilled and tapped holes in two of the connectors for the ¼ -inch bolts. I cut the heads off the ¼ -inch bolts and
ground the tops to a flat cone. I installed a nut on each of the bolts and installed the ¼ -inch bolts into the two
connectors with the holes using the nuts to keep the bolts from rotating. I installed the connectors onto each side of
the all-thread using nuts on each side to keep the connectors from rotating. I cut off some of the all-thread to shorten
it to the correct length of the car's track. I installed another connector on the end of the all-thread with nuts on each
side to give me an easy way to hang it up out of the way. You could use two 3 foot lengths of all-thread instead of a 6
foot piece but this would require another connector and two more nuts. The whole project took a few hours and cost
less than $20. The tool will be available for anyone who wants to check their car's alignment at the Safety and
Reliability Inspection this Spring.
This is a two person job. Put the ¼ -inch bolts with the points into
one of the tread grooves on the tire and the same groove on the
opposite tire. One complete turn of the connector equals 1/16 of an
inch movement in the length of the rod. The specified measurement
is to be taken at the midpoint of the wheel. This is easy at the front
of the wheel but is difficult at the back because of the engine pan
and wishbone. It will be fairly accurate if both measurements are
taken at the same height.
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Club News

If you have not paid your 2019 dues by
January 31st. . .
This is your final copy of

The Rumble Seat Reviewer

December Meeting Minutes
By Linda Varady

P

resident Bob Helsel called the December meeting of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club to order at 12:05
PM on December 15, 2018 postponing the Christmas Party festivities. The meeting was held at the
Fountain City Presbyterian Church.
The November minutes were approved, as presented in the newsletter, by acclamation.

The treasurer's report was also approved by acclamation.
President Helsel gave a wellness report on some of our members, expressing regret that they were unable to
attend the meeting/Christmas party.
He then introduced the 2019 officers and board. Officers are President Bob Helsel, Vice President Bill Snyder,
Treasure Shirley Webber. There was no Secretary elected. The board members are Charlie Currier, Frank Trent and
Ben Webber. He requested that someone step up and volunteer to fill the office of Secretary. After an extended
silence, Carol Baxter and Linda Varady locked arms, stepped forward and volunteered to share the duties of the
office. President accepted their offer and thanked them.
The meeting was then adjourned and we got back to the real reason we were gathered; to PARTY!

The next meeting will be at Shoney's on N. Broadway on January 19, 2019.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•
•
•

•
•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.
FOR SALE New Glass for Model A Coupe. Six-piece glass
set for coupe. $250. Contact J. P. Robinson at (865) 8821839.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 16" Wheels $350.00
per set; (5) 4" by 17" Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17"
Kelsey Hayes wheel $100.00. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938
-0204 or (865)-643-0924
FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style
heater (used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill
Snyder (865) 365-1029.
FOR SALE 1931 Model ‘A’ Coupe, completely rebuilt from
the frame up. It has the rumble seat and two (2) fender-mount
spare tires! Trunk Rack with Trunk. Asking $15,000…For
information, call 865-803-3697.

2019 HOUSKEEPING:
Please review your advertised items and update
them or remove them if they are no longer
appropriate.
Thanks!
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MEETING NOTICE
2019 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 938-0204
Secretary:

Bob Helsel

Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

John Baxter

Bill Snyder

January 19th 2019
Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

Shirley Webber

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm
Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

None

DISCLAIMER

Board of Directors
2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

2019 & 2020
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Tour Director:

Victor Varady

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Saturday

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

