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2018 Veterans Day Parade

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

Y

es it’s November and I think I’m safe this time in saying Fall has finally arrived here in East
Tennessee. Maybe it will last longer than the calendar predicts and we will have a short winter. I’m trying to get used to
the time change, how about you? It’s always easier getting the hour back than giving it up in the Spring. Most weekends of the time
change, I would be on call and got to work an extra hour. . . . what fun; I don’t miss that!
My “new” black ‘30 coupe has finished it’s make over, thanks to all Randy Schwerdt’s hard work and time. I certainly learned
a lot and got more confident in helping other people with their small problems and concerns.
It now has a “new” straight front axle. The brakes now work, and were refurbished all around. The spare tire is now where it
belongs instead of in the rumble seat. The rear end is now a 4.11:1 [instead of 3.78:1]. The rear end ring gear had a broken tooth
and bad pinion gear, prompting the change. This rear end was paired up with a Mitchell overdrive. By checking compression, it is
apparent it has a high compression (probably Snyder) head. The transmission was improved also while we had good access to it, as
it also had a very bad “U” joint. The coupe seems quite peppy but I’ll say more about this after I have some more miles on it, and
once all these new changes and components have gotten reacquainted with each other. It is great to have brakes you can trust.
Our November outing is the annual Veterans’ Day Parade for which, I hope, we’ll have another great turn out as in all the
previous years. The most I remember recently was 25 or 26 Model A’s. By the time you read this it will probably be in the books
and you’ll know the answer. I’ll try to get some photos on our web and Facebook pages.
Vic Varady is looking for a mini-seminar subject for our Spring Safety Check-up. I suggested shocks, but we want some more
ideas to select from. We’ve done frame and wheel straightening with Brent Terry, and we had a great seminar on carburetors with
our local expert, Bob Wyrick, last time. Send your ideas to Vic or bring them to the November Meeting .

CLUB ELECTIONS are at this month’s meeting. I hope you all voted in the national mid-terms and made your voice heard.

Our club meeting is November 17th, at the usual place, Shoney’s (4032 N. Broadway)

October 2018 Meeting Minutes
By Linda Varady
The October meeting of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club was called to order at 6:27 PM on October 20th by President
Bob Helsel at Shoney's on N. Broadway, Knoxville.
There were two guests attending the meeting, Andy Ricker and his daughter Abigail. Another new member, Terry
Mosley, joined the Club at the International Model A Day (IMAD) at attending this month.
Sunshine Report:
Judy Sexton is recovering from pneumonia, Burt Anderson was able to attend the meeting with the help of his friend, Andy
Ricker.
The October minutes, as reported in the RSR, were approved by acclamation as was the treasurer's report as presented by
Shirley Webber. She reported a balance of $5,296.18 in checking and $5118.56 in our CD for the month.
Old Business:
The Club was able to display it's banner at the IMAD held at Ted Russel Ford. Tom Christman reported that there were 15
cars in attendance and that we got one new member, Terry Mosley. The day was a success even though Vic Varady got sick and
had to be taken to the hospital. (He's fine now).
Gary Steadman is working on the Club logo patch.
John Baxter reported that the club business cards will be handed out as dues are paid.
Ken Lund reported on Tennessee Theater's 75th Anniversary Event held September 29th and October 1st. Several members
displayed their cars and enjoyed the festivities on both nights. Susanna Morgan outshone the others in her period attire.
Thanks, Ken for making all the arrangements.
Bob Helsel reported that the Bushy Mountain Tour on October 3 rd was a great success, both fun and educational. There
were 15 Model As that participated.
Anita Pollard commented that 18 Model A attended the Wilson Park Heritage Festival on October 6 th, but the Cumberland
Gap Genealogy Jamboree & Pioneer Day on October 20 th was rained out.
Upcoming events:
November 9th is the Veteran's Day Parade. President Helsel said we will be meeting at the Broadway Shopping Center.
Departure is scheduled for 9:30 AM.
The Christmas Party will be held December 15th at the Fountain City Presbyterian Church.
New business:
Vic Varady submitted the slate of Officers and Board Members for 2019 that had been compiled by the election
committee. The nominees are Bob Helsel , President; Bill Snyder, Vice President; Shirley Webber, Treasurer and Board
members Charlie Currier, Frank Trent and Ben Webber. There is no nominee for Secretary. Any member can run for office and
you are encouraged to step up and help out your club.
President Helsel asked members to read the MARC by-laws and we will discuss proposed amendments to their constitution
next month.
Show and Tell:
Bob Wyrick showed us a picture that was painted by a former Bushy Mountain Prison inmate and given to him as a
birthday gift.
There was no 50/50 raffle this month. The previous winner, Vic, forgot the tickets.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:51 PM.

The next meeting will be the November 17th at Shoney's, North Broadway and the Elections of
officers and board members will be held then.
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Safety and Reliability Inspection 2019
I expect that the club will hold our Safety and Reliability Inspection in late March/early April at my garage as
we have for many years.
Several years ago we had Brent Terry show us how to use a torch to straighten wheels and frame rails. The
following year I scheduled an engine rebuilder to attend and give us information. He begged off a few days before
the event. Last year we had Bob Wyrick discuss rebuilding carburetors.
I would like to get something scheduled for 2019. It should cover an aspect of the Model A that interests many
of us and can provide us with information and experience. Some topics that were discussed at the Board Meeting
on November 7 were:
•

Rebuilding Shock Absorbers

•

Rebuilding/Adjusting the brake systems

•

Rebuilding the rear end

•

An overdrive & synchromesh transmission seminar by Mitchell Overdrive

The officers and board would like your thoughts on these suggestions and other possibilities in the next month.
This would give us the time to prepare a good program. Your thoughts by phone, on paper or by discussion are
more than welcomed.
•

How many people would be interested?

•

How much would it cost to get the necessary people here?

•

Would the seminar lead to new members?
We have some resources and home-grown people to do the seminars.
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Model A Air Filters
A Different Slant on an Old Accessory
By Jerry Gilpin

W

hen Henry designed the model ‘A,’ he went for simplicity. Not many bells and whistles came with the basic
car – or were available as after market add-ons One of the things I always thought was neglected was the
lack of an air filter. The updraft carburetor was down there in the wake of the right front wheel with nothing to keep out
dust, dirt, gravel, water and who knows what else except the fact that it faced toward the rear. Less than optimum in the
dirt road days. Today we can do better.
When I got my model ‘A’ it had an after market Air-Maze air cleaner installed. I don’t think it had ever been
serviced due to the accumulation of crud caked on it. After cleaning it up and fixing the attachment
bolts it was time to get a new filter. Found what was supposed to be
the replacement cartridge at Mac’s and ordered it. What I got was a
much smaller diameter and shorter length unit. I adapted it to what I
had and tried it for a while. The car ran
OK, but never needed a choke to start,
even in cold weather; even with the gas
adjustment needle all the way closed!
And my tail pipe was always black. Time to look for a change.
After looking all over the Internet for many, many hours without much
success for a substitute filter cartridge that would fit and not cost a day’s
wages, I was about to give up when I remembered working on all those
pool filters years ago. Lots of them were paper cartridge type filters. Back
to Amazon. Tried looking by size only. And there it was: the Intex filter cartridge #29000E. Just the size I was looking
for, and only $9.90 for a package of two. Ordered ‘em. Two days later they were on my porch and looked exactly right.
Adapting them to the filter hardware was easy. The diameter was perfect but the length was way longer than the
original. I made a new center rod that holds the whole thing together using a piece of 1/4” steel rod. The end that
screwed into the upper housing was a 1/4-24 thread. Two minutes with a die and that was done. I put a 1/4-20 thread on
the other end because I had a 1/4-20 wing nut. Done!!!
Now to mount it on the car. Two minutes and it’s ready to go. At 330 RPM I got a nice idle and 19-20 inches on
the vacuum gauge. Full throttle – no problem. I figure that since they were made to work in a strong water flow at up to
6 or 8 psi, they should survive this environment. A couple weeks and a couple hundred miles should tell the tale.
No two cars alike – that’s my motto.
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COMING EVENTS

Annual Christmas party December 15th
Details may be available at the November meeting.
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Club News

Election for 2019 Smoky Mountain Model A Club Officers and Directors will be held at the November meeting.
The following members have generously agreed to run for these positions, which are vital to the club’s smooth operation:

2019 Candidates
President:

Bob Helsel

Vice President:

Bill Snyder

Treasurer:

Shirley Webber

Secretary:

?????????????

Board of Directors:

Charlie Currier

Thanks to the nominating committee: Ken Lund, Tim
Johnson, and Vic Varady for canvassing the membership
and coming up with a slate of willing candidates.

Frank Trent
Ben Webber

2019 is coming soon!
Avoid the rush and pay your 2019 dues soon. . .
Dues are delinquent at the end of January 2019.
Early paymEnt makEs thE trEasurEr’s vEry difficult
job much easier and makes it easier to get the new
club membership directory out earlier
Only 25 Bucks for a full year of family fun!
What a deal!
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.

•

FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•
•

FOR SALE New Glass for Model A Coupe. Six-piece glass
set for coupe. $250. Contact J. P. Robinson at (865) 8821839.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 16" Wheels $350.00
per set; (5) 4" by 17" Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17"
Kelsey Hayes wheel $100.00. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938
-0204 or (865)-643-0924
NEW ADs

•
•

FOR SALE MANIFOLD HEATER “Auto-Lite” waffle style
heater (used). Model ‘A’ intake manifold (used) Contact Bill
Snyder (865) 365-1029.

Election of Club Officers Coming
Up at the November Meeting!

FOR SALE 1931 Model ‘A’ Coupe, completely rebuilt from
the frame up. It has the rumble seat and two (2) spare
tires! Asking $15,000…For information, call 865-803-3697.
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MEETING NOTICE
2018 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 938-0204
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 986-4868
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

November 17th 2018

Shirley Webber

Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

John Baxter
DISCLAIMER

2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm

Barbara Mabry

Board of Directors
2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

