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Fifteen Model ‘A’ Fords grace the front lot at Ted Russell Ford on International Model A Day 2018

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

W

ell it’s supposed to officially be fall, but some how summer missed the memo and the hot weather
continues. In a short time I’ll probably wish it were back. I’m sure some fall weather can’t be far off. I
hope we don’t skip fall and go directly to winter. I’ve been places were that has happened. I guess I should be thankful
we are not dealing with the horrible weather that many in this country are having to handle.
We had a great turn out at the International Model A day at Ted Russell Ford on September 22nd. Thanks to Tom
Christman for getting involved and arranging this for the club. We had lots of cars and visitors. Terry Mosely brought
his ‘31 Coupe that belonged to his dad via his trailer. It didn’t take long to draw a crowd of curious members checking it
out and offering opinions and advice. It’s a very nice car, but has suffered from time without attention while it was out
in California with his sister who was ill and passed away. Terry joined Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’s that day and is
enthusiastic about getting the coupe back on the road. I’m sure we will assist where possible in our true club volunteer
fashion.
Vic Varady decided he’d had enough of the weather and was “coaxed” into medical attention at Park West Medical
Center ER. After a couple day “TUNE UP” he was sent to his garage of origin in Maryville to continue to improve and
he has done so very well.
(Ms. DAISY Continued on page 2)

(Ms. DAISY Continued from page 1)

Seven club members participated in the 90th anniversary (1928) of the Tennessee Theater September 29th for a
‘Speak Easy” style eating and fake gambling and eating reception. Susannah Morgan got the best period dressed outfit
for the seven. Pictures of the crew were placed on the Facebook page. Monday night a few more went back to the
Theater for 1928-style movie showing. Our cars were a special attraction for all the attendees both nights. Kudos to
Ken Lund for all the time he spent arranging both nights.
Brushy Mountain State Prison was another successful outing October 5th, enjoyed by close to 40 members. It was great
to have some of our walking wounded make the trip . . . Ralph Whitt and Tommy Ethridge did the whole tour without
any problems. After lunch, we all decided prisons are better seen through the rear view mirror. See pictures and write
ups elsewhere in this issue.
CLUB ELECTIONS are next month Please consider serving in any one of the positions. You don’t have to be an
expert in Model A’s, just look at me. If you’re a member of the club and willing to share some time to help this club
improve and grow, you are a candidate. Contact Vic Varady, Tim Johnson, or Ken Lund with your nomination/(s) either
for yourself or somebody else if they are agreeable to run and serve.

Our club meeting is October 20th, at the usual Place, Shoney’s (4032 N. Broadway)
Keep America Beautiful. . . . Drive Your Model A!

COMING EVENTS

November Events
Friday, November 9th - Knoxville’s 93rd Veterans Day. Depart Broadway Shopping Center (near St. Mary’s Hospital) at 9:30 am
and convoy to the assembly point at the Civic Coliseum where the parade will step off at 10:45 am.

December Events
Saturday, December 15th - Annual Christmas Party. Look for details in the Rumble Seat Reviewer, November issue.
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September 2018 Meeting Minutes
By Linda Varady

T

he September meeting of the Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club was called to order at 6:28 PM on Sept.15th
by President Bob Helsel at Shoney's on N. Broadway, Knoxville.

There were no guests attending this month.
Sunshine Report: Joe King had hand surgery this week and is doing well at home. Ralph Whitt has recovered
enough to attend this month's meeting. Bert Anderson's leg is still giving him problems. Tim Johnson reported that he
and some other church members had built an access ramp on the Matlock's house. Luke McWane is receiving round-the
-clock care at home. Carol Baxter had a fall and is recovering at home and Lynn Helsel broke a bone in her leg but was
in attendance.
Sadly, it was reported that Art Copcutt was killed in an automobile accident last week.
The August minutes, as reported in the September Rumble Seat Reviewer, were approved by acclamation as was
the treasurer's report as presented by Shirley Webber. She reported a balance of $5,398.95 in checking and $5,118.56 in
our CD for the month.
Old Business: In the continuing search for Club items, Steve Wickizer displayed the Club's yellow banner that
shows both the MARC and MAFCA logos. Bob Wyrick modeled his vest with a large Smoky Mountain Model ’A’
patch on the back. Gordon Bohanan said there is another missing banner. This one has “Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’
Club on Tour” on it. Anyone knowing of it's whereabouts, or that of other Club banners or insignia, is asked to please
contact Bob Helsel.
At the board meeting this month it was clarified that the Club's by-laws state that dues are due by January 1st each
year and will be considered late after January 31st. After that date those who have not paid will be dropped from the
roster.
Steve Wickizer reported that on September 5th five cars went on an impromptu tour of the Swift Air Museum. He
asked if members would be interested in more such tours and asked that members make every effort to contact members
who don't receive email and inform them of these events.
Upcoming events: September 22nd is International Model ‘A’ Day and the club will be celebrating at Ted Russel
Ford on Parkside Drive near Turkey Creek. Randy Schwerdt said he would try to set up his Hubley car track.
September 29th and October 1st the Tennessee Theatre will be celebrating it's 75th Anniversary and asked Ken
Lund to arrange for 4 Model ‘A’s to be displayed on Saturday night and a few on Monday night. Ken was able to make
all the arrangements for both events during the meeting.
October 3rd The tour to Bushy Mountain Prison will leave from Hardee's in Oliver Springs at 9:15 AM.
Oct 19th and 20th Anita Pollard told about Cumberland Gap Genealogy Jamboree & Pioneer Days. If you're
interested in this event, contact her for details.
Several members told of a few other events that might be of interest including Old Timers' Day in Townsend and
Heritage Days in Maynardville.
November 9th is the Veteran's Day Parade. President Helsel said he still trying to get us a good slot.

The Christmas Party will be held December 15th at the Fountain City Presbyterian Church.
New business: President Helsel asked for nominations for Club's 2019 officers. Any names should be given to the
nominating committee, which includes Ken Lund, Tim Johnson and Vic Varady. Any member can run for office and
you are encouraged to step up and help out your club.
There was no Show and Tell this month. The 50/50 was won by Vic Varady; other prizes were won by Jim Wolfe
and Charlie Currier.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:08PM.
The next meeting will be October 20th at Shoney's, North Broadway.
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Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club Goes to Prison
By Bob Helsel

W

e all gathered October 5th at Hardee’s in Oliver Springs, Tennessee with 16 Model A’s and close to 40 people for
our trip to the Brushy Mountain State Prison. Dick Lorenz came to Hardee’s and showed us his Coupe. He asked
for opinions on the source of the vibration in the engine bay.

Brushy Mountain State Prison October 5th, 2018
My day started off when Daisy just quitting going up a hill on the Pellissippi Parkway. I had no spark to the plugs. Ken
Lund and Steve Wickizer came to Lin’s and my rescue. It looked like it wouldn’t be a quick fix, and we all pushed her off the
main road to a safe resting place. Lin and I doubled up with Ken and Jean and I got my first ride in a Model A Phaeton. I now
see why they were so popular in their heyday.
A drivers meeting was held to explain the route and general information. We tried a new driving technique for large caravans that everybody seemed to say worked well. Here’s how it works. There was a lead vehicle ( Tom Christman and me) and
an end car, Tommy Ethridge’s ‘49 Ford convertible. As the trip proceeds the number 2 car pulls to the side of the road and stops
after making the first turn to mark it for all the following cars. The number 2 car pulled back in, in front of the end car and the
number 3 car now became the number 2 vehicle. That car then marked the next turn for those that followed him and then fell
back in front of the end car. This cycle continued to the destination. Our trip was short and not a lot of turns but it seemed to
work very well and I look forward to using it again. I had walkie talkies for the first and last cars, but forgot to bring them from
Daisy after we left her on the side of the road. For a long trip, that would really be helpful.
When we were loading up and I got in the back of Ken Lund’s phaeton, I
set off the fire extinguisher that was sitting on the side of the back seat. What a
mess! It was like a bomb went off. There was fine chemical powder everywhere. In retrospect the fire extinguisher had no safety pin in it. Check your fire
extinguishers to make sure they have a safety pin to prevent accidental discharging. I found one of my replacements from the “Kidde” recall that didn’t have a
safety pin!
Finally we got off for an uneventful trip to the Brushy. We arrived on time
and went directly up to the prison for photos and the tour. We met our guide, Bill
Harvey, a former prison guard for 23 years. The tour took a little over an hour
and ended up in the museum, where there were lots of interesting memorabilia.
A short informative movie about the prison was also enjoyed.

Cell wall art by inmate

During the tour we saw many of the three-tier cell blocks and viewed the art many prisoners had drawn on their walls to
help occupy their time. Cell #28 was one of the ones occupied by the famous James Earl Ray, the convicted murderer of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Our guard/guide had lots of stories about James Earl as well as many other interesting events which occurred
during his time working in the Prison. We got to see the prison dining room which was once the site of a prisoner murder by
another group of prisoners. The walls around that room were covered with murals, all painted by one young male prisoner.
(PRISON Continued on page 5)
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(PRISON Continued from page 4)

Solitary confinement area was pretty stark and bleak. There
was also an area where prisoners received leather strappings
for very bad behavior, finally ended in the 90’s by one of the
wardens. Stories of many attempted and successful escapes
(including James Earl) were fascinating. One of the last places we saw was the “hole”. A 4 by 8 foot room with no windows even in the door, where people were also placed for
very bad behavior. There were no mattresses either, just a
steel plank to lie on in the total darkness. If you saw the
movie “The Shaw Shank Redemption” you know what I am
referring to.

One of many dining room murals

There was also a large laundry where the prisoners laundered
the inmates clothes. On a poster I noticed that the people
who lived in Petros could bring their clothes to the prison and
they would be washed for free. Many of the prison employees lived in Petros or Wartburg. The prison provided work
for lots of people in the area.

After another large group photo, we moved down to the gift shop and dining area which provided us with a great lunch.

Prisoner’s mural in back of kitchen food prep area

Inside the prison courtyard

Inmate cell with the count of weeks marked

Dining area mural by young prisoner in the 1990’s

Thanks to Michelle Johnson and Pete Waddington for hosting us and giving us a great private tour. We were able to see a
lot of areas not normally seen on the public tour.

The Rumble Seat Reviewer October 2018

Page 5

Model A Tools
by Bob Wyrick

E

ach Model ‘A’ came with a set of tools
comprising an instruction book, tool bag,
pliers, screw driver, spark plug wrench, adjustable
wrench, Two small open-end wrenches, a grease
tool, a tire tool, a jack and handle, a tire pump, and
a crank. A scripted oil can was available through
April of 1928.
This article is to give an overview of tools
available with the pouch only, and reserve for later
articles on the tire pump, crank and many jacks
from the Model ‘A’ era. More specific information
and dates of production and foundry markings can
be located through sources located at the end of this
article.
There seems to be a general idea that all Ford
scripted tools are correct for the Model ‘A’. In fact,
most Model ‘A’ tools are not scripted. Only the
very early 1928 Model As and probably none of the
Ford USA scripted tools were correct for the Model
‘A’.
Suppliers for forged tools were marked with either a capital M or an M inside a circle; a capital B inside an oblong
circle; a letter K; an MH inside a circle; or the name Herbrand in script, or an unknown manufacturer identified by S+R.
The tool bag #A-17005 was approximately 11-in. long, 8-3/4-in. wide when open and 6-1/2-in. wide when closed.
Material was black rubber cotton fabric; medium fine long short grain top material; surplus whipcord; or imitation
leather. There were four types of fasteners used with this bag.
The grease gun #A17125 was from two manufacturers but similar in appearance. They are push type compressors
manufactured by Alemite Corporation and Bassick Mfg. Both guns were dull nickel plated with differences being the
knurls on the cup. The Bassick has fine knurl while the Alemite is coarse.
The adjustable wrench #A-17021 is approximately 7-1/4-in. long with a 3/8-in. square end on the handle for
removing the differential drain plug. Ford script was embossed on the fixed jaw from May 1928 to end of production.
Beginning in December 1931, Ford USA was added to the movable jaw. It is doubtful this wrench ever made it into
Model ‘A’ production.

The spark plug and cylinder head wrench # A17017 was made by several different manufacturers. The spark plug
was 1-1/8-in. and the cylinder head was 11/16-in. with a 3/4-in. thick hex end. Later the hex end was decreased from 3/4
-in. to 9/16-in. in October 1928. Beginning of production through January 1928 this wrench had Ford script but the script
was discontinued May 1928 until end of production.
(Tools Continued on page 7)
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(Tools Continued from page 6)

Open end wrenches # A-17015 and # A-17016
There are two open end wrenches in the ‘A’ tool kit. The small one (A-17015) had 7/16-in. and 5/8-in. openings.
These wrenches were 1/4-in. thick at each end and had embossed forging trademarks; a small M or M in a circle were
most common. From the beginning of production through April 1928 they had Ford script. After May 1928 to end of
production the script was eliminated. In December 1931 Ford USA was introduced but it’s doubtful this made it into
Model ‘A’ production.
Pliers # A-17025
The pliers were of two types. The first, from the beginning of production to January 1928, had Ford script and
measured 1-1/4-in. across the closed jaw. From Feb through the end of production pliers were either script or non-script
and measured 1-1/8-in. across the closed jaw. Script could be on one or both handles with one handle tapered to a
screwdriver blade.

Screwdriver #A17020
The screwdriver had a wood handle with fluted sides from distinct to almost non-existence. Overall length was 8
9/16-in. with a 9/32-in. shaft passing entirely through the handle. The ferrule was either plain or nickel-plated with a
rivet installed perpendicular to the blade.
Tire Iron # A-17019
There were two design changes made during Model ‘A’ production. The first was Model ‘T’ design with straight
sides and both ends flared was not used with the Model ‘A’. A second type, introduced in July 1928, had one end
tapered so it could be used as a screwdriver. In November 1928 the design was dropped and a third type introduced.
This type had a spoon-shaped end. Some spoon-shaped tire irons had a square hole in the handle to adjust the brakes.
No tire iron had Ford script.
Oil Can # A-17040
The oil can was used on ‘A’ and ‘AA’ from the beginning of production until April 1928. There were different
manufacturers with only slight differences in the cans. They were copper plated steel 3-5/16-in.diameter at the base with
a total height of 5-5/16-in. All cans had a straight spout with Ford script embossed on the side.
The booklet, crank, various jacks, tire pumps, etc. can await other articles. Hopefully this can give an overview
which can assist in selecting authentic Model ‘A’ Tools. Attached is a bibliography for anyone wanting to pursue this
subject in more detail.
Bibliography


How to Restore your Model A-V.7-p-29-30 “On Authenticity – The Grease Gun” by Enrique Klein



Technically Speaking V.3 p. 52-55 “Authentically Speaking – The Model A Tool Kit” by Ed Francis and George De
Angelis



Technically Speaking V.12 - p. 11-13 “Model A Ford Tire Pump” by Gary Johnson



Technically Speaking V.12 – p.34-35 “Tool Bags” by Gary Johnson



Technically Speaking V.13 – p 50-51 c-2 “Jack Revisited” by Gary Johnson



Model A Judging Standards and Restoration Guide area 17. Tool Section
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Club News

CLUB ELECTIONS are slated for the November meeting
Please consider serving in any one of the positions.
You don’t have to be an expert in Model A’s.
If you’re a member of the club and willing to share some time to
help this club improve and grow, you are a potential candidate.
Contact a member of the nominating committee; Vic Varady, Tim
Johnson, or Ken Lund with your nomination either for yourself or
somebody else if they are agreeable to run and serve.

I

f you’re still reading the Rumble Seat Reviewer in black-and-white on paper, get one of your friends or
relatives to show it to you in full color on a computer screen.

I think you will be amazed at the sharpness and clarity of the many photographs we try to include in each issue.
Reproduction of these pictures and illustrations in black and white really degrades the quality of the excellent photos
that our members submit each month. For example the picture of the trout in the lower right hand of page 5 is an
amazing piece of art in full color.

2019 is coming soon!
Avoid the rush and pay your 2019 dues soon. . .

Dues are delinquent at the end of January 2019.
Early paymEnt makEs thE trEasUrEr’s vEry difficUlt
job much easier, and makes it easier to get the new
club membership directory out earlier
Only 25 Bucks for a full year of family fun!
What a deal!
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.

•

FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•
•

FOR SALE Side Curtains for ‘28/’29 open cab pickup. Black
vinyl, brand-new, in the box, with hardware. $350.
Art Copcutt, (865) 376-1040 or (973) 222-5251.
FOR SALE New Glass for Model A Coupe. Six-piece glass
set for coupe. $250. Contact J. P. Robinson at (865) 8821839.
NEW ADs

•
•

FOR SALE 1929 Fordor Deluxe, original configuration except
for 12v conversion with alternator. Good green paint, good
mohair interior, 4 new whitewall tires. $11,000 obo. Contact
Owen Richardson at (865) 457-2636.
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 16" Wheels $350.00
per set; (5) 4" by 17" Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17"
Kelsey Hayes wheel $100.00. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938
-0204 or (865)-643-0924
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Election of Club Officers Coming
Up at the November Meeting!
The slate of candidates will be
published in the November issue.
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MEETING NOTICE
2018 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 938-0204
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 986-4868
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

October 20th 2018

Shirley Webber

Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

John Baxter
DISCLAIMER

2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm

Barbara Mabry

Board of Directors
2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

