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A “Swift” Tour—Story and Pictures
•

See another innovative tech article
from the very creative Jerry Gilpin
on page 6.

See Page 7

Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

M

y start of last month’s column: “Well by the time you read this we’ll be out of the dog
days of summer” has fallen into the category of not so much. While we did have a
few days of reprieve but not what I was looking forward to. “My glass is half full” attitude turned
out to be empty. I’m not sure by the time you read this it will be much better, but I’ll still keep
my hopes up. But it probably won’t happen before this column makes it to your in-box or mailbox.
We did have a nice “swift” outing to Athens, the Swift Aircraft Museum no less, on the 5th of September. Steve
Wickizer put this event together in an effort to have some spontaneous events and get our 90-year-old cars out there to
be seen.
We will have more of these, but we will only be able to get the word out on these out by email. If you don’t have
an email on file with Club you might research how to work that out. As an example, we could use an email for a close
friend or offspring, from children to grand children, or even great-grand children. Anybody who could let you know the
info in a timely manner.
The best idea would be to get your own email account and stay informed and up to date. Several of us in the club
would be happy to have a class or classes and teach you how to do this. I know a lot of you without email still use online search using Craig’s List, eBay, Google or others. If you can get on line with a phone, tablet, iPad or even a desk
top computer, you can easily have an email account with Google, Yahoo, Hotmail, Comcast, or a host of others.

If you can work on a Model A Ford, you can do email and your hands won’t get dirty. An added bonus would let
you see the Rumble Seat Reviewer in living color. You can enlarge photos and see more detail in them.
On another note, CLUB ELECTIONS are two months off. Please consider serving in any one of the positions.
You don’t have to be an expert in Model A’s, just look at me. If you’re a member of the club and willing to share some
time to help this club improve and grow, you are a candidate. Contact Vic Varady, Tim Johnson, or Ken Lund with
your nomination (s) either for yourself or somebody else if they are agreeable to run and serve.

Our club meeting is September 15th, at the usual place, Shoney’s (4032 N. Broadway)

COMING EVENTS

September Events
Friday, September 14th - Visit with our friends at Morning Pointe Assisted Living facility in Powell.
Long-time club members Clayton and Lea Reagan are residents of Morning Pointe and we have been invited to bring our Model
A’s and visit with them and their fellow residents at 7700 Dannaher Drive, Powell, Tennessee. Morning Pointe of Powell is located
on the hill behind Tennova North Hospital just east of I-75 north at Emory Road exit 112. We should plan to arrive at 5:00 pm and
depart around 6:00 pm. We can enjoy impromptu dining at one of the nearby restaurants if we wish.

Saturday, September22nd - International Model “A” Day at Ted Russell Ford in Knoxville
Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 22nd to meet at Ted Russell Ford in West Knoxville around 9:00 am.
Ted Russell Ford has agreed to host our club along with any other Model A owners who wish to participate.
Ted Russell Ford is located at 9925 Parkside Drive. Knoxville. This is between Cedar Bluff and Pellissippi Parkway on
Parkside Drive.
Tom Christman is the contact for this event. His cell phone number is (865) 599-2930.

October Events
Wednesday October 3rd Tour Historic Brushy Mountain Penitentiary. See details on page 5.

November Events
Friday, November 9th - Knoxville’s 93rd Veterans Day. Exact time and details will be found here as they become available.

December Events
Saturday, December 15th - Annual Christmas Party
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August 2018 Meeting Minutes
By Barbara Mabry, Secretary

T

he Smoky Mountain Model A Club’s monthly meeting was held Saturday, August 18, 2018, at
Shoney’s Restaurant on North Broadway in Knoxville.

Call To Order:
President Bob Helsel called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. There were 40 attendees.
New Members:
The club welcomed new members Joe and Sue King. Joe advised he has woodworking skills.
Minutes:
Minutes from the July 21 meeting were approved as reported in The August Rumble Seat Reviewer.
Treasurer’s Report:
There was not a treasurer’s report as Shirley Webber was not in attendance.
Member Updates:
Ralph Whitt is doing better and soon will be moved to rehab, Bert Anderson is out of rehab and back home,
George Jones is back home after being in the hospital with pneumonia, Earl Fairbanks is doing okay but
Marty still not doing well, the Matlocks are doing okay after an accident on the stairs but no major injuries,
John Pace had back surgery, Robert Jenkins is in a nursing home and Jimmy Sexton recently had bladder
surgery but was able to attend the meeting tonight.
Old Business:

Gary Steadman showed the club business cards that can be used by members to give to prospective members.
They were distributed at the end of the meeting.
President Helsel encouraged members to continue using the website and Facebook page and provide any
feedback on these.
Tours and Events:
•

Members were asked if there was any interest in spur-of-the-moment or short-ride trips in August or
September. Several members acknowledged they would be.

•

September 22 - International Model A Day will be held at Ted Russell Ford on Parkside Drive (Note:
MAFFI is celebrating on September 15)

•

September/October will be a tour to Brushy Mountain Prison. Tour will be about an hour and then eat
lunch in the dining facility. Cost will be $20 per person. Plans are to meet at Hardee’s in Oliver Springs
at 9:30. Members voted on preferred Wednesday dates of Sep 26, Oct 3 or Oct 10. October 3 received
the majority votes.

•

November 9 - Veterans Day Parade in downtown Knoxville. Other events are welcomed for this month.

•

August 2018 Meeting Minutes

•

December 15 - Christmas Party at Fountain City Presbyterian Church
(AUGUST MINUTES Continued on page 4)
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(AUGUST MINUTES Continued from page 3)

New Business:
• Banners for the club - members were encouraged to volunteer to be responsible for the different banners
the club has. Also we need to decide when, where and why they are displayed.
•

October event - Steve Wickizer is working on a possible tour to Swift Airplane Museum in Athens with
the Chattanooga Club.

•

Ken Lund asked if there were any interest by members to display their Model A cars at the events the
Tennessee Theatre will be having to celebrate its 90th anniversary on Sat, Sep 29 and Mon, Oct 1.

•

This will require some night driving. Information on these events were provided in the August RSR and
Ken Lund will have more info as the events approach.

•

Anita Pollard announced these two events that are not club tours: Thunder in the Park in Maynardville on
Sat, Sep 1 at 5 p.m., fireworks will start at 9 p.m. and Cruise In at Luttrell on Sep 8 at 4 p.m.

•

Show and Tell - Vic Varady explained how they changed a Pitman arm square hole into a round hole on
Joe King’s car.

•

50/50 Raffle - Vic Varady was the winner with other prizes won by Charlie Currier, Mo Truax and Debra
Pace.

With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned.
The next monthly meeting will be Saturday, September 15, 2018, at Shoney’s on North Broadway.

Fuel Shutoff Valve - Reviewed
By Vic Varady

A

fter I wrote the “Helpful Tip” for the July issue of the Rumble Seat Reviewer I was looking through
some old issues and I remembered an article by Bob Wyrick about repairing the original fuel
shutoff valve. See the May 2017 Rumble Seat Reviewer, page 4.
I agree with Bob's thoughts and procedure for repair of this valve. My problem is that I never had any
luck with these valves and I have in the past installed the needle valve in series with the original valve. After
much discussion with Fastenal and tracing of a shipment, they finally found the original shipment that came
from Louisville, Kentucky to Maryville.
I purchased a few valves, just in case. The Fastenal part number is 68779 and they cost me a little less
than $6 each. I can bring them to the September meeting if you call me.
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Go Straight to Jail. . . Do not collect. . . .
No, not Monopoly, it’s a trip to Brushy Mountain State Penitentiary.
Who: Club members
What: Tour the prison at Petros, (Wartburg area) and then eat in the prison’s
open air event center where the tables are made from the bunks from the
maximum security section.
When: October the 3rd 2018, plan for about a 9:30 arrival at the prison

Where: We’ll meet at Hardy’s in Oliver Spring (Like the Rugby Trip) and plan
to LEAVE at 9:15, so plan accordingly.
The tour will cost $20 + tax per person. (10% discount for military or senior citizens, which about
covers the tax).
The tour will last about 60 to 70 minutes and will be led by a 20+ year prison guard and/or a 23
year former inmate. Due to the conditions and the graphic details they discourage children.
This will be a private tour for us, as they do not open to the public until 11:00 am. By early
October you may note that they are not open on our day/date, but even so they will still be there to do
our tour and lunch.

The menu for the day of our tour will be a combo plate with Pulled Pork, Smoked Turkey and a
couple of ribs on a corn cake. The sides will be baked beans or green beans, potato salad and Cole
slaw. There will be cheese cake for dessert The club will pick up the cost of the lunch for members.
($15 for non-members)
At some point, we’ll get pictures of our cars out in front of the prison.
Following the prison portion of the trip, for those who want, we’ll go to Frozen Head State Park.
[We’ll pass Morgan County Correctional Complex on the way and see a working prison facility] We’ll
go to the back of the park. From there, there is a short hike to Debord Falls (0.6 mi) and a little further
on is Emory Gap falls. You can also just get out your chairs and enjoy the early fall. After the falls
visitors return we can break out what ever snack and beverage you brought along, before we head
home. We’ll go back to Rte. 62 and head home from there or any other way you choose.
{For those extremely adventurous drivers, you could go back up 116 past the prison and drive the devil’s
triangle over Fork Mountain and back to OS. You should have a top driving and running “A” if you attempt it.
I’ve driven it and don’t recommend it, but you can check the maps and decide for yourself.}

We need to have a pretty firm number of participants by Thursday September 27th, so we can
notify the prison. So let me know by email: rhelsel684@gmail.com or phone: (865) 691-3737 if you
plan to attend.
Please do not bring any guns, knives or other
weapons unless you plan a longer stay!! (just kidding)!
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A Halo on a Model A?
By Jerry Gilpin

N

o, not because a Model A is a Saint. It’s the popular name for the brilliant
daytime running lights found on the new cars. Lots of them are in fact a
ring of lights (the definition of a halo) around the headlights. Super bright, slightly
blue, white LED lights that catch the eye, even on a clear sunny day. Some are half
rings, or check mark shaped, or just straight lines. But they are all on the newer
fancier cars. And there’s the challenge. Why not put some on my Model A?
I looked up halo lights on the internet and found lots of sites that had readymade ones for a long list of cars, and some “universal” kits. Trouble was that they
all had big price tags and none seemed to lend themselves to a Model A installation.
Went to plan B, and just looked for LED lights.

Found many, many sources in every conceivable color, size and power requirement. Went
to a 6-volt white only search. Finally found some 6-volt white LED strips about 6 inches
long and semi rigid, Fig. 1. They were on a site for accessories for radio controlled model
race cars. For a few bucks they were worth a gamble. They were listed as requiring 4 to 7
volts. Perfect! Ordered ‘em! Got ‘em! Now to see if they worked.
When they came in I immediately hooked them to a pigtail from the model A. WOW!!! I
mean super, super bright pure white light. Like a camera flash that just stays on. They also
began to get hot. Switched to four old size D flashlight cells. Better, but still began to heat up some. Tried 3 cells and
found just the right brightness and without the heating problem. Just need a dropping resistor to get the model A feed
down to about 4 to 4.5 volts. Now to mount them…… Hmmm.
Inside the headlight bucket? Couldn’t figure how to get a wire to them, my conduits already had three number 12’s
in ‘em and no room left. Glued on the outside - no, to tacky even for me. Radiator shell, no. Headlight bar, no. Right
on the radiator? Too close together. To simulate the new car placement they would have to go on the leading edge of
the front fenders. A harsh environment for fragile LEDs. Found some clear vinyl tubing that was just right to slide the
strips into. A small sheet metal screw at each end did the trick. After they were on I sealed the ends of the tubing with
clear RTV. On to the wiring job.
Since I was using low voltages and small currents I decided to use some 18-gauge speaker wire that I had lots of.
Made a soldered connection to the LED leads and tucked the wires under the fender on the end nearest the radiator. The
model A fenders have a rolled edge that makes a small niche underneath the edge. Just
right to lay the small wire in and secure it with a layer of black RTV. That protects the
wire with a thick layer of rubber, and makes it virtually
disappear. The wires were snaked around to a small
project box from Radio Shack that I screwed to the frame
just inside the hood, about 5-inches forward of the
dipstick position. The box holds the connections from the
lights, connections from a switch on the dash, and a 2ohm dropping resistor. The switch on the dash gets it’s
feed from the ignition switch so the lights can only be on when the car is being driven.
It also allows the lights to be turned off when they are not desired.
A purist model A restorer will probably look on this addition with disdain, but for the
daily driver enthusiast it’s a way to stand out from the crowd.
No two cars just alike – that’s my motto!
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A “Swift” Tour in Athens Tennessee
By Bob Helsel

F

our Model A’s and seven folks rendezvoused at 9:30 am at
Mickey D’s on U.S. 411 in Vonore to caravan to Athens
Tennessee to visit the Swift Aircraft museum. We were met there by
Guy and Nancy Pearl of the Scenic A’s Model A Club out of
Chattanooga in their beautiful 1929 Roadster. They live in Cleveland
Tennessee.

The “swift” tour was organized in short order by Steve Wickizer.
Steve is a former member of the Chattanooga club and reached out to
them to join us on the tour, thus Guy and Nancy Pearl came to join our
tour.
Despite the quickness of this spur of the moment event, we had a good turnout. John and Carolyn Milligan came in
their Tudor along with their son, Robert, in his ’31 Coupe. Randy Schwerdt drove in his trusty “hot” coupe, which did
not have “hot” problem this trip. Steve and Crystal picked me up in Hardin Valley and we then linked up with the rest
in Vonore. John Baxter and Bob Wyrick joined as at the airport.
We had nice weather for the first leg as we traveled through some picturesque back
roads through Englewood to the McMinn County Airport in Athens. This is the
site of the Swift Aircraft Museum and the former site of where the beautiful small
general aviation type planes were built. We got to see the very first production
model #1 and the last production plane #1521. There was plenty to see and
wonder about. They even had a highly
The first Swift.
modified plane, armed with machine
guns and rockets that were used by the
Saudi Military for a short time. It was also being considered by the U.S. Air
Force but lost out in the competition to a Beech aircraft model. There is a
nice web site for the Museum Foundation and these Aircraft if you would
The last Swift.
like to learn more about them.
The heat had picked up for our next leg to the Mayfield Dairy but again it was mostly an easy back road trip. There
we added some calories to the day with wonderful cold ice cream.
Our next leg was started with some minor repair of a pretty significant gasoline leak at the carburetor gas line
connection of Guy and Nancy’s roadster. It was from the line’s ferrule which had not seated properly. Once again as he
has done so often, Randy and his wooden trunk provided the needed part to get them back on the road home. The
Milligan’s went on a separate way home from there.
Sweet Valley Farms in Sweetwater was the next stop. After a thorough cheese tasting we all took home some
cheese to savor later. The group divided here and all made an uneventful trip to their origins.
Much thanks to Steve for dreaming up this trip and bringing it to a quick
completion. These spur of the moment trips can be a lot of fun and with
the great driving weather coming up, we can hopefully do more of these.
Due to their short window to get going you’ll need to have an email access
to receive notice of these trips and respond if you are going to participate.
See my column where I’ve talked more about this. I think these short
notice trips should be referred to as “Swift Trips” in the future. . . stay
tuned.
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Club News

Membership Directory

Please add new members
to your Directory:
Joe and Sue King
1318 Dreia Drive

Maryville, TN 37801
(865) 765-0584
•If you know of other additions or corrections that need to be made, please contact the editor.

Tennessee Theatre wants
Smoky Mountain Model A cars:
There is a limit to how many cars they can handle at the theatre so we will need to do a lottery or
drawing at the September meeting (9/15) to determine who will participate.
At the Speakeasy celebration on Saturday 9/29 6 cars (each car gets 2 free tickets to the event, and
3 for the movie showing on Monday 10/1.
Please notify Ken Lund (865)-406-2684 if you want to participate but can not make the meeting
9/15 to get your name in the hat.
We will draw 6 names for Saturday night and 3 for Monday night at the meeting at Shoney's. We
can also draw a couple of alternatives for backup in case someone has a change of plans.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.

•

FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

LOOKING for a HOME Rear radius rods. Best offer. Art
Copcutt (865) 376-1040 email cay1@earthlink.net

•

•

FOR SALE Side Curtains for ‘28/’29 open cab pickup. Black
vinyl, brand-new, in the box, with hardware. $350.
Art Copcutt, (865) 376-1040 or (973) 222-5251.
FOR SALE New Glass for Model A Coupe. Six-piece glass
set for coupe. $250. Contact J. P. Robinson at (865) 8821839.
NEW ADs

•
•
•

FOR SALE 1929 Fordor Deluxe, original configuration except
for 12v conversion with alternator. Good green paint, good
mohair interior, 4 new whitewall tires. $11,000 obo. Contact
Owen Richardson at (865) 457-2636.

Election of Club Officers Coming
Up Soon!
See comments in the President’s
Column on front page.

WANTED 1930/31 FRONT BUMPERS Chrome finish not
important, will be painted for a commercial vehicle. Contact
David Hayes, (865) 828-4346 or (865) 828-8440
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 16" Wheels $350.00
per set; (5) 4" by 17" Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17"
Kelsey Hayes wheel $100.00. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938
-0204 or (865)-643-0924
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MEETING NOTICE
2018 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 938-0204
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 986-4868
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

September 15th 2018

Shirley Webber

Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

John Baxter
DISCLAIMER

2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm

Barbara Mabry

Board of Directors
2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

