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Happy Holidays, Peace on Earth, Good Will to All

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

I

t’s hard to believe that this year is almost over and Christmas is upon us. I’m looking forward to our annual party
and all the good things to try out.

We’re doing the “Dirty Santa” again led by the Chief Elf, Susannah Morgan. Remember to bring a wrapped present
(of $10-15 value) for each participant. Also remember it’s in the afternoon and not at night as before. Hopefully this
will allow more people to attend who don’t like to get out at night. It will also free up the evening for other parties, as
Saturdays in December seems to be the time everyone wants to hold their Christmas parties.
We were asked to fill in for the Corvette club in the Karns Christmas Parade. It will be over by the time you read
this, so I will fill you in at the December event. Thanks to Shirley Webber for making this happen. Thanks in advance to
those coupe/roadster members who agreed to help out in short notice. It was originally scheduled for Saturday the 1st but
got rained out so we had time to pull it off. Hopefully, we won’t get rained out again.
It’s time to start thinking about activities for next year and what we want to do as a club. We need your input and
help in organizing the tours. Remember this is your club and we all need to pull together, as things don’t just happen on
their own. Hopefully, we can do more spur-of-the-moment drives/tours (Swift events) to get us out driving those A’s.
They are like man’s best friend and need to be exercised.
In closing, please take time to remember our troops serving away from home at Christmas time. Keep them in your
thoughts and prayers that they have a safe and peaceful time.
Looking forward to seeing lots of you at our Christmas party. See details elsewhere in the news letter.

Annual Christmas Party is December 15th, at Fountain City Presbyterian Church
NO MEETING at Shoney’s in December.

Feeling Chilly? . . . Eat More Chili !!
The annual Smoky Mountain Model A Club Christmas Party will be on Saturday, December 15th.

This year we are moving the meal time to 1:00 pm
We will again party at the Fountain City Presbyterian Church at 500 Hotel Road, Knoxville.
Several generous elves have already taken care of providing a delicious selection of chili; side dishes and
desserts are up to you! The club will provide hot dogs, condiments, chili toppings, soft drinks and coffee.

O

ur resident Chief Elf, Susannah, will once more preside over the
“Dirty Santa” portion of the festivities.

If you want to participate in this always fun activity, please bring a
wrapped gift with a value of around $10 to $15 to be exchanged, stolen,
swapped, fought over (only kidding!) and generally
contribute to the friendly fun of the afternoon.
.
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November 2018 Meeting Minutes
By Linda Varady
The November meeting of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club was called to order at 6:31 PM on November 17th by
President Bob Helsel at Shoney's on N. Broadway, Knoxville.
There were two guests attending the meeting, Andy Ricker and his daughter Abigail who were guests of Bert Anderson.
Sunshine Report:
President Helsel reported that he had spoken with several of our members whose health he was concerned about. Earl
Fairbanks said he was doing better but Marty wasn't doing too well. Tom Christman and the Matlocks were doing well. Judy
Sexton was at the meeting but said Jimmy had had a hard week. Barb Mabry was unable to attend the meeting due to illness.
Lynn Helsel's leg is mending.
Both the Treasurers report and the October minutes, as reported in the news letter, were approved by acclamation.
Old Business:
President Helsel asked members to carefully read the MARC changes to their constitution as the changes are unclear as to
the rules for voting ‘no’ on future changes.
The club participation in the Veterans' Day Parade was greatly curtailed due to the weather, but Steve Wickizer proudly
represented us all.
Upcoming events:
The Christmas Party will be held December 15th at the Fountain City Presbyterian Church. The members in attendance
voted to change the time of the party to early afternoon in order to allow more members to drive their cars during daylight hours.
The festivities will begin at 1:00 PM. (see article in this newsletter for further details)
A schedule for several upcoming Christmas Parades was presented and members were encouraged to participate.
John Hicks reported that the Rugby Car Show will be held on June 8 th 2019. He invited us all to participate.
New business:
The slate of Officers and Board Members was presented by the nomination committee and voted on by the members
present. The Officers and the Board of Directors for 2019 will be Bob Helsel , President, Bill Snyder, Vice President, Shirley
Webber, Treasurer and Board members Charlie Currier, Frank Trent and Ben Webber. There is no nominee for Secretary and
the position remains unfilled.
Show and Tell:
Judy Sexton displayed a painting that was done by a former Brushy Mountain Prison inmate and has been in her family for
years. Gary Steadman shared several coasters from Model A Garage in Florida that he had visited. The whole restaurant had a
Model A theme. Joe and Sue King said that they had been there previously, and attested to the quality of their hamburgers.
The 50/50 raffle this month was won Charlie Currier. Other prizes were won by Gary Steadman, Tom Christman, Frank
Trent and Joe King. The winning tickets were expertly drawn by Abigail Ricker.
President Helsel said he had MARC raffle tickets if anyone was interested in buying any. He then adjourned at 7:10 PM.

The next meeting will be the Christmas Party on December 15th at
the Fountain City Presbyterian Church.
500 Hotel Road, Knoxville
No December meeting at Shoney's
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Foothills Parkway – Missing Link
By Vic Varady

T

he “Missing Link” officially opened to vehicle traffic on Saturday, November 10. Ken & Jean Lund
and Linda & I decided to do a “Top Down” ride on the new section on Sunday after breakfast.

Ken and Jean just acquired a '94 Cadillac Allante and it seemed like a good idea. I have a nice rabbit fur
hat and, from my days in the “frozen north,” I had a nice warm leather jacket. It was slightly above freezing
when we started, but we had a nice breakfast and it warmed up slightly.
We drove with side windows up on my BMW. There was a tremendous number of cars on the road that
had the same idea.
We saw Lou & Dallas Puma and Doug & Jean Terry driving their Model A's.
We stopped at one of the eight overlooks. The trees has dropped most of their leaves but the views were
stunning. There is some cell phone service and no other services along the road.
It will make a nice day trip in the spring.

Excerpt from “Visit My Smokies”
See more at their website :www.visitmysmokies.com/blog/smoky-mountains
“Missing Link” Along Foothills Parkway Completed After Decades-Long Wait
The Missing Link of the Foothills Parkway opened to the public on Nov. 10, 2018. It is connected by
a series of 9 bridges, and it is the first time the public can drive all 16 miles of the road since construction
of the project started in 1966.
The Foothills Parkway now has two finished sections at each end of the 72-mile corridor. It goes on
for 33 continuous miles from Chilhowee to Wears Valley on the western side, which offers a new
experience for motorists and cyclists. On the eastern side, it extends 6 miles from Cosby to I-40, offering
views of Mt. Cammerer.
Visit the Smoky Mountains to experience the “prettiest drive in America” on the Foothills Parkway!
While you’re here, try one of the many other wonderful auto tours you can enjoy in the Smoky Mountains
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O

ver the Holidays and cold, dreary days of winter, be thinking about all the exciting Model ‘A’
adventures you would like to see the club share in the upcoming New Year.

The rapidly approaching January meeting is the time that we traditionally begin thinking about the
tours, events, and activities that we would like to be a part of in the coming year.
Thought is already being given to some of the events that seem to have become “standard practice” to
current members, such as the annual Spring Safety & Reliability Inspection at Vic’s shop, the picnic at the
Cove at Concord Park, and the traditional Christmas season party among others.
How about some of you “newer members” coming up with some new and exciting events that you
would like to see happen!
Stretch your imagination and bring your suggestions to the January meeting.
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Club News

Meet Your New Club Officers at the Christmas Party.
Election for 2019 Smoky Mountain Model A Club Officers and Directors was held at the November
meeting.
The following members were elected and have generously agreed to serve in these positions, which are
vital to the club’s smooth operation:
President, Bob Helsel; Vice President, Bill Snyder; and Treasurer, Shirley Webber will continue in their
present positions for another year. Because a Club Secretary was not selected in the election, Linda Varady
and Carol Baxter have offered to alternate the secretarial duty of providing monthly meeting minutes until a
Secretary can be officially selected.
Current Board of Directors members Ken Lund, Tim Johnson, and Vic Varady, whose two-year terms
end in 2019, will be joined by Charlie Currier, Frank Trent, and Ben Webber, who will serve on the board
for 2019 and 2020.

2019 is ALMOST HERE!
Avoid the rush and pay your 2019 dues soon. . .
Dues should be paid by the end of this month, and are
delinquent at the end of January 2019.
Early paymEnt makEs thE trEasurEr’s vEry difficult
job much easier and makes it easier to get the new
club membership directory out earlier
Only 25 Bucks for a full year of family fun!
What a deal!
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.

•

FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•
•

FOR SALE New Glass for Model A Coupe. Six-piece glass
set for coupe. $250. Contact J. P. Robinson at (865) 8821839.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 16" Wheels $350.00
per set; (5) 4" by 17" Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17"
Kelsey Hayes wheel $100.00. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938
-0204 or (865)-643-0924
NEW ADs

•
•

FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style
heater (used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill
Snyder (865) 365-1029.
FOR SALE 1931 Model ‘A’ Coupe, completely rebuilt from
the frame up. It has the rumble seat and two (2) spare
tires! Trunk Rack with Trunk. Asking $15,000…For
information, call 865-803-3697.
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MEETING NOTICE
2018 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 938-0204
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 986-4868
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

December 15th 2018

500 Hotel Road, Knoxville

John Baxter
DISCLAIMER

2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Fountain City Presbyterial Church

Barbara Mabry

Board of Directors
2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Annual Christmas Party

Shirley Webber

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

