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Presidents Column--Driving "Ms. Daisy"
By Bob Helsel

W

ell, by the time you read this we’ll be out of the dog days of summer, and let’s hope the
oppressive heat has gone by then . . . I’m a ”my glass is half full” kind of guy! I look forward
to the cool driving days ahead. This has been a particularly hot summer, so I think when the cooler weather comes, I’ll bundle up
and drive my “A” despite how cold it is. It is so much easier to get warm in our cars than to get cool. So check your car out for
some good driving weather ahead.
We had a good mini tour to the Westwood House on Wednesday July 25 th . The Milligans and their son, Robert Milligan were
there along with the Baxters, the Lunds, John Witherspoon, Lin and Yours Truly. The tour was very interesting and informative.
Thanks to John Milligan for setting this up. We went to the Egg and I and had a nice brunch. See the pictures elsewhere in this
issue, which were also posted on our Facebook page. The folks at Westwood house took pictures of our cars, and posted them on
their own page with a very nice comment. Robert Milligan also put them on our SMMAC group page, and I shared them to our
regular Facebook page.
In my wanderings on the web looking for Model A material, I came across a video from our visit to Coker Tire in April of
2012. It is well done and showed a lot of our cars. I put in on our Facebook page but you can also see it if you search for Smoky
Mountain Model A and also search under Coker Tire.
We had a work party a couple of Saturdays ago in Dandridge, Tennessee. John Baxter has been working hard to help member
Bert Anderson, who has been in the hospital a lot recently; Bert just underwent an Aortic Valve replacement at UT Medical Center,
His ‘31 coupe had hydraulic brakes of unsure function and with no emergency brake. He wanted to convert back to original-style
Ford mechanical brakes. John, with some help from others, collected the needed parts; some serviceable parts donated by club
members and some new parts from vendors. He got everything cleaned up, painted and assembled to expedite the process. Andy,
Bert’s next door neighbor and mechanic by trade, was going to accomplish the installation with some supplied instructions and
diagrams.
(Ms Daisy Continued on page 3)

COMING EVENTS
August Events
Wednesday, August 22 - Coal Creek Miners Museum, 201 South Main Street,| Rocky Top, Tennessee.
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, August 22nd to meet at the Clinton City parking lot, between Market St. Charles G Seivers
Blvd., behind the downtown antique stores. We will leave the parking lot at about 9:00 am and drive north on Hwy 25 W to the Coal
Creek Miners Museum in Rocky Top. After a guided tour of the museum and a visit to a nearby miner’s cemetery, those who wish
can travel back to the Cracker Barrel restaurant on Hwy 25W near I-75N for lunch and discussion.
See details about the museum on page 3.
Thanks to John and Carolyn Milligan for organizing and coordinating this event.

September Events
Saturday, Septemer22 - International Model “A” Day. at Ted Russell Ford
Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 22nd to meet at Ted Russell Ford in West Knoxville around 9:00 am.
Gene “Cougar” Morris has agreed to host our club along with any other Model A owners who wish to participate.

Ted Russell Ford is located at 9925 Parkside Dr. Knoxville. This is between Cedar Bluff and Pellissippi Parkway on Parkside
Drive.
Tom Christman is the contact for this event. His cell phone number is (865) 599-2930.

October Events
October 5th and 6th for a Friday, Saturday and/or Sunday - overnight trip to Maggie Valley North Carolina.
Bob Helsel is planning this trip to visit the “Wheels Through Time” museum and several other points of interest. The format
will be optional “one-day one-night,” “two-day two-night” participation with an additional choice of some more adventures on the
third day for those who wish. The one deterrent is the cost of lodging in this area in October.
These plans are still very fluid at this time as more and/or other options will be discussed at the August club meeting and final
details will be published in the September issue of this publication.

November Events
Friday, November 9th - Knoxville’s 93rd Veterans Day. Exact time and details will be found here as they become available.

December Events
Saturday, December 15th - Annual Christmas Party
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Coal Creek Miners Museum
of Rocky Top, Tennessee

O

n display at the Coal Creek Miners Museum is the rich history of the miners that lived, worked and
died in Coal Creek, Fraterville and Briceville, Tennessee.

You will learn how the “free” miners fought against the convict lease system which ultimately ended the
system in the southern states.
You will also hear about a community that not
only survived one mining disaster but two that killed
almost every man in the community and young boys
too.
The story of this tenacious community reveals
the courageous spirit of our forefathers. Explore our
website to find out more or email
info@coalcreekminersmuseum.com if you have any
questions.

(Ms Daisy Continued from page 1)

He quickly decided that he was in need of assistance and guidance, as he was unsure how to proceed. Thus, that Saturday John
Baxter, Bob Wyrick, Randy Schwerdt and I headed up to Dandridge and went to work helping Andy. The job was almost completed
when heat and fatigue took its toll. With a list of a few more needed parts, and some components that needed tweaking, we returned
to base hoping to finish up later if Andy needs us. Andy was very appreciative of the help, as was Bert’s family who supplied us
with much needed water and lunch.
This is what the whole spirit of Model A’ing is all about. Thanks to all who helped in the process and especially to John for
putting in all the time before hand to get things together and ready.
Our monthly meeting is just around the corner, the 18th of this month, and we will be giving out details on an added tour the
week after the meeting. So come and share some food and fellowship and support your Model A Club!

Keep America Beautiful . . . Drive Your Model A!
The Rumble Seat Reviewer August 2018
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July 2018 Meeting Minutes
By Linda Varady

T

he July meeting of the Smoky Mountain Model A Club was called to order at 6:32PM on July 21th by
President Bob Helsel at Shoney's on N. Broadway, Knoxville.

There were two guests attending, John Webber, grandson of Ben and Shirley Webber, and Grace Varady,
granddaughter of Vic and Linda Varady.
In the Sunshine report: Bert Anderson is having some heart valve trouble, John Pace is having some back
problems, and Bill Snyder is having some health issues.
The June minutes as reported in the RSR were approved by acclamation, as was the treasurer's report as
presented by Shirley Webber. She reported a balance of $5,787.32 for the month.
President Helsel thanked Gary Steadman for great job he has done on the club's web site and encouraged
everyone to check it out. He said that he would have some club business card's available soon. There will be a blank
space on the back for a phone number. Members are asked to give them to prospective members and include either
their’s or a board member's phone number.
He then stated that there are plans in progress for the club's attending a dinner show in the Fall.
Upcoming events: John Milligan will host a tour to the Westwood House in Knoxville followed by lunch at a
nearby restaurant. Please meet at the Laurel Church of Christ parking lot at 10:30 AM on July 28 th.
Vic Varady suggested a visit to a Food Truck Park in North Knoxville, but said he would need help organizing a
drive to go with it.
September 22nd is International Model A Day and the club will be celebrating at Ted Russel Ford on Parkside
Drive near Turkey Creek. Randy Schwerdt said he would try to set up his Hubley car track.

November 9th is the Veteran's Day Parade. President Helsel said he is still trying to get us a good slot.
The Christmas Party will be held December 15th at the Fountain City Presbyterian Church.
New business: President Helsel said to save the dates of October 5 th and 6th for a Friday, Saturday and/or Sunday
overnight trip to Chattanooga. He was planning a duck ride, but in view of recent events he is reconsidering that part
of the trip.

Vic Varady invited everyone to attend a car show sponsored by the East Tennessee region of the AACA being
held at The Great Smoky Mountain Heritage Center in Townsend on July 28th . He said there will be an upcoming
trip to Nashville in September and invited anyone interested in accompanying the AACA members on this tour to
contact him.
In Show and Tell: Gerry Gilpin showed us a brake adjuster, as described in the July/August edition of the Model
A Restorer, and described how he made it. It makes it easy for one person to do this job. Randy Schwerdt showed a
few obscure Model A parts and had us guess what they were. A few of the guys did know.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 PM. The 50/50 raffle followed and was won by Jim Wolfe. The visiting
grandchildren, John Webber and Grace Varady did an excellent job of pulling the numbers of the gift drawing.
Winners included Darryl Davis, Bob Wyrick, Roger Sailor, Gordan Bohanan and Charlie Currier.

The next meeting will be Saturday August 18th at Shoney's, North Broadway.
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Tennessee Theatre wants
Smoky Mountain Model A cars:

Club News

T

he Tennessee Theater is celebrating its 90th Anniversary of the opening of the theater. There will be two
events where they would like us to participate with our cars. Since this is really ca. 1928 they would prefer the
early years. Actually most people won’t know anything more except that it’s an old car. A few more may realize that
it’s a Model A. Most won’t realize what year car they are looking at. Below is a
description of the events and their needs. Please note this will require some
night driving when you’re taking your “A” home.
Saturday, September 29 – The 90-Year Speakeasy
This ticketed event evokes the prohibition era of flappers and bootleg
liquor, along with jazz, gambling, and general revelry. Attendees will be led
into the Theatre through a “secret entrance” in the rear of the building on State
Street. Upon entering the auditorium, there will be music, food and drink,
roulette tables, and other diversions. Other surprises will engage the attendees
throughout the evening. This is not a seated concert event; it is a party and the
Theatre itself is the honoree. Model A needs: we would love one or two autos parked on Gay Street in front of the Theatre
beginning at 7:00 PM, and two or three more autos parked along State Street behind the Theatre (under the building
overhang), also starting at 7:00 PM. Auto owners and their guests (2 persons per auto) would be welcome to join the party
as our guests, which begins at 8:00. The night ends around 11:00
Monday, October 1 – A Night at the Movies, ca. 1928
This FREE event will re-create the standard programming at a motion picture palace in the late 1920s. We’ll have a
brief Wurlitzer performance, some comedy shorts and cartoons, a timely newsreel, and possibly a short live set of
entertainment on the Tennessee stage. The main feature of the evening is a film starring Clara Bow entitled “IT.” Clara Bow
was the first actress to appear on the Tennessee Theatre screen, and this film is one of her most popular (the actual film from
opening night in 1928 is no longer available). Model A needs: we would love to have one or two autos parked on Gay
Street in front of the Theatre beginning at 6:00 PM (possibly earlier, for news coverage) and perhaps we can get parking
metered spaces across Gay St by the history center reserved, where we could accommodate two to three more autos. This
is a free event that begins at 7:30, and all are welcome. We will find a way to acknowledge/thank the Smoky Mountain
Model A Club for their participation.

We’ll have more info as the time of the event approaches. We will discuss it more at the upcoming meeting this
coming Saturday the 18th at Shoney’s on Broadway. Ken Lund is our board member who is the point of contact for this
event.

Pick up a supply of our new business cards at the next
meeting.
Use these to introduce others to the

“Wonderful World of Ford Model A’s”
and to

The Smoky Mountain Model ‘A’ Club
Thanks to President Bob for the idea and to Gary Steadman for the
outstanding graphic design.
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FOR SALE or WANTED
Get this information to the editor promptly. If you no longer
need to advertise, please notify the editor. New items will be
added and yours may be deleted.

•

FOR SALE (Price Reduction) Fiberglass front fenders
(both w/wells) $300 each and rear fenders $200 each for
1930-31 Fordor /Town Sedan. Vic Varady 865-983-5515.

•

FOR SALE 1928 Tudor Partial restoration of very solid bodied
late 1928. Engine, frame and running gear restored 15 year
ago. Doors, fenders, aprons, hood, gas tank, seats and new
top wood included. Car stored in Kingston. Asking $4,500.
Contact Susannah Morgan at 865.617.4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE 1928 AR Special Coupe In storage last 50+
years. Previous owner was Vietnam era USAF pilot, current
owner is retired Navy Chief. Very complete AR, un-restored,
solid sheet metal, new top wood included, engine and title
match. Engine turns freely. Car stored in Kingston. Asking
$9,500. Contact Susannah Morgan at 865-617-4153 or
email abbygirl_2004@yahoo.com

•

•

•
•

•

NEW ADs

•
•
•

FOR SALE 1929 Fordor Deluxe, original configuration except
for 12v conversion with alternator. Good green paint, good
mohair interior, 4 new whitewall tires. $11,000 obo. Contact
Owen Richardson at (865) 457-2636.
WANTED 1930/31 FRONT BUMPERS Chrome finish not
important, will be painted for a commercial vehicle. Contact
David Hayes, (865) 828-4346 or (865) 828-8440
FOR SALE WIRE WHEELS. (5) 4" by 16" Wheels $350.00
per set; (5) 4" by 17" Wheels $350.00 per set; (1) 4" by 17"
Kelsey Hayes wheel $100.00. Contact Ben Webber (865)-938
-0204 or (865)-643-0924

LOOKING for a HOME Rear radius rods. Best offer. Art
Copcutt (865) 376-1040 email cay1@earthlink.net
FOR SALE Harbor Freight folding trailer, Item No. 10954.
48-in. X 96-in. Low miles. Includes 12-in. spare tire/wheel.
Plywood deck. 18-in. high sides. Front jack stand/handle.
Trailer is similar to new H-F No. 62671. $350. Vic Varady 865983-5515.
FOR SALE Side Curtains for ‘28/’29 open cab pickup. Black
vinyl, brand-new, in the box, with hardware. $350.
Art Copcutt, (865) 376-1040 or (973) 222-5251.

2018 HOUSKEEPING:
Please review your advertised items and update
them or remove them if they are no longer
appropriate.
Thanks!

FOR SALE (1) 1928 AR 4-door Phaeton with left-side
emergency brake lever. Blue-Green $24,000 condition good,
slight crease in rear fender. (2). 1929 Station Wagon with
side curtains and 3-row seats. Tan $24,000 new 10 year old
wood.
Neither have run in 5 or 6 years, but both stored inside. Cars
are located in Seymour. Pictures and viewing available later.
Tom Christenberry 865-604-8129. (ad submitted by Vic
Varady)
FOR SALE New Glass for Model A Coupe. Six-piece glass
set for coupe. $250. Contact J. P. Robinson at (865) 8821839.
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MEETING NOTICE
2018 Officers
President:
Phone: (865) 691-3737
Vice President:
Phone: (865) 659-6803
Treasurer:
Phone: (865) 938-0204
Secretary:
Phone: (865) 986-4868
Newsletter Editor:
Phone: (865) 207-4840

Bob Helsel

Saturday

Bill Snyder

August 18th 2018

Shirley Webber

Come early. . . Chow down and visit!

John Baxter
DISCLAIMER

2018 & 2019
Ken Lund
Tim Johnson
Victor Varady

Tour Director
Victor Varady (865) 291-7599

P.O Box 7
Clinton, TN 37717

Business meeting starts about 6:30 pm

Barbara Mabry

Board of Directors
2017 & 2018
Charlie Currier
Frank Trent
Ben Webber

Shoney’s Restaurant, 4032 N. Broadway, Knoxville

The Smoky Mountain Model A Club, Inc. presents
the materials and ideas herein only as a clearing
house of information and as a forum for the exchange of ideas and opinions. No responsibility or
liability is assumed, expressed or implied as to the
suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any
party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples expressed herein does so at his own risk and discretion
and without recourse against anyone. Any materials
published herein may be reprinted without permission, unless otherwise noted. Please credit the original source of the material and “The Rumble Seat
Reviewer.”

